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PREFACE. 



These illustrations of the writings ot" Mr. 
D'Israeli, and of the wdbocl ai Utmkuze to which 
he belongs, were privately circulated towards the 
close of the last year, as an experimental inquiry 
into the force of tralh.^ 

On the appearance of a Jiinth edition of the Curio- 
sities of Literature^ — a work which had left me rather 
pleasurable reeolfoctioiis^l was induced to renew 
my acquaintance with it; and, at every glance, de* 
tocted sokie misrepresentation or error. 

To correct the errors of a popular work is always 
desirable ; and it may also be expedient to unveil the 
deception and conceit of its author. In conformity 
with such principles, these critical illustrations were 
composed. I do not more expresdy advert to 

' Curiosities of Literature, by I. Disraeli, Esq-) Doctor in 
Civil Law of the University of Oxford, and Fellow of the Society 
of Antiquaries of London. Illustrated by Bolton Comey, Esq., 
Honorary Professor of Criticism in the Rcpubligue des JLetires, 
and Blember of the Societj of English BiUiophiles. Gfeenwich 
[London : F. Shoberl, Junior.] : printed by especial command, 
Sm. 8vo. pp. viii -J- 160. ^ Curiosities of Literature. By 
I. D'lsraeli, Esq. D.C.L. F.S.A. Ninth edition, revised. Lon- 
don : £dward Moxon, 1834. Sm. 8vo. 0 vols. 
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motives — because I have dilated on that point, and 
on various important points of criticisiu and litera- 
ture, in an episode which follows the aeries of articles. 

An arid list of £rhata would have failed to obtain 
the object in view. I reBol7ed» therefore^ to select 
from the numerous instances which I had noted, a 
very limited proportion ; to admit no one which 
seemed imadapted to senre as tiie basis of an etsay ; 
to aim at variety of subject ; and, as to form, at the 
attraetioii of novdty. Such was tlie plan of the 
work; and of its competent execution) I have re- 
ceived very gratifying testimonials. 

It was my wish, on various aoooimts» to reprint 
the work for public use; but I chose to defer the 
execution of my project, in consequence of the an- 
nouncement of an intended reply ^ — whidi did not 
appear till four months after the transmission of my 
volume to Bradenham House. This reply, entitled 
The Illustrator Elustrated^^ would alone have led me 
to decide. I forbear to characterise the pamphlet. 
It may be sufficient to state that the* author has 
omitted to illustrate the only instances of oversight 
which have, been pointed out to me ; and that his 
labours have not required me to suppress one line ! 

^ Athenaeum, 27 January 1838. * The Illustrator Illus- 
trated. By the author of the Curiosities of literature." Lon- 
don ; Edward Moxon, 1838. 8vo. pp. iv^-Sl. 
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In tbtt 6£tum> Mmie fbrdier enimm Is pto- 

duced ou a contested point in the first article; in 
the Meond, tbe safcject of wiuoh mleretts bm^ llim 
ife material improYemeiitB ; and Tarious additiona 

are made to the twenty-fourth, twenty-eighth, twenty* 
ninth, and tiurtieth articles. Hie others haye no 
alterations of importance ; and some are reprinted 
veriHUinu I have reviewed the pamphlet in notes^ 
which are marked thus: and' haye attempted 

the portraiture of a controversialist^ in the Jdetu 

; I certainly did not affect to spare Mr. D^IsraeU. 

FactSy supported by refsrences to authoritie8» were 
the eonreetiye instruments duefly resorted to; but I 

* rather freely availed myself of sarcasm and irony. 

The nature of his reply justifies me on every point; 
and proves that I had formed an aecorate conception 
of his character. 

It must be admitted that our essayist is not the 
cwi^ popular author whose writings call for critical 
examination; but I have vacated the chair of criti- 
dsm — in opposdtion to very flattering solicitations. 
Fearless, as ever, of an encounter in vindication of 
truth and literature^ 1 conceive that one enterprise 
of this description may be sufficient for an individual 
whose time is otherwise occupied; and who loves 
tranquillity. 
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I now cheerfully commit to men of letters, the 
appreciation of my motives and of my censures ; and 
as my opponent has shown a disposition to leave me 
in possession of the last aiyumeat, withdraw from the 
controversy. 

iSolton Conup* 

31 July 1838. 
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il[uxio»ltU» of ILUeratttif 
lUunttAteli* 



On the announcement of a new edition of the 
" Curiosities of Literatube by /. U Israeli^ Esq., 
iXaL.aiidF.S.A.;'IfeltaniiiGiiiiati^ to add the 
Yolumes tomy eabiiiel collection. 

To decide on the cbotce of authors for a small 
library is a task of considerable difficulty, and this 
difficulty increases in the proportion in which books 
mullaply — a proportkm whidi^ whether it most 
semblss liie arittmetieal or the geometrical, is oer- 
tainly sufficient to astound. The learned works uf 
Sir Thomas-Pope Blount^ and M. Baillet,' which 
were fonaerly resorted to as the accredited guides on 
sudi occasloiiflb stand in need of recomposition; and 
llie Jvdgemeni rf 1^ homed vpcn Engluh aidhmini 
though not deemed too humble a project for one of 
the first of criticsy^ is still a desideratum. Even lie- 

• Censura Celebriorum Authorum, Londini, 1690. Fol. 
' Jugements des Savants, Paris, 1722. 7 toI. In-4. ^ Boswell, 
Life of Johnson^ 1791. 4to. ii. 558. 

B 



ft CURIOSITIES OF LITERATURE 



views and Magazines, the usual sources of infonnation 
•asT to the. nQYeltiesr of literature, seldom allot much 

space to new editions of established works — not to 
; iB^i|Ubii .iiiXu^ Bmall the share of confidence which can 
with safety be placed in the opinions of anonymous 
stipendiaries. 

While in a state of suspense arising out of these 
circumstances, chance threw before me the prospectus 
of the work announced;^ and, though experience 
whispefed that a document of that description should 
be read with reserve, it was drawn up with such con* 
sumniate art as to allay every suspicion — and to su- 
persede further inquiry. 

We were assured in tins elaborate prospectus that 
Lord Byron had characterised lyisraeU as a ^ most 
entertaining and rggeopehinff writer,* and had read 
his works "oflener than perhaps those of any other 
English author whatever;'' that Sir Walter Scott, 
whose pnuse alone gives the entree to the court of 
Fame^ had pronounced the work in question to be a 

lively and popular miscellany;* not to repeat other 
laudatory scraps by writers of no less authority and 
influence than Moor^ Southey, Bulwer» etc. It was 
also stated that the proposed edition would be tiie 
iiniM; that the work was derigned for those who 
*' require the materials for knowledge, and for think- 
ing, by the readiest means and that the purchasers 

of it would PARTAKE OF THE UTILITY OF A FUBUC 

LiBRAET.'' No further persuasion could have been 

requisite ; but the table of contents was superadded, 

^ London : Edward Moxon, Dover Street, . 834. 4 leaves. 
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« 

ttid Meiii6d conpanibloy fcr iktfi yaristy md pfOBoncd 

piquancy of its articles, to the carte of the renowned 
Very himself 

The result of this accumulation of praiie was 
swerable to the deogii of it. Hio Tolnmea^ as dMj 
were miceeesiTely puUkhedy' took their etatimi on 
my shelves with due punctuality; and I should thmk 
myself deficient in candour and generous feeling if I 

' ^d not avow tfie aatisiaction wilii which I gased on 

their comely earHeruirf — dothed^ as Uiejr wer^ in all 
the Inzury of oriental splendour, in fine finen, and in 
purple, and in gold ! Anticipating the pleasure to 
be derived from their contents, it required no effort 
of sensibility to address them in some impasaoned 
Hnes^ wliich I formerly iuoovered while prosecuting 

» my studies in a certain Institution in Albemarle- 

street, and which had fixed themselves in my memory 
as an exquisite imitation of Ambrose Philips:-^ 

Golden volumes! richest treaturei / 
Objects of delicious pleasures ! 
You, my eyes rejoicing please^ 
YoU;, my Aamii tii rapture seize!'" 

To such innocent coquetry, however, my acquaint- 
ance with the comely volumes was at that period 
Mauled. Ardent and sbieate as is my altaehment to 
literatufe, wtAoat some ^peeud stimulathFO I aspure 
not to the mune of a student during the summer sea- 
mm. To decline the invitation which munificent Na- 

• 1st March — 1st August, 1834. ^ D'Israeli — e Rantzoviot 
Cat. Royal Inst., 1821. 8vo. p. xx. 4- Cariosities of Litera- 
ture^ i. 7. 

b2 
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tufe then hokk ou^ b bo part of philosophy; and to 
M tibaa iiiTitaftioii of N#nre is scarcely reeistiUe 
when it presents itself, as it not infrequently does, 

shaped into immortal iierste by one of her own true 
soDB — the amiable Beattie : — 

" O how canst thou renounce the boundless store 
Of charms which Nature to her votary yields ? 
The warbling woodland, the resounding shore, 
The pomp of groves* and garniture of fields."^ 

It will excite no surprise if, under the influence of 
such sentiments^ I determined to reserve the liveijf 
misceUoHjf as an antidote to the gloom of November; 
but the sun of smnmer shone Ihrouf^ut diat monA, 
an instance of ultra-felicity without parallel. It was 
not, therefore, till December that I read the volumes, 
even cursorily; and, from the intervention of more 
imperative oocapation8» it was not till time had al- 
most completed another annual revolution lliat I 
could undertake to read them critically. 

In the interval of those periods I was nominated 
to the chair of Honorary Professor of Criticism in the 
RepubUque des Lettres — an appointment the more 
gratifying to me» as I entertained IMings approaeb- 
iug to veneration for certain members of that ancient 
Fratemitv. The first resolution which I formed after 
the acceptance of office was to avoid the appellation 
of a sinecurist; and the first care yrbkk occupied me 
was lhat of selecting a work on which to exercise my 
official functions — a work on which I could express 
the dictates of truth with some prospect of benefit to 

' Minstrel, 1784. 8vo. sUDza ix. 
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the public, and with Urn lea^ injiny possihls to tli» 
author. The Coiuosrast of LnsaATURB proved 
wen suited to die purpeee. On a cnraory perusal I 

had noticed discoveries which the incurious public 
seemed to overlook — extraordinary art bestowed on 
the emhellishmeBt of luts — a ridi display of epi* 
grammatie^saiartiieBBi ete.; and I eventually became 
oonvmoed that the work would never be correctly 
appreciated without the aid of critical illustration. 1 
considered, on tbe other hand, that if 1 should fail to 
preserve the jwte miUm of eriticism; liiat if in the 
exuberance ol my sensibility to Ae charms of omato 
composition I should praise to excess, or through 
inexperience in the perlous career before me should 
censure with undue sevehty» (the Scylla and Char 
lybdis of that tempestuous sea on whidi I was about 
to embark,) no injury could ensue to the cause of 
literature, or to the author. This assertion, I admit, 
involves a paradox — but the liveli/ D'Israeli shall 
explain it. " Praise" he averse " cannot any longer 
exiend hu eddnrU^ and eauwre eamioi etmdemn what 
hag won reward of public JavovrJ*^ Another 
circumstance influenced my choice. It is one of the 
calamities of authors to be sometimes compelled to 
expunge or modify their statements in obedience to 
the decisions of critics — a calamity to which it must 
be painfil to contributes Now, the Umfy author 
seems to hint that nothing would induce liim to alter 
one sentence of wliat he has written ! ^ 

I could here dilate with feeling on the difficulties 
of criticism, whidi lum seated themselves in my 

' Car. Lit, i. vii. * C. L., iv. 361, 839, etc 
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CHAIE like the ghost of Banquo ; but it would not 
beoonie me to imitate the euarent practice of review* 
ing the noCiaiii of the reriewery inttoad of miewuig 
file work proposed to he reviewed* — a practMe 

for which I find no authority in my Critical Code. I 
ahall therefore proceed to close this exordium; and 
li I leave it to Uie etgnrity of the feeder to decide 
whether it he a nanative ef Jheit^ or a miztore of 
fact and Jktion —whether a fragment of eome A&to- 
rical novel, or a specimen of the romance of history — 
I do 80 in full conMence that the numberiess ad- 
mirara of Ae two latter apeoiea of eompeatkn can 
diatfaigaidi hetween fact tooAJkUm at a olaitcb !«— 
It remains for me to declare to those to whom these 
presents shall cofne greeting, with what profound hu- 
mility I surrey my attempts at illustration ; and to 
eoiqwe tliem to aeeept what I have to oftr, aa a 
mere coup ^moma to the heaqiiet which the Atbb> 
hmxjs of our age has so handsomely provided. 

Art. I. — The original Ms. of the Code id 
Justinian disctwered by I. D^Iameli, Esq., 
D.C.L. and F.S.A. 

7%8 ariffmal mamucript of JutMmCt code toat 
eomned hy the Pmm$, aedeknialfy, ii^en iook a city 

in Calabria / that vast code of laws had been in a manner 
unknown from the time of that emperor. This curious book 
was brought to Pisa; and when Pisa was taken by the 
FfarenHnos, was trantfernd to Fioreneep when U is stiU 
pru ar v ei L **^h DlsaASLi.^ 

Edinburgh Review, 1802-36, s/)flrsmi. + Quarterly Review, 
1809-36, ipursim, " Mitford, Prospectus, C.L. * C. L.i. 29. 
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ILLUSTAAXKD. 7 

It is not my intentioii to engage in the wars be- 
tweoi the PisansandlliellorentiiMtt. Hie cntepriie 
teferenekofa besliMardoiis natoNL Iftmabost 

to search after the original Ms. of the Code of Jmti- 
Bian, and to discuss the early history of the civil law. 

These are not points of mere profesakmal intereaU 
Biadittope^ iho encomiMt of onr own kmv deseribeo 
an aequfliiitaiiee with the cmllaw aaan ^omameort 
to the scholar, the divine, the statesman and Sir 
William Jones, whose comprehensive mind embraced 
all the juridical wisdom of the West and of the Ea^ 
dMam it to be ^ Uie trae aearee of Mriy all our 
Eng^ law8» ttiat are not of a feikU origin.*^ 

I shall premise for the information of the uniniti- 
ated, whether graduates in civil law or otherwise, that 
the Corpus Juris KoMANo-cmusb or coUectioa of 
Bomaa civil law, eonfiiflta of Imit parta; iiamdly» tiie 
huHhtU$ in Ibur book% the Pomdeiii in fi% booka» 
the Code in twelve books^ and the Novels, or later 
edicts, etc.* 

D'Israeli asserts that the Ms. of the Code of Juati^ 
idan woi Uteovered by the jRiMJitd— Now, the Ms. ob» 
tnned by ^ Fisana at the aack of Amalfi in 1185,* 

the event to which he obscurely alludes, w as a Ms. of 
the Pandects.^ Whether, therefore, we take the word 
code in its peculiar sense as used by civiliansi or in ita 
extended -senses Uie assertion iamaniiiBBtly erroneoiis. 
Not more tenable ia the assertion tbat the Florentine 

* Diaooone on Law, Oxford, 1 758. 4lo. p. 8. * Memoinb etc 
1804. 4to. p. 308. * Corpus Jaris Civilii, Amstelodtmi, 1863, 
Fol. ' Pignoniy Hisk. of a^wMy, 1833. 8vo. i. 384, it. 90. 
* BfencBMumi HiilDria Ptodiictarom, IVajwd ad Rbennm, 1723. 
4to. p. 3. 
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Ms. is the original — Torrentino, indeed, when about 
to publish the text of this Ms^ represented to Henry 
IL of Fraooe that he had recovered ^Ub uni^tippe$ 
€i crujfmatdxduPandedei hat die learned TorelH, 
who edited the yolume m made no sudi claim 
for its prototype.^ The very remote antiquity of this 
precious Ms. is incontrovertible. Mabillon and Fonta- 
Mni believed it to be of the sixth century whiie the 
Msg. of the Bandeeti^ wUdi are preserved in the ridi* 
est cisalpine depositaries, are chiefly of the fourteenth 
century.^^ Brencraan, however, denies its originality;'* 
and thus writes the learned Charles Butler : Some 
have supposed that the Florentine manuscript is Ae 
autograph of tiie Pandects; for this opinion tiiere is 
no real ground or authority^* ** 

D* Israeli further asserts, that vast code of laics had 
been in a manner unkmnrr? from the. time of that efn* 
peror [Justinian],— Sir James Mackintosh an oIh 
servant student on sudi topics, assures us that ^ Ifte 

Mo man law never lost its authority in the countries 
which formed the western empire."^^ Without much in- 
clination to dive into the histories of the Lombards 
the Franksi the VisigotKuv etc^ I shall endeavour to 
establish the correctness of this latter statement It 
should be remembered that Justinian died in 565, 
and that the sack of Amalfi took place in 1135. 
About the year 660 we find the validity of the Roman 

' Digmtorrin tibri L., Florntim, 1553. Fol. Sig. f ii. ' Ibid. 
Lectt. * Brenemanni H. P., p. 11 . ^ Haenel,Catt Libiorum 
Mas. GftUiae, etc. Lipsiae, 1830. 4to.pp. 33, 361, 403, 4S5, 950, 
991, ete. " H. P., p. 8. **HorK Jnridics Siri>seciT», 1804. 
Svo. p. 63. Hist, of £iiglaiid, 1830. Sm. 8vo. i. 173. 
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law declared by Clotaire King of the Franks and 
about 660 its continued validity is proved by the ca- 
rious formulary of Marculfe.^ Soon after that period 

Aldhelm, the father of men of letters in England, 
enumerating to Hedda^ a prelate of note, the sciences 
which occupied his time in the school at Canterbury, 
mentions Bomm JurupnideneeJ^ We shall now 
leave Canterbury, and re-cross the straits of Dover. 
Between 712-44 Luitprand, King of the Lombards, a 
judicious legislative reformist, declared the exclusive 
validity of the Lombardic and Boman kaM''^ About 
a century later Charlemagne and Louis-le-D^bonnaire 
expressly declared, in various capitularies, the validity 
of the Roman law;*^ and an edict of Charles-le- 
Chauve, dated in 864, contains the very remarkable 
declaration that the validity of^ Roman law was never 
impaired hy legidoHve enactmenV^ In 962» in 1014) 
etc. we find the Roman law cited as authoritative 
and in 1102 Iraerio expounded it at Bologna^^ — which 
city afterwards became the most celebrated school of 
jurisprudence in £urope.^ In civil law, two witnesses 
make a probatio plena; and I have produced more 
than thrice that number. Sir James Mackintosh, 
however, shall be heard once more. "It was indeed," 
says that learned juris utaiusquc dogtob, a most 

G. von Savigny, Hist, of the Roman Law, by E. Cathcart, 
Edinb., 1829. 8vb. i. 110. Ibid. i. 1 11. -fPoncelet, Biog. UniA^, 
xxvi. 622. " Henry, Hist, of Great Britain, 1788-95. 8vo. iv. 
l4. + Bioughton, Biog. Brit., pp. 91-2. Savigny, H. R. L., i. 
114. -f- Sismondi, Biog. Univ., xxv. 408-9. " Savigny, H. R. 
L.,i. 111. "Ibid. i. 161. » Ibid. i. 147, 152. «' Pig- 
notu, H. T., ii. 92. ^ Ibid. ii. ft?. 
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10 CURIOSITIES OF UTBRATUM 

hi^pfiiMUiB n^ppotitUmf that a maauBcript found at the 
aaek of Amalfi, and not adopted by puUKe authority, 

Bhould suddenly prevail over all other laws in the 
greater part of Europe.*** 

I shall DOW pass sentence. That a D. C. L* and 
F. & A. shonld oonfiiand Ihe Code ol Justinian wOi 
i3b» PtmdKit; that he should have so imperfect an ao: 
quaintauce with the rules of evidence as to pronounce 
the Florentine Ms. to be tJie original; that he should 
describe the Koman law as tit a manner unkmum 
while it pfevailed over a ooufldeEabie portion of 
Europe; are dreumstaaees wludi, enbjeet to the right 
of appeal, are henceforth to be uumbered with the 
Curioi^itUiit oi itiucaturc. 

Our new Illustrator clings to his D.C.L. — He 
admits his error as to the contents of the Florentine 
Ms. — ^an error which he discovered on the arrival of 
my volume at Bradraham House— hut dunks it ^ may 
be fairly styled an ariginaiU* I cannot ooneede even 
that point, for a doubtful circumstance should never 
be stated positively. He intimates that I was not 
aware of the distinction between the lmo$ of Jwthdm 
and the Boman £ito. Tlie &tindion is perfectly ob- 
vious ; but I could not argue on the code^ which is not - 
contained in the Florentine Ms. — nor on the pandects^ 
which he had not mentioned. J undertook, therefore^ 
to prove the continued validity of the Boman law» 
He asksy Who denies it?* I answer, it was gene* 
rally denied till the hte researches of Savigny — which, 

» JLE.,i.l73. 
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M Sir Jaiaet Mackinto^ dedafet, hace merited <fte 

gratitude of Europe," He states that I had claimed 
a profound acquaintance with the civil law ! This is 
cme of his convenmt fictioBS. No suoh acquaintance 
was ekimed— nor was it reqoiaite^ to enable me to 
eope vith muh an opponent 



Art. IL — The Bayeux Tapestry^ and the 

royal operative — a splendid fim-fiam 

** Otho [Of/6>«], the Ushop at the Norman inrasiony in 
the tapestry worked by Matilda the (pieen of William the 
Conqueror, is represented with a mace in his hand, for the 
purpose Oiat when he despatched his antagonist he might 
fui spill blood, InU Mfy break hie borne / EeH^fien hoe 
had her qtMHee ae wtU a$ law."--!* D'Israkli.* 

The Bayeux Tapestry^ as we denominate it, is a 
pieee of bae^h^ wfaidi bdongs to tiie cathedral chinch 
of Bayenz. Its origin has not heen aseertahied ; hut 

it is, undeniably, the most ancient monument of its 
class in existence. 

This ei^traordinary relic of imitative art representa 
the conquest of England hjr Wlham, Dnke of Nor- 
mandy, in the year 1066. It is woriced with colour- 
ed worsted on a brownish linen cloth; and is nine- 

' The author intends to re-examine his collections on the Boj/- 
eitx Tapestry, and to methodise the results. He proposes to con- 
sider its history, the scenes which it represents, the tradition at- 
tached to it, and the evidence of its origin. He is gratified by 
the approbation bestowed on hii^ first essay — which has been tram* 
laied into irench by M, Jubinal . ' C. L., i. 246. 
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teen inches in hmgfat by about two hundred and 

twenty-six feet in length, without seam. One third of 
the height is chiefly occupied by borders. The tale 
is told in a snoceniim of aoenesy which commence with 
the departure of Harold from tiie court of Edward» and 
terminate with the battle of Hastings. The scenes 
are divided as in ancient sculpture, and the subject of 
each scene is indicated by a short Latin inscription. 
The colours are not but are so varied aa to 

answer the purpose of li^t and shade.^ 

The public are indebted to the zeal and liberality of 
the Society of Antiquaries of Loiidou for the best 
engraved copy of this Tapestry. In 1816 they de- 
puted the admirable Charles Stothard to make draw- 
ings of it^^ and he lud the entire series before the 
Society in 1819.^ The engravings, which united 
would extend nearly seventy feet, are executed by 
Basire; are coloured in imitation of the Tapestry; 
and form the most curious and attractive portion ol the 
Vbtvbta Monvmbnta.' The intended letter-press, 
however, has not made its appearance ! Surely with 
our venerable Saxon Chroidde, and our Domesday- 
Book; with the prose of Guillame de Poitiers, Guil- 
laume de Jumidges^ Ingulph, Eadmer, Orderic Yitai^ 
and William of Mahnsbury ; with Ae verse of Guy <tf 

''The Tapestry of Buyeux. C. A. Stotliard del. J. Basire 
sculp. 17 folio plates. 1 R1 P-23.-f- Hudson (jiiriiey, Archarolo -ia, 
xviii. 35)0, etc. ^ Mrs. C. S., Memoirs of C. A. Stothard, 1823. 
8vo. ji. 218. A. S., Archaeologia, \\\. 184. ^ Im Tapis- 

•teriede But/cu r, drawn and engraved by M. Sansonetli, has recently 
appeared at Pahs in 24 folio plates. The scale is that of Mr. 
Stothard. 
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AmienSy Oeoflroy Gaimar, Benoit de Sain te- More, 
and Mestre Wace ; and with all the aids to be derived 
from ancient lawi^ charters, and deeds — from aiehi- 
tectural remains, monmiiental effigies, ooins, seals, 
ilhinmifttioiis, ete.— a satiifMtoty description ol it 
would be practicable. 

To obviate further delay, I advise the appointment 
of a committee for the purpose ; and shall propose as 
membeTB Thomas Amyot, Esq^ Sir Besay Ellis,. 
Alfred John Kempe, Esq., 1% Frederic Madden, 
and Sir Samuel Rush Meyrick— with M. Floquet of 
Rouen as carrespondant jmir rancienne province de Not" 
mandie* 

In tiie interim, I shall undertake an examination of 
th^ tradition wfaidi ascribes the Tapestry to Queen 

Matilda ; advert to the internal evidence of its anti- 
quity ; submit a new conjecture on its origin ; and 
conclude with an illustration of the martial achieve- 
ment of Bishop Odon. 

M. TAbbe de la Rue, Chanoine Honoraire de Baj/- 
euxy assures us that the Tapestry is first mentioned in 
an inventory of the treasures of the church in 1369; 
and that the item contains no allusion to Matilda.' 

The esistenoe of the Tapestry in 1476 is proved by 
an inventory of that date, on which we possess more 
circumstantial information. I shall transcribe the 
preamble of it, and the item in question : — 

** Inventaire des joyaulx, capses, relicjuiairs, urnemens, tentcs, 
pareinens^ livres, & auires bieos aparteuaos k i'Eglise Mostre- 

' Recherches sue la Tapissehe de Ba^'eux, Caen, 1824. Iii-4. 
pp. 44, 48. 
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* 

DuM dtt Bayeux ; U to ifidlt tmf^ nnm h Ttnt^i parftM- 
nblM & ditcfetos pemmct Maiatie Gttilkiine da CvlSloa 
AroUdiacre des Veti» & Nicole Miduel Fabriquier, Cbanobies da' 
ladtia l^glise, iL oa d^putei Be oommia an Chapitra genaial da 
ladita £glise, terni Ic ollabr6 9:pt^ la Faata da Sainct Bafent & 
9uiiol Raaiph an \*m mil qualMetttt aaplaataiiXf Ttm Bavaaend 
an Dian Hona. Loja da Haaaeooit Bttiiaieba da Ja w i iriam 
lata £v^uey &c 

Ensuivent pour le quint Chapitra les tentes, tapis, cortines, pa- 
remens des Autels & autres diaps de taye pour paiar la cnaiir 
aux Festes Solennelles, trouv^ & gard^ an ie?aatiaifa da ladmta 

Eglise. 

Item. Une tente tres longue & etroite de telle k broderie de 
ymages & eserpteaulx [escripteaulx ?3 faisans representation du 
Conquest d'Angleterre, laquclle est teiiduo environ la nef de 
r Eglise le jour &. par les octaves des iieiiques/'* 

This nmntory was drawn up willi extreme car^e; 

the compilation of it occupying several days. The 
Canons state that they wrote it in French ^^pawr phu 

^ auiru bum 4r de ixvns csBOOimAxtOEsf and 
sudiy we nuybe Bwe^ were their inslmetioiis. In 

conformity with their plan of recording the ciVcon- 
stances of the various articles, they describe ^^deux 
tenter de laine batues a fil d'or,"* as the ^ don du patii- 
arche de J^rusakm;^ they describe <<ung mantel 
duquel, amime en dity le Due Guillaume estoit vestu 
quand il epousa la Ducesse;" and they describe 
ung autre mantel duquel, comme Pen dity la Ducesse 
estoit vestue quand elle epousa le Due Guillaume." 
Thus it appears that MM. les Ghanoines, not 6ati»- 

* Lancelot, M^moires de TAcad^mie Royale des Inscriptions, 
▼ui. 603-4. 
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fied with recording facts, record even traditions of the 
credibility of which, as venerahles et discrrtrs persoiincs, 
tikeg felt bound ta intimate their suspicions ^yet» dear 
tgir«i tlw mmfotf cl Wiiliim md Matild% aorenlMit 
4m tile anerted tradilion iiiMn llMf d«0m 

of so much interebt as the tente du conquest (T Anghterre ! 
In accordance with the soundest principles of criticism, 
it may be cdncludBd that no each tradition then existed. 

WjfB must paiB over two eentnriee end a half before 
we can obtain iteeoond f^pee of die Tapeetry. in 
1562 the Calvinists committed the most lamentable 
devastations in the cathedral of Bayeux. Tlie Bishop, 
in lue report on tbe oeoaaon, mentioned the preaer- 
Taiion of aome tap e atiy, and the loaa cf ^ nne tapie- 
aerie de grande valeni^— 4Nit did not aUnde to the 
Tapestry in question.^ In 1588 De Bourgueville 
gave a description of the cathedral of Bayeux ; its cu- 
fknia central tower, its lofty spires, its flying butr 
tr a naoa i ita matchieaa dodct and nraaieal ohimea — 
but did net aOiide to Ihe Tapeatry.^ In 1681 Du 
Moulin," and in 1646 D'Anneville," buth Normans, 
chronicled the conquest of England — without alluding 
to the Tapeatry ; and M. de la Rue declares that be 
fcad read over tiie ininmae coUeetiona on Aee edo Mi 
aiiieal and lileiwry ant^nitiea of Noraoandylo^^ 
Du Monstier, who died in 1662, without discovering 
the least trace of it^^ In 1705 Hermant, Cure 

* M. Beziers, Hist. Somraaire de Bayeux, Caen, 1773. In-12. 
p. 3, etc. Kech«rches des Antiquitez de Neustrie, Caen, 

1588. In-4. p. 56. " Hist, de Normandie, Rouen, 1631. 

In-fol. pp. 163-92. '* Inveotaire de THist. de Normandie. 

jRouen, 1646. In-4. pp. 64-70. Et. T. B., p. 61 
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Matoi, who wrote st tiie ooanDiiid of the Bbhop of 

Bayeux, published a portion of the history of that dio- 
cese.^* He pointed out that we were indebted to 
Wace for some remarkable particulars rekdve to the 
ezpeditum of William;^^ fonuhed a vary ample ao» 
eount of Odon ;^ noticed the Jmtr det BdiqueB qui 
tovihe toujours le premier jour de JuiUet and even 
cited various precious articles from the inventory of 
\^1i\' ^—\m%didnotaUude to the Tu^try / It would 

be difficult to account for the 8ilenoe*of these writere^ 
If we assume the existence of Ae'traifition within the 

period. 

On the death of M. Foucault in 1721, a drawing 
of near forty feet of the Tiqpestry was found in bis coi* 
lectioik It became the proper^ of M. de Boc^ who 
was weU qualified to appreciate it ; but made it over 
to M. Lancelot M. Foucault had been Intendant de la 
ffentraUie de Cla^— apparently in the years ld88-1704. 
He was an active and sagacious antiquary : <^ 11 luy 
est arriT^ plus d'une foisy** writes M. de Bose^ <<d*ap» 
prendre anx habitants d'nne ville on d'une province, 
quHls possedoient des mojiuments siTiguHers^ ausquels its ne 
Jaiwient aueune attention,*' M* Lancelot was a perfect 
enthusiast in research— the very model of an anti« 
query: ^persoone ne I'^aloil^'* says the same esti* 
mable writer, pour Texactitude des dates, & le ditail 
des ciraymtances de tous les tvenemens publics ou particu- 
liersJ*^^ But M. Foucault missed the honor of having 

Histoire da diocese de Bayeux, Caen, 1705. In.-4. 

» Ibid. p. 196. >• Ibid. pp. 130-50. " Jbid. p. 194. 

w Ibid. p. 352. *• M. A. I. VI. 739. • ibid. v. 401. 
» Ibid. XVI. 268. 
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pdnted out the value of this mmami nngidkr ; and 
M. Lanoeloty when he eomposed an academical me- 
moir on the drawing in 1724, had not ascertained 
whether it represented a basso-relievo, or a fresco^ or 
stained glaflfl» or tapeatry — or where the monumeDt 
itself was preamed.** 

Faliher Montfinioon, who had compoaed an expla- 
nation of the same fragment, was more successfuL 
About the year 1728, be obtained from Bayeux the 
infbrmation which he so ardently desired; and de^ 
patched M. Antoine Bendt to make a drawing of die 
entire Tapestry, nith diiectiona demerimthimgetdemt 
le godit de la peinture,^^ M. Lancelot, on receiving 
information of the discovery, secured a qualified cor- 
respondent at Bayeux ; and both the antiquaries com- 
pleted their learned iUustrations in 17S0. ^ 

It is now obvious that we must have recourse to 
Father IMontfaucon and M. Lancelot for the earliest 
statements of the tradition — statements not recorded 
till more than dx emturiu after the conquest; and aa 
tradition is the only authority for the ascription of the 
Tapestry to Matilda, it becomes us to examine the 
statements in question attentively — and to endeavour 
to torn a just estimate of thdr credibility. I shall 
tmnscrihe them verfoatim ; with the- addition of that 
of Sir Joseph Aylofie^ who dtea aa his Touchers the 
French antiquaries :•— 

^* X'ojmtjbn eommime ^ Bayeux est, que ce fbt la Reme Ma- 
ihUde femme de Guiliattmele Conqiterant, qui la fu fain, [savoir, 

■ Ibid. vi. 739. Monumens de la Monarcliie Fraufoise, 

i. 371, ii. 2. ^ Ibid. ii. \, etc. -fM. A. I., viii. 602| etc. 
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opinka q»i jwe jwr wte irmlitkm dant 

Bom fierotrd de Moiitfi»icon»17ao.* 
la Biftme IrfldtNon qui a doim^ it ce moounent le nom de 
Toilette dn DocGitilhnme, emr oweiftie e* joti Matbildeoa Mb* 
Iwnt de Fbndieo, Beiiie d'Anc^eteire Dudieese de NonHndii^ 
ftanse de oe Pkiiiee, Fmi tkuie dle^mim woec mfimmm*^ 

BLLenoelol^irao.** 
''Hie Conquest of England by William the Norman . . . 
was, by eommtmd of queen Matilda, repretenied mpmntmg; and 
'ftenvards, by her am hand$ and ike attktanee of tke hiiet of 
Asr courts woifced in anti, and frmHtad lo Ae eadiedml at 
fiajeux, [sic] wiiere itii atfll prasecved/' 

Sir Jooiph Ayloffe, Baionet, V.P.AJS. ete^lTTO. 

The juxtaposition of these extracts forms no con- 
temptible illuatration of the nature of tradition; of 
its cariouB tnnaformatioiis — and of the occasional | 
ra|Nditj of its growth* Father Mont&ucon* be it 
observed, echoes the sentiments of the monks of 
Saint- Vigor, who could have no motive to under- 
value the tradition; yet he expresses himself very 
cautiously. M. Lancelot, who wrote on the autho- 
rity of his correspondait at Bayeux, b much more 
explicit He informs us that the Tapestry was 
called La Toilette du Due Guillaume — but speaks 
with no confidence of the operative ardour of Ma- 
tilda. N0W9 it is certain that the inhabitants of 
Bayeux, at this very period, ascribed almost every 
monument of antiquity au Due GuillaumeJ^^ I 
reluctantly criticise Sir Joseph Ayloffe — the able 

'"^ ]SI. M. F., ii. 2. »" M. A. I., viii. 605. Archaeo- 
logia, iii. 186. ^F. Pluquety Conteft populaires de fiayeui, 
RoueDy 1S34. In-S. p. so- 
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Viee-Firesideiit of our Sodety of Antiqaaries ; but it 
is unavoidable. Writing only forty years after Mont- 
faucon and Lanceloty and citing no other authorities» 
lie adfanoes aa assumptioii for every ten words in his 
paragraph I 

The tradition as current about the year 17S0, and 

its variations, have now been sufficiently discussed; 
but an apposite anecdote may not be unwelcome, 
after this argumentatiye detail There remnned at 
that period, in the Abbey dl St Stephen at Caen, a 
fresco portrait of William ; which the monks, on the 
authority of trndifion, believed to be coeval with that 
monarch: Father Mont£auoon declared it to be of 
later date by more tium ^ree centuries!^ 

Otk a review of this endence» I am tempted to 
conclude with the learned historian and critic M. 
Daunou, " que Topinion qu'on a con^ue a Bayeux 
de Torigine de cette tapisserie, est, comme la pli^Murt 
des traditions locales de cette esp^ce^ dimde de taut 
fondement et mcapabie de supporter vn examen ei^ 
rieux/^ 

The rejection of the tradition is no denial of the 
antiquity of the Tapestry ; and we may therefore 
advert to the question of its internal evidence. M* 
Lancelot pronounced it to be coeval with the eon- 
quest before he was aware of the tradition : " habits, 
annes, caracteres de lettres, omements, gout dans 
les figures representees, tout," says that expert 
enoed antiquary, ^ sent le si^de de OuiUaume le 
Conquerant, ou celuy de ses en&nts.**'^ Mr. Hud- 

* M. M. F., i. 402. Jcmnial des Savant, 183S. p. 698. 
» M.A.I.I vi. 755. 
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son Giiniey,'^ Mr. Stothard,^ and M. I>elauney,>« 
hsfa expressed similar opiniens. This point re* 

quires considerate examination. Propriety of cos- 
tume is not always decisive of the coeval execution 
of a monument It may have been the result of 
dMXf of die propensity of inferior artbts to copy 
the works of their predecessors. Before we subscribe 
to the opinion of M. Lancelot, it should be made 
evident that the costume of the Tapestry is ejcdu- 
sivefy that of tlie period to which it relates, and 
that the artist represented the costnme of his own 
times. N0W9 we cannot decide on the correctness of 
the costume of the monument without the means of 
comparison — which we very imperfectly possess ; 
but its partial conformity with the illuminations in 
the Ms. of Petro D^fibulo — the resemblance of the 
casqnes and shields to those on tiie medals of the 
Norman conqueror of Sicily — the built of the vessels, 
with their steering paddles — the very sparing use of 
the chevron ornament — the absence of pointed archi- 
tecture^ of plate annour> and of armorial bearings— 
are no doubt remarkable indications of the antiquity 
assigned to it On the other hand, if illuminators 
chiefly represented the costume of their own times, ^ 
(an argument relied on by some antiquaries in whose 
opinions it would give me pleasure to aequiesee^) I 
doubt if we should extend tiiat conclusion to the 
Tapestry : in which instance the elaborate nature of 
the composition, and the intelligence contained in the 

^ Archaeologia, xviii. 3.59-70. ^ Ibid. xix. 184-91. 

•* Originede la Tapisserie de Bayeux, Caen, 1824. In-4. p. 11. 
^ J. Strutt, Kegal Antiquities, 1777. 4to. p, y 
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iBScriptioDS) clearly point out the superinteiidenet cf 
some learned persom — who moit probftbljr ma qoip 
lified to direct the ^pmliMt as to the ooatume of tiie 
period. It is observable that Harold ia called Dux 

previously to the scene of his coronation ; afterwards, 
Rex. William, whose coronation forma no part of 
the pictorial tale^ ia called Dux; never Bjbz. Thia 
evinoea a deaire to vniA anaehroniania— aod la not 
erroneoos costume an anachronism? 

I have promised a new conjecture on the origin 
of the Tapestry ; and I venture to submit^ in oppo- 
dtion to divera fiwmidable chie& of antiqaariaii loie^ 
that it waa executed after <ls tmum of Nanmm^ 
wM WroMB — and alt ike eitpetue of the Chapter, 

Caradoc of Llancarvan, and tlie Saxon annalists, 
describe William L as the conqueror of England but 
he was too politic a forince to assume the title of the 
Qm^pierar^ — and in Daamdai/'Book it ia conatantly 
said of him, postquam venit in Angliamr: after he 
came into England.*^ It seems, therefore, impro- 
bable that a monument of the conquest should be 
pablidy exhilnted. On the union of Normandy with 
France in 1S04|^ the impolicy of such an exhi- 
bition would cease; and the Tapestry must have 
gratified the Normans (\\ hich it still does) as a me- 
morial of the prowess of their ancestors, and as an 
intimation of the importance of thar province to 

« The Historie of Cambria, 1584. 4to. p. 108. " Saxon 

Chronicle, [by Anna Gurney] 1819. 8vo. pp. 209, 226, 239. 

Rep. on Public Records, 1800. Fol. App. a A, • H. 

Ellis, Gen. Int. to Domesday-Book, 1817. 4to p. 169. « Vide 
Depping, Hist, de la Normandie, Rouen, 1835. In- 8. ii. 452, etc. 
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France. We will inquire how A\b notion accords 
with other ciretunBtanees. Muire Wace, a Canon of 

Bayeux, who wrote a metrical account of the conquest 
about the year 1 160,^^ gives it as a report that Harold 
swore on the relics at Bayeux.^ In the TAnsTiET it 
is stated positively/. If it had been in existenci^ 
could Wace have doubted its authority? This cir- 
cumstance alone forcibly argues a posterior date; 
but other similar instances of discrepancy could be 
named* The cathedral of Bayeux was burned in 
1160;^ and Philippe de Harconrt, who then held 
the bishopric, expended immense sums in its restorar 
tion.** If the Tapestry had been acquired in his 
time, would not the cireonstance have been stated in 
the inventory which was submitted to his deseondant 
Louis de Harcourt? The successor of Philippe de 
Harcourt was Henry de Beaumont. He had held 
the deanery of Salisbury, and was an EnglishmanJ^ 
He certainly could not consider such a memorial as a 
suitable ornament to his church; and he filled the 
see till 1905 — the period for which I contend as thai 

of the most remote antiquity of the Tapestry, 

If the Tapestry was executed <ifter the union ^ 
Nomumd^ with Ihoice, it is dear that the deviser 
endeavoured to preserve the costume which prevailed 
at the conquest ; but oversights might be committed* 
Guillaume de Poitiers styles the combined invading 
army Normanni :^ the Tapestry always has Framcl 

Biial, Hist. Litt^raire dela France, xiii. 518, etc. -{-Le Roman 
de llou, Rouen, 1827. 2 vol. in-8. ii. 106, etc. ^' Ibid. ii. 113. 
*» De la Rue, R. T. B., p. 51. *• Hermant, II. D. B., p. 

176. ^ Hernoant, H. D. B., p. 177.H-Le Neve, Fasti £. A.» 
1716, loU p. 262. ^ H. N. S. A., p. 201, etc. 
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' I eo aa dt liuB as n owright md isMatAn 

the period at which the monument was executed. 
If the operatives were ever allowed to act with- 
out coDtrol, I conceive it would bo in the orna* 
mente, and Irams of the lettm Now, tfao /ak it $ 

the bmden are aaameMin afcooH 

stances; but the letters aii'ord more tangible evidence. 
They are unlike those on the seals of our Kings of 
the Norman line; but perfectly resemble those on 
the aeid of Hemy de BeaomoDt, and on Tano» Noip* 
man eeab of tbe UtrieeNlA century.^ 

Antiquaries of undisputed eminence — iVlontfau- 
con, Lancelot, Lethieiillier, Ducarel, Visconti, De la 
Itue^ Amyot, etc — tawnno the Tapestry to hara 
bean e otn — I beBave it to hafo bean pnmtU ai 
ike EXPBNBE OF vm Craptbr; but, reseiTing for 
future exhibition the plans, elevations, sections, and 
details of this new edifice — 1 suhslitute a series of 
rude sketeheft of it 

VarioQs ebemnstaaaes taikl to pnm Oat Urn 
Tapestry was not a gift. 1. The inTentories of 
' 1369 and 14V6 do not notice it as a (/ifi ; a circon- 
stance which could scarcely have been omitted* 
S« Tlie monumeBt itidf eontaias no aiieh indioatioB. 
NoW) the crown presented by Odon bore an in* 
scription ; the table presented by Louis de Har court 
bore an inscription ; and the Tapestry presented by 
Leon Conseil contained his portrait.^ It has not 
the splendour of a gifL Crowns creases^ shrines^ 

^ Appendix to Reports on Records, 1819. Fol. No. 35, etc. 
^ Recueil de Sceaux Normands, Caen, 1834. Planche, iii. Nos. 
4 & 5, etc. ^ M. Beziers, H. S. B., pp. 39, 45, & Adv. 4. 
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chalices, etc, of gold and silver, and vestments em- 
broidered in gold and silver, were the articles in 
request^ 4. It was even infeiior to othor articles 
<rf its class. It is said of Dam Laml^ tmkn^ 
deror to WilKam and Matilda, Jkek mtr^Hmm ;^ 
and the deux tentes which Louis de Harcourt pre- 
sented to his church were worked d JU cTar^^ 
but the tente in qaastion is of the plainest nato- 
Tiabk 5. Hie farnitofe of Ibis description lequized 
in cathedrals and ablnes seems to have been 
usually provided at the cost of those estabhshments : 
the monks of SaintpRiquier received a piece of 
tapestry in feodal payment anmulfy 6. If it had 
been a gift — if it had not been devised withui the 
predncts of a ehurdi — it could not have escaped 
female influence: it could not have contmned such 
indications of ceiibatic superintendence. It is not 
without its domestie and festive scenes; and cooh 
prises» ezdnsive of the borders^ Bboutjhte hwubred 
and thirty figures — but in this number there are 
only three females ? 

I beheve the Tapestry to have been provided at 
Ifte mpeme of the Ckugpter — because it bears decided 
markB iff loeaUt^ 1* The siae of it denotee its 
special purpose. According to Ducarel, it reaches 
exactly round the nave of the chnrch of Bayeux.^ 2. 
The time of its exhibition has the same tendency. 
It was not exhibited on the anniversary of the death 

Saxon Chronicle, 1819. Bvo. pp. 210, 215, 271, etc. 
»> Domesday-Book, 74 a 2. »* De la Rue, R. T. B., p. 49. 1 
" Bullet, Dissertations, Paris, 1171. Iii-12. p. 279. ** Aiiglo> 
Norman Antiquities. 17S7. Fol. p. 79. 
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of William or Matilda, but on the Jottr des ReHque$ — 
which it behoved the Chapter to celebrate with the 
utmost solemnity. Now Odon, in addition to the 
gigantic Grown which adorned the nave^ had presentF* 
ed the church with geveral very vdhMe reHquaries^ 
which were preserved till the fatal year 1562;*^ and 
as Odon is conspicuous on the Tapestry, it was 
suitable to the occasion. 3. Two prelates accom- 
panied the armament of William; GeoffiN>y, Bishop 
of Coutances — and Odon, Bishop of Bayeux.^ 
Geoflroy, who was of noble family, and of vast 
property and influence, is not named in the 
Tapeatiy; but Odon is tmke named* and is intro- 
duced on the most important occasions — at Ihe 
* council in whidi the invasion of England was re- 
solved on, at that which was held soon after the 
army landed^ and at a critical moment of the battle 
of Hastings. 4. The expedition of William and 
Harold into Bretagne^ is .bnt an episode in the 
history of the conquest of England. Outllanrae de 
Jumieges scarcely bestows ten words on it.^ Guil- 
laume de Poitiers is more communicative ;^ but the 
Tapestry records dreumstances of it not elsewhere 
noticed.^ This admits of explanaticm : the army, on 
its return, halted at Bayeux; and the warriors no 
doubt recounted their adventures — the memory of 
which was preserved by tradition* 5* A view of 

^ Hermant, U. D. p. 131. ^ G. de Poitiers, Historiae 
Normannorvm scriptofea antiqfi. Lvtetiae, 1619. Fol. p. 201. 

O. Vital, Ibid. p. 523.+ Domesday-Book, 87 b 2, 102 a 1, etc. 
»• H. N. S. A., p. 265. ibid. p. 191| ele. lAiicelot, 

M. A* I.> Tiii. 614. 

Q 
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Monl-aamtKMkshel is inizodaoed m tbb epiiode; 
but DO o ye nt oocun to ToqniTO it Tins circimi- 

stance also admits of explanation ; for the priory of 
Saint- Vigor, which was rebuilt by Odon, had re- 
ceived its inmates from Mont-Ssint^Michel — and the 
ttooimatikia of ite Abbot was one o£ tbe ngfats of the 
^Bhof> of Bsyettx.^ «. HsmU swore fidelity to 
William. He stvore on relics — which William after- 
wards carried about him at tbe battle of Hastings.^ 
But wheie did tbe ceremony take place ? ChriHanme 
de PoitieiSi who was Chsq^aiii to the Oimqiieror — 
GknlkMime de PditierB) who leceifed fan acouimt of 
the event from eye-witnesses — assnros us that it took 
place at BonmviUe,^^ The deviser of the Tapestry is 
pleoaed to cUam Ibe honor for Baytm. 7. Ghal- 
kome de Poitiers intmiates Ibat Harald was 001^ 
ducted to Rouen after tbe expedition into Bretagne — 
and states positively that William retained him some 
time as his guest^ In the Tapestry, the return of 
HaroU to England immedialely follows the ceremony 
at Bayeme* 8. M. d'A&Tille otes as the andent 
names of Bayeux — Bajocasses, Civitas Bajoeassium, 
and Bajocae.* The Tapestry has iiic wtllfxm 
V£MIt: BAGiAs — which M. Lancelot remarks he had 
not met with dbewbera^ The silver plate found 
near Deiby in 17299 proves tfant booia was 80iae-> 
times used at liayeux.^ 9. It iias been said, whence 

«• M. Beziers, H. S. de B. p. 129. •» G. de Poitiers, H. N. 
S. A., p. 201. ^ Ibid. p. 191. " Coadunato ad Bonamvillam 
consilio, illic Heraldus ei fidelitatem sancto ritu Ciiristianoram 
iurauit." •• Ibid. p. 192. Notice de ruucienne Gaule, 

Paris, 1760. In-4. pp. 82-4. « M. A. I., via. 626. ^ W. 
Stukeley, Account of a Silver Plate^ 1736. 4to. p. 5. 
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came the Sttum terms JEumwA and ceastra?^ 
Tim new bgrpoteBfl solveB d» difia%. Tkt 
Ssson kmguage pretaiM aik Ba^eox; wbm tnem 

of it are still discoverable.^ 10. ITiere are only 
fi&een persons named in the Tapestry; eleven per- 
sons of hififeoiical celebntft mch as Edward, HuM, 
WiUiaiiii ele. — El^iva, a fimalii — aad time peiw 
MM8 mtknowa. to Ihm^ Tuiold^ Wadaid) and VitaL 
The brilliant names eommeino rated by Guillaume 
do Poitiers, 7^ were lees attractive to the ddviaer 
dm ihow <d TukM, Wadavd, and Vital—iiaiMv 
JmmMear io He inktManH of Bfijfnm, Tfab wiifif 
tion requires proofe — but Elfgiva is entitled to pre- 
cedence. William promised to bestow one of his 
dftughters on Harold.^^ She is ropreaeiited beneath 
tho namfiM mumtwA — but £l%iva was not faor 
aama. Enna, daug^ifev of Ridind L of Noiw 
mandy,^^ and mother of Edward the Confessor,"^ is 
sometimes called by the Saxon annalists, Elfgiva 
£l%iva» therefore, whatever Florence of 
Womitar may aanr^''^ aoeBM to batvo booB an ap» 
peOation of boner — a pomt wbksb I aubiait to onr 
Saxunists. But why was the name of the betrothed 
omitted ? Could it not be ascertained ? or was it so 
familiar aa to bo deemed aupofluoua ? i i^inbeBd 
^ tbe latftor to bave bean tbe ease: obe was die dams 

«• AicbMologia, xviii. 100, 102.+xiz. lOd, 804. ^ F. Plu- 
quet, Ettti hisloriqiie anr Bayeux, CuOf 18t0. In-O. p. 9. 
^ H. 1C« 8. A., pp. 20M. ^ G. tie Juni^ges, Ibid. p. 905. 
^ O. de JNunibges, Ibid. p. M7. ^ Smeoii Ghronicle, by 
logram, lfi38« 4lO. p. 2U. Hid. pp. 175, 212, 2«l. 

» Ibid. p. \7&. * 

C 2 
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par excellence — she was buried^ and was aamaJOy com^ 
mmoratedy at Bayeux.^^— tvrold appears as a name ; 
but it is doubtful to which figuie it applies.^ The 
name was not uncommon. One Turold had been 
tutor to William, but died some years before the con- 
quest.7^ Another Turold succeeded Odon in the see 
of Bayeux and I ccmjecture that the Turold named 
owes that honor to some relationship with the pre- 
late. Ralph, a son of Turold, held some pleasant 
sites in Kent under Odon^ — an additional proof of 
the connexion of the name with Bayeux. — hic: est: 
wadaud: appears over the figure of a man armed 
and mounted. Mr. Douce and M. de la Rue consi- 
dered him as a ceTitinel f^^ I take him to have been the 
chief commissary of the army. Wadard9 a name which 
does not occur in the Domesday surrey as a tenant 
before the conquest^ obtained six messuages at 
Dover — the gift of Odon."* He also held lands 
under Odon in various parts of Kent, in Oxfordshire, 
in lincohishire, etc^^ In Lincolnshire alone he is 
nime times called homo efiscopi baiocensis sb the 
homager of the Bithop rf Baymxf^ — hic: willelm : 

DVX INTERROOAT! VITAL: SI VIDISSET EXERCITV HA- 

ROLDi = Here Duke William asks Vital if he had dis- 
covered the army of Harold, This is a remarkable 
scene, and reh^ to a cireumstanoe recorded in 
history. William himself made a reconnaissance 

Be U Rue, R. T. B., p. 56. " Lancelot^ M. A. I.,Ti. 753. 
n G. Jmni^ges, H. N. S. A., p. 268. ^ O. Vilal, Ibid, 
p* T65. ^ Domesday-Book, 6 a 1, 7 a 2, ete. ^ Aicheeo- 
logia, xvii. 102. * DomeadAy-Book, 1 a 1. "* Ibid. 6 a 2, 
7bl,etc 155b2,15ea1»ete. Ibid. 942 jmmwi. 
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soon libr Ids airi?al at Pweoaeyf^ and despatdied 
some approved kniglilB on a aeoond rocomiaiseaiioe.^ 

Vital, we may presume, was one of tlie approved 
knights. He obtained lands in Kent under Odon,^ 
and was witness to a charter of Odon m 1092.^ But 
wkf was lie introduced in preference to the renowned 
warriors enimietated by Gidllaimie de Poitiers, Orde- 
ric Vital, Mestre Wace, and Benoit de Sainte-More ? 
I conjecture that he was a relative of the Vital of 
aabmly eminence who died in 1119 — in whose name 
miradu are said to hare been perfonned — and who 
was bdfH MMtT) and it t Mr ai ed in the carhdary of 
church of, Bayeux.^ 

I cheerj^y approach a question of easier solution. 
Is Odon represented with a moor in his hand? He 
did ttotbesramaoeaidiehatdeof Hasting; nor is 
he so represented. 

Guillaume de Poitiers, writing soon after the con- 
quest, assures us that Odon never bore anm ; ^ and 
Mewtre Waoe shall testify that he was not armed on 
the oecasion in qnestion 

^ Sor «B ehsfal tot blaac iMty 
Tote k gent Is coDgnoiiieit 
Un btston taostt en aon poing ; 
"Uk ^ vSeH li gnnt beaoiDg, 
Akieit li dievftlieist<NneK'9 
. EttletfineUaiMfter; 

6. de Peitief% H. N. S. A., p. 199. • 6. de Poitien, 
Ibid.p.301« Demesdiy-Book, 10 a 1. **OeleRae, 
R.T.B.»p.57. * HennaiityH. D. B,pp. 105-0. Aniie 
aeqiie moiiit vnqwBy ncque foltiit oioaeri : velde tunen timen* 
due armatik'' £U N. S. A., p. 909. 
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Sovent les faseit assaillir, 
E sovent les laseit f^rir."** 

As the Framsti oClfefCrr Waee w not idenlieai wiiii 
diat of MM, les qiwTtmi»t I thaU iiinndi an inhaliMi 

of the above lines — albeit the poetic light of the doer 
shineth faintly : — 

** Mounted on a»iUi*wlute tteed, 

OdoB spolEt totmj ey« ; 
Swift he rode wbera mott was nted, 

A staff in hsnd— ^ beats it h%h« 
And hediecks each heartless knight, 

Escfa knight incites to fhoe die foe, 
Onward to mm p of ddnk of flight— 

Bat giasp die lanoa— or desl the hiewr* 

On this point the chronicler and the artist coincide. 
Odon is represented in the Tapestry as well-mounted 
-^but not <m a war-lione. He wean a suit of 
deioft— not the armour, of a combatant He wears 
indeed a casque — but has neitiber javelin nor shield. 
The inscription is hic . odo eps : bacvt.v tenens : 
CONFORTAT PVEROs — which Mr. Sharon Turner will 
permit me to translate Hm Biskep Odon bearing a 
STAFF eneowrageB the young soldiers, ^ Now, the staff 
borne by Odon is of the same description as that which 
Duke William bears when he questions Altai on the 
result of his recoimamanee ; when he addresses the 
soldiers previous to tlie onset; and when he endear 
vours to shame tiie fugitives. It is clearly a bdton de 
commandement. Father INIontfaucon, who had borne 
arms ui early life>^^ calls it a bdton M. Delauney 

»' R. R., ii. 220. ^ E Mss. Corneianis. Fide Du 

Cange, in voce puer. •* Weiss, Biog. Univ., xxix. 536. 
M. M. r., n. 28. 
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of Bayeux calls it a bdt<m;^ and M. de la Rue 
pgewly calls it a df eommtmimmtv' The w» 
pons wiudi oertain antiquaries are pleased to ooo- 
ader as maces^ are what Guillaume de Poitiers calls 
SAXA LiGNis iMPosiTA ^ = stoncs with woodoQ haudies 
— and were chiefly used as mimles. 

This must posilively be the tenmm, on the present 
oocssiony of mj Anglo-Nonsan-reseaiehes snd csMijee- 
tures. Having despatched the premises of D'Israeli, I 
should attack his inferences with the fullest confi- 
dence of success ; but forbear-*- for it would seem like 
superfluous pugnacity* 

In the first artiele of this saMivefy mitetOem^ 1 
have endeavoured to estimate the claims of D' Israeli 
as a civilian ; and in the present article as an anti- 
ymry. Let no one conclude that my principal aim is 
to deprive him of his titles of honob: the drcum- 
stance is the mere acddentsl effect of ehrmohgy! 
1 shall, however, recommend to our universities and 
learned societies to economize in the distribution of 
such honors — and not bestow them ou men whoii 
whether they write on civil law or on other antiqua- 
rian subjects, are sure to increase the mass (tf the 
CvxisiiiMti of iUteraturc. . . 

The meek dissertation on the Bayeux Tapestry, 
as Mr« lyisraeli terms it, has. had an exciting effect on 
his mental frame ; and tiiis excitement has produced, 

as it often does, inconsistency. He exalts my name 
much above its due level in antiquarianism ; and, at 

••O.T.B., p.81. '•'R.T. B., p. 87. ••H^N.S.A., 

p. 201. 
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the Mune tiaiei tfmMtenB m wtdi aatiqwitii iaiiil»-> 

lation ! In his short comment there are also; 1. Two 
fictitious quotations : *^ I deny the sentinel," — " I 
deny the oum; HO mace; 'tis a staff" And 2. 
Two frtao iBnertiotifl. He deckm thit I call his 
ephoristical idea a spleiidid jiimjlam^ I have only 
appUed the words to his ascription of the Tapestry to 
Matilda* He says, And on the preteiLt of correct- 
ing maoe into batom Mr* Corney haa written tfaia dBa- 
eertatum of/&aof00» pages.* I have not bestowed Aia 
pages on lliat point That sndi was not the main ob- 
ject of my essay, and that my conjectures were really 
possessed of some novelty and plausibilityf may 
perhaps appear by the fidlowing e^Uraets: — 

L'auteur pense que la tapisserie de Bayeux a ^t^ flute aux de- 
pens du chapitre de i'^lue de oette vilie, apr^s la reunion de la 
Normandie. U prouve au moins qu*elle n'est pas I'ouTrage de 
Mathildeyfemroe de Guillaume<4e-Conqu^rant/' — Daunou, Memm 
ftre in tlntnam Rojfol iVwMCy Gwde dot Anhioet Moy^ 
uumty etc 

I have read it with mncfa interest, and am cleaiiy of opinioa 
that you have proved two thingt: 1". That there exists no 
good ground for attributing the tapestry lo Matilda ; 2^. Tha't it 
was probably worked at Bayeux for tbe use of the charoh of Bay- 
eux/*--JoBir LiHOABUi D. D.^ Amtkor qf the Hktory Eng^. 
Imdf etc* 



Art. IIL— -An unpublished teston of H&arj 
VIII. — from the cabinet of L Disraeli, Esq., 
D.C.L. and F.S.A. 

" An ancient English proverb preserves a curious fact 
concerning our coinage. Testers are gone to Oxfordi to 
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study at BrasMHnose. Wkm Etmmy the Eighth debased 
$i$ iifatrr €ulbi tetCcfiy ff9K$ Atit ktttitiff <i iMtd 
9kmfedmmuksii»t Aehwaii^ breaking mdim rtd p m pbt 
am iktSr siher facesj prmmM Ab 40 ku mo m ^ Ae people 

io vent itself in this punning proverb, which has prcM ri vd 
for tJie historical antiquanj the pojtukir feeling which 
lasted about fifty yearsy till EUzabeih rearmed the etaU ef 
tke coinage^ — ^I. D'Likasjui.* 

Philips has chanted in sonoroua verse the praise 
iXfiLtpUndidthUimg** Plain prae is no doubt better 
adapted to a disBertatton on a htue ietUm — iSitt I shall 

perhaps enliven it with an occasional specimen of 
verse. 

As method is desirable on all subjects, I shall divide 
the article into six sections. L On the aaeiaU JSa^ 
lUhprmjer^ TeMtm etc 9. On base testons of Henry 

VIII. having a head stamped on each side, 3. On 
the proportion of brass contained in these testons. 4. 
On the red pimples which broke out on their siher 
Jmm* On the tfi-Aicmoiir which provoked the allu* 
sion to Brasen-nose college. ^ On the duration of 
the popular feeling, 

§ 1. On the ancient English proverb, Testers etc. — 
This sentence wants the characteristic of a proverb : 
it admits of no moral application* Fuller indeed, of 
whom lyisraeli sUenify borrowed it^ classes it as an 
Oxfordshire proverb ; ' but Hey wood, of whom Ful- 
ler avowedly borrowed it, shall confute them both. 
Master John Hey#ood, the contemporary of Henry 

> C. L.9 V. 137. * Poems by Mr. John Philips, 1744. 12nio. 
pp. 1-7. * Wotthies of Esglaiid, ISSS. Fol. Oxf*., p. BSC. 

« 

■ 
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VIII., was a great admirer of our pitljit proittrif^ oltff. 
He has left us a DicUoffuc of Proverbs in 24 chapters 
— 800 Epigrams on 300 Proverbs — and 800 
greem invitM and made by himseli Now, tiie pre- 
tended provefb is a mere fragment of one of the ket- 
mentioned epigrams — which I give entire in its old 
English dress: — 

"Ceiitousi be gone to (©vfottle goti be tljeir jspeellt; 
Co Uttidu in 3Srea£(emia£(i tf^ire to procccUe/' ^ 

$ 9. On base testons of Henry VHI. having a head 
stamped on each side,^A teston of this type would be 
an ornament to the richest cabinet Snelling, an ex- 
perienced dealer in eoins, had ne?er obtained a sight 
of one;* nor had our learned numisnialic annaliatt 
the Rev. Rogers Ruding. • I cannot therefore per- 
suade myself of its existence; and shall hazard a 
conjecture as to the source of the hallucination. The 
reverse of the testons of Hemy VIIL is an expanded 
roee crowned. Now I conomve that IXIsraeli, in 
some moment of excitement, mistook the expanded 
rose for the expanded visage of his Majesty ; or per- 
haps examiaing some teston of which the reverse had 
been worn smooth at shovelboard, he funded the re- 
flected object to resemble the head of a king — and 
hastily concluded that there was a head stamped on 
each side* 

§ 8. On the proportion of brass contained in the^ 
testons. — ^The ancient standard fot silver coin was 

* John Heywoodes woofkes, 1566. 4to. £p. 5th 100. No. 6S. 
> View of the Silver Coin, 1762. Fol. Plate iii. No. 38. < Aimals 
of the Coinage of Britaioy 1S19. 8vo. Plate viii. 3 and 6. 
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lloz. Sdwt fine and 18 dwt allay* ^ The testona of 
the $4th Henry VIIL contained 10 oz. fine and 9 os. 
allay;* those of his 36th year, 6 oz. fine and 6 oz. 
allay ; ^ and those of his 37th year, 4 oz. fine and 
6 oz. allay.^^ But this allay was not brasa : it waa 
CK^^^fKr — which, as Fuller veiy justly remarks^ eomr 
mm people eonfintnd with hrauP 

§ 4. On the red pimples which broke out mi their 
silver faces. — How could D'Israeli suppose red pim- 
ples to be occasioned by hrass ? or, indeedy any de- 
scription of pimples I The allay, whatever it was, 
wonld combine with die silver — and the colour of the 
testons be uniform. So Heywood describes them : — 

" Ci&figf Cf^ton£( loofee xMt : Joto lifef l>ou tljeslamt? 
CtK a tookcn of grace : t^^cg bluje;))e for £(|)aau/*" 

The truth is that D'Israeli utterly mistakes the 
nature of the allusion. The head on the shilling of 
Henry VII. was a profile : so that the aande was the 
prominent part The head on the teston of Henry 
VIIL was a fiiU face ; and to the inevitable abrasion 
of the nose, added to the baseness of the metal, our 
historical antiquajry should have attributed that ap- 
pearance which occasioned the allurion to Brasen- 
nose. 

§ 5. On the ill-humour which provoked the allusion 
to Brasen-nose college. — When we have occasion to 
contradict, politeness requires that it should be done 

. ' W. Lowndes, Report on Silver CoinSi 1695. Svo. p. 18. 
■ Ibid. p. 22. • Ibid. p. 22. ^ Ibid. p. 23. " W.E 
Oxf^., p. 328. " Woorkes, 1566. 4U>. £p. 5th. 100. No. 64 
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in some circuitous method — but the claims of brevity 
induce me to adopt the dired method. I therefore 
declare that the allusion which lyisradi attributes to 
the UMummtr of the people, should be attributed to 
the good-humour of an individnaL Heywood was in 
much esteem with King Henry VIII. and possessed 
a rare fund of good humour.^* He thus coududes the 
address to the readers of his fifth bookf wliicb oodi' 
tains the above epigrams : — 

Sltf tor mirti^, mwrilw tfftf make tt, 
^0 pou, in mirti), m^til^ ioiUUkt it," 
$ 6^ On the duration of the popular fedwg* — The 
first debasement of the silver coin took place in the 
84th Henry VIII. « — and the first considerable de- 
basement in the 36th Henry VIII. -^^ but all the base 
coin was called in by proclamation on Michaelmas 
euen befbre nooM the 2nd Eiisabeth.^^ I need not 
die Blair or Sir Harris Nioolas to prove that this 
leaves about eighteen years for the duration of the 
popular feeling : our historical antiquari^ calculates it 
at fifty years ! 

The learned FRANas Douce, Esq^ to whom the 
lively muodlany is inscribed, was mudi attached to 
numismatics ; and wrote an article on testons, which 
he admits to have cost him no small labour He 
must have been amused with the curious fact concern-- 
tug our coinage^ so deverly historified by his friend 
ly Israeli — and no doubt considered it as one of tlie 
Cxixisiiiiit^ oC Uttaature. 

» Wdod, Alh. Oxon., 1S91-2. Fd. i. 11 6. CemdeD, Re- 
mniis* 1614. 4to. p. 299. Lowndet, K., p. 22. ■* IMd. 
p. 22. Stow, Annales, 1601. 4to. p. 1094. lUustratioDs 
of Shakspeve, 1607* Svo. i. 35. 
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It now appears that Mr. Ulsraeli never beheld a 
tuterl — but he ventures to contro?ert one of my stat^ 
matB. He hid described the peiiod of tiM Mmi^ 
meDt of llie flUyer coin to be fifty years» f staled it 
correctly at eighteen years. In return for this correc- 
tion, he calls me a vile suppressor of evidence and 
dedbm, with a shout of triumph, that Camden tells 
ua it was **two hundred yaaia and more." Hie 
▼enerable Camden diaD be my witness; and Ua 
evidence may enable the public to decide between 
the mendacity of the Pseudo- Illustrator, and the 
Tsractty of die late Honorary IVofeasor. ^Kmg 
Henry liie eyght,** says Camden, • • * in hb kter 
dayes first corrupted the rich coyne of this flourishing 
Kingdome with Copper." • ♦ • « By ber benefit," con- 
tinues Camden, speaking of Queen Elizabeth, Eng- 
land enioyeth aa fine^ or rather Sner steriiqg siluer 
dm euer it waa in lliis Reahae by the spaee of two 
hundred yeares & more ; a matter worth marking and 
memory.** Mr. D'Israeli then adverts to the numis- 
matic essay of Mr. Douce ; and introduces this supers 
flttoua flourish: ^ to which I might add somethmg 
which Mr. Comey didtt mi at prmeni ham^ I may 
not comprehend the threat; but shall attempt a 
suitable reply. I possess a Ms. valuation of the 
literary qualifications of Mr. Disraeli, by Frands 
Douce, Esq.— the particukra of which Mr. Ulmdi 



Rtmainei, 1614. 4to. pp. 306-0. 
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AttT. IV. — The effirontery of Vasari — the 
hnhmk of Silvuo Razn — the union of both 
in I. D*Isnieli» Esq., D.C.L. and F.8.A. 

" // i$.,.stran(je that neither Tiottari iior Tiraboschi ap' 
pear to have been atvare tJiat Vasari emploifed otJiers to 
wni$ for him;,..I have discovered tUe $uum the ekief 
writer the lAeee efAe Painters, toko mroU under the 
dinelkM ef Vaearif emd probahfy eftm vted hie own noHif* 
rml ttyle^ tmd tuiwejfed to tcf Aim r^eeHom tolM eim/if 
come from Mr mmce^'^h D'IsaABti.' 

In certain colIectioiiB towards Aft Inquiry inio Me 

Literary Character of I, ly Israeli^ Esq,, D.CL. and 
F^.A, (which are preserved in a private depository) 
an attempt is made to enumerate the pecufiar quafi- 
flcatkms of that writer; and the precedence is asrign- 
ed to his extraordinary aptitude fbr discovery. 

He is said to be the son of an Italian. He has 
certainly travelled in Italy, and is conversant with its 
literature;' and it is therefore reasonable to expect 
that ibis aptitude fbr discovery should shine vri^ 
more than common brilliancy on such a subject as 
the character and talents of \ asari. Without pre- 
tensions to either of the advantages which he pos- 
sesses) I shall presume to examine how fiur those ex- 
pectations are reaHsed. 

Vasari published the first edition of his Lives of 

' C. L., 238-6. ^ C. h.f i. 43, ii. 198, etc. 



Digitized by Google 



ILLUSTEATBD. 



1^ in 16^0 s' andafevifledaditumin 1568.« 
In ISIlf Ant ymtn 1k§ duA efFoMon, Fatiiar 
Sersfioo Razsi inddentallj slated tliat the Liva of 

the Painters were chiefly written by his brother 
Silvano RazzL^ To this atateinent D'Israeli ia 
pleated to gm faHl eradenoa-^and he aanooneea it 
aa a diMO0o«fy. 

He opens his case by asserting that Vasari was 

mere painter and yoldsmith^ and not a literary maji/* — 

I prefer the authority of Vasah himaelf, and shall 
eall him apamltr and abchrbct^ ner can I omit to 
add that he Mft tfte^/&Mie la jnbr«m The 

latter part of the assertion is not more credible. If 
Vasari had been devoid of the qualifications of a 
wntaT} would Cardinal Famese have urged him to 
undertake Ihe work? Wouki Giono^ Caitv Molza^ 
etc. have enoooraged him to proeeed?* Beodea^ the 
remark is out of place: it is the very point to be 
proved. 

He proceed^ It u.*.siratiffe thai neither Bottari nor 
lirab&fM ofijpmKt hwat htm awart duxt Vamai m* 
jibyed Mm to write fir Atak — It ia strange that 

' Le Vite de* piv eccellenti Aiehitettiy Pittoii, etc. da Giorgio 
/ Vasari. In Firenze, 1550. 4lo. 8 paiti. * Le Vite de' piv 

eccellenti Pittori, etc. da M. Giorgio Vasari. In Fiorenza, 1568. 
4to. 3 vols. • ** Ma chi pur volesscy pud vedere il tutto nelle 
vita de' Pittori^ Scultorif ed ArehUetti scritte per la piit parte da 
D Silucnio Rnzzi mio fratello per it Sig. Cavalierc M. Giorgio 
Vumri Aictino auo amicUsimo.*^ Serafiiio Razzi, \'ite de' Santi, 
etc. cited by Nelli, Saggio di Storia Letteraria, etc. Lucca, 1759. 
410. p. 58, note 2. • V. P., 15G8. Title. Milizia, Lives 

of Aichiiects, by Mrs. Cresy, 1826. 8vo. ii. 25. Lanzi, iiis- 

lory of Painting in Italy, by T. Koscoe, 1828. 8vo. i. 238. 
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lyitrarii thffliH nuike so wfomded mi MMTtion* 
Bottariy one of llie most leanied prektes of dMi 

court of Rome in the last century,^ published a splen- 
did edition of the Lives of the Painters in 1759-60.*® 
He expressly states that Fasariy in his second ediiUm^ 
feetived the aaUkmoB of Sibfom MaztL^^ He 9fm 
enters into a diseosrion on ttie amount of siwiHtWKHflj 
and concludes that Razzi may have contributed cer- 
tain eloquent passages on virtue and monastic perfec- 
tion;^ but Poggiali has proved that his conclusion 
WIS in part founded on nusapprehension.^ Itrm^ 
hotM pines ^ passage of Senfim^ Raggi vbrbatim 
He remarks that if the falsehood of it could not be • 
shown, it would much diminish the praise due to 
Vasari — but leaves die eiaannation (ditto otbers.^^ 
We now arrive at tbe important announesnien^ I 
HATE DiscovsaKO, otc — Will lyisraA condescend 
to define the word discovery 9 our lexicographers seem 
all at fauU. If he uses it in the sense of discovery to 
Aims^ff it will at onoe account for the perpetual oe- 
cuirence of the word in the Uo^ minseUany; if he 
means discovery to the pubHc-^l have proved that as 
to the statement of Serafino Razzi, he made no dis- 
covery. 

It is to be presumed that D'lsraeU has read 
LanasL^ He dtes him repeatedly, and calk him Ifae 

• Ginguen^, Biog. Univ., v. 259. Vite de' piu ecccUenti 

Pittori, etc. illustrate con note, Roma, 1759-60. 4to. 3 vols. 
" Ibid. i. xiii. " Ibid. i. xiv. *• Seiie de* Tesii, etc. 
Livomo, 1813. 8vo. li. 392. Storiadella Letteratura Italia- 

ua, Modena, 1787-94. 4lo. vii. 1611. Storia Pittorica deUa 

lU^iai Bassauo, 1795-6. 8vo. 3 vols. etc. 
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sagacious LanziJ^ Now, the sagacioas Lanzi also 
makes the statement which D'Israeli claims as a di»* 
eorary: he made it in 1795»^7 and wkh the addition 
ol some critical rmmAM in 1809*^ Pi^ggiali alto 
repeated the statement of Serafino Ratri in 1813 
while that portion of the lively misceUany which com- 
{wised the article on Vasari — a portion produced at 
the period of liis in whid^ aa I^laraoli ezpnHeB 

otfj^wi oMif ^ wi^fMiJ ftttsorchf and MtnkB 
out new remits in die history of kuoum nature^ — was 
not published till 1823.«* 

So much for the di$cavery» The truth or falsehood 
of the statement is a sepante qnestioi^ and a matter 
of opunon* I shall thetefbfe kare ly ItraeH m qniet 
possession of such conclusions as best suit his pecu^ 
liar notions of historical testimony ; but as an anti- 
dote to his paradox shall transcribe the remarl^ 
made on tiiis subject by the late Professor Salfi — 
and I brieve it will be admittod tiiat a oontrotertiUe 
point could scarcely be treated with more candour 
and impartiality : — " Tiraboschi hasarde cette cita- 
tion sans Texaminer*^^ Mais senut-il vraisemhlablo 
one Vasarii aui oettes ne manniialt nas de toua lea 
moyens n^oessaires ponr oompoew mi pareil ounage^ 
eut voulu s*attribuer les travaux d'un autre, que 
celui-ci I'eut tol^e de bon gre, et que les Jb lorentins 
eux!-m^mes» qui les conniusssdent bien tons les deuX| 
n'eament pas d^il6 le plagiat de Fun et la bon- 

C. L., 312, 218, 218, etc. S. P. I., i. 177. 

»• Ibid. Bassano, 1809. i. 194. »» & T., ii. 392. » C. L., 
UYU C. IhySecood Serist* 8ve. 8 vols. Ma cbi pur 
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iMMnie de Tautre ? . Nous croyons que Silvano Raazi» 
ooosoh^ par Vaaai^ son wad, revit tout au pLoi ns 
^ent% et probdblment lut oommumqua see i»- 

marques ; et que Serafino, son frc re, par une sorte de 
vanite, infera de cette correspondance litteraire plus 
<}u'il ue devait On aait d'ailleiiXB que Vasari avait 
•nsn ooiiBalt6 lea artattea eft ka cBBSfeeon ka plua uh 
atruitB de mm tomps, tdb que YimseDso Borghini, ^ 
d'autres ; et lui-raeme ue mauque pa:> de I'avouer 
dans son ouvrage." 

Such is the critical aeotenoe of the learned and ju- 
dieiooa Salfi, the aaaodate and eontiiiiiatctf of Giii- 
giMii^ I ahall Tenture to make one small addMon 
to it — remote as the subject is from my habitual pur-? 
suits. 

Father Serafino Rasa» some ten yean after the 
pnblieatioii of the stitonent under diacnsaion, at 
whieh tune Im brotim l^lvano was Abbot of the mo- 
nastery of the Angeli at Florence, wrote an account 
(^certain Dominican hriars who had occupied their 
leisure with success in tiie cultivation of the fine arta; 
and in that short nairatiTe ^riee pointedly names as 
the autiior of the Xt«es of the AMm — Id Cava- 
Li£B£ Vasari.** 

F. Salfi, Histoire Litt^nure d'ltalie de P. L. Gingaen^^ 
Paris, t81l» etc. In-8. x. 342. ^ Cme ptd lungamente 
ioimiiCamHere Vmari, wKe mte vHe de Piiioru^F. GMhum 
ImAia^o, amueno notfroy men molio lodato dd CautUUere Vmmi. 
— Lo modo narra il Fetori nette tue vite de i PittoriJ* Istoria 
de gU hTomioi illvstrLilel lacro otdine de gli Predicatori. Scritta 
da F. Serafino Raui. Lucca, 1596. Sm. 8vo. pp. 354-6-9. — I 
parchised this curious book from the library of the late Karl of 
Guilfoid. 
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Now that Disraeli, with all the advantages of 
his transalpine travels and ^miliarity with Italian 
literatoe^ ifaouki have had the btmhomie to place 
80 much eonfidenoe in the precipitate statement 
of Serafino Razzi; that he should have had the 
effrontery, in defiance of obvious proofs, to dispute 
the iotelhgeace of Bottari and Tiraboschi; and to 
imioiiiiee m a dieeoviery of his own what has been 
veooitled in Tarious wofks of first^vte celebniy ; aie 
circumstances which must surely be considered as 

I hftYO exhibited, for the gratification of the 
Io?er of curiosities, a D.CL. who had confounded the 

code of Justinian with the pandects; and a F.S.A. 
who sneers at the Bayeux Tapestry, and never beheld 
a tester / I now exhibit this versatile writer as a dis** 
cbverer in Itahan Hterature. He £uls to produce 
evidoice tiiat Vasari was a mere painter and galdnmSi 
— the very fiction which gave plausibility to his dis^ 
emery. He attempts to elude, what he cannot deny, 
my assertion as to Bottari; but he admits it as to 
Tiraboschi The &et had escaped him — for it was 
not in the index! The counter-evidence on the main 
question which I produced from Serafino Razzi, he 
omits to notice. He concludes with the novel idea 
that ^ an Italian historian, extracting from an Italian 
writer, could not very well avoid giving the extract 
▼ERBATiM.'* I have, at least, named an English his- 
torian who has repeatedly extracted from an English 
writer, without giving the extract verbatim. 
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AaT. V. — A lament for Luis de Camoens 

—with a specimen of superfluous fiction. 

^ Cameens, the mUtary pride Pwtugal^ depriiced tf 

the necessaries of life, perished in a hosjntal at Lisbon, 
This fact hm been accidentally preserved in an entry in a 
copy of the first edition of the Lusiad^ in the posseaim 
Lard Hoikmdr'^h DluusLi.* 

I could wish to transport myself to the banks <tf 
the Derwent-wateTf end obtain permifiaon to turn 
oY«r die leav68 of a certain biblxothbca' LusrrANA. 

MANUSCRIPTA or to some less romantic site on the 
Tyne (where, however, the mmes haunt) and hold 
converse with the zealoua biographer of Camoens.' 
Depriyed of such aadstanoe^ I may lament ti)e &te of 
Ae Lnaitanian baid — but caimok promiBe maidi inna* 
tration of it. 

IVIsraeli is pleased to style Camoens the solitary 
pride of Portugal — This IB a mnari compendium of 
the literary history of that nation; but not likely to 
supersede the jbur gi^mtlc foUoe of Fidier Diogo 
Barbosa Maehado.^ 

' C. L., i. 42. " R. Southey, Hist, of Brazil, 1810-19. 4to. 
iii. V. ' I leave this effusion in its primitive state; but have 
since been favored by John Adamson, Esq. M.Il.S.L., etc., the 
biographer of Camoens, with a Bibliotheca Lusitana, New- 
castle-© n-Tyne, 1836. Sm. 8vo. pp. iv.4-116. It describes an 
ample collection of the best books on Portuguese literature — and 
is a choice specimen of bibliography. * Bibliotheca Lusitaniy 
Litboa, 1741-59. 
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lyisneli liieii statei ibat CmaoeaB, dq/rmtd cfAe 

necessaries of life, perished in a hospital at Lisbon. — I 
consider this as superfluous fiction. Camoens, who 
was called the Prince of the Poets of his time — Ca- 
WMoaai whose Lunadas had oblaiDed the afqprobatkm 
eC SeiMStiaii — CBmoeii% whose epic was m its cast 
80 national, so calculated to extend the fame of 
Lusitanian enterprise — was indeed left in the ranks 
of hopeless poverty. He was not without a friend — 
hut the BympnAkj of the Lusitaiiians was denied 
hjflu; — 

** Dans ce d^laissement fonestey 
Un ami toutefoii lui reste ; 

Mmi ee n*estpas un Lusitain : 
Chaque soir sa main cfattiiafate 
Qu^te la pain que sur leur table 
lis pailagmt le lendemain.''* 

Death bereft him of his faithful Antonio — a native 
of Jaya, who had accompanied him from Indiai He 
aorrived faun hot a few montibs* Sidmess waa added 
to his other nosfortmies ; the news of the deadi of 

Sebastian, whose achievements he intended to cele- 
brate in verse, increased it ; and he expired on the 
bed of poverty m 1579. Such is the iDformatioii a^ 
fiocded by his contemporaries Manoel Coma and 
Pedo de Mariz;^ and by his earliest biographer, 
Manoel Severim de Faria.^ It does not warrant 
the assertiou — nor does the nairative of Dom 

* Raynouard, Journal des Suvans, 1829. p. 430. ' Os 
Lvsiadas, Lisboa, 1613, 4to. Sig. f 4 verso. Fol. 1. 308. 
verso, ' Discvraos Varios PoUdiMSy Evon, 1624. 4to» p. 
128. 
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Jos^ Maria de Soma* — Aat Lok de Gamoais 

perished. 

I have taxed D'lsraeli with superfluous fiction — and 
now tax myself wilh nptrflnous facts. His mot 
admitB of a shorter •Xj^analkm. He Ibnieriy wnte^ 
^ Gamoena was deprired of the neoessariee ef Bfis 

and is believed to have perished in the streets He 
afterwards ascertaiDed that Camoens nUed in a ho3» 
pikal; but, penarkMB af vevisioQ — or, niried by 
oeitttu aotioDa on the cuAnittifwv milAof'j-^he is 
now pleased to atate that CamoenB perished in « 
hospital ! 

He adds, This fact has been accidentally preserved^ 
etc. — ^He leavea tiM eredufeoa to oonaider the duoovtry 
of iSboBfiui as the result of his leeraed reseaidbm at 

Holland House. Now, that Camoens died in a hos^ 
pital was stated by Manoel de Faria e Sousa in 
1689;^° by Diogo Harbosa in 1752 by Peilicer in 
1797;^ fay Don Joa^ Maria de Soma, who fpriiited 
the note ffom the volume which had been laranssritted 
to him by T.uid Holland, in 1817 and by Mr. 
Adamson, to whose learnecl researches we are really 
much indebted, in 1820.^* From Mr. Adamson, in 
hti^ has lyisraeii silently borrowed the iriiole of fais 
aoaount of C^uuomm exe^pi tte ^nwv* 

I disclaim all pretensions to an acquaintance with 

« Os Lusiadas, Paris, 1817. Fol. Vida de C. pp. 69-70. 
^ C. L., 1791. 8vo. p. (31. Lvsiadas de Camoens, Madrid, 

1639. Fol. Vida de C. col. 33. " B. L.,iii. 71. " Don 
Quixote de la Mancha, Madrid, 1797. 8vo. Vida de C. p. cciii. 
•» Os l.usiadas, Paris, 1817. Fol. Vida de C. pp. 6&-70. 

Memoirs of Luis de Camoens, 1820. 8vo. i. 207. 
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Portugaeto Stentnre; ksre praniMi hd mtnitf 
oi WYmtnl^aa cn the 1 — an te d hJte ol CaiiMMiiB; 

and shall be satisfied if the reader will permit me to 
ckfis the statement of D'laraeli as one of the minor 

Me. lyisraeli attempts to justify his aflsertiiMi 

that Camoens perished in a JtospifaU by the example 
of M'"*'. de Stael — who, as he declares, so expresses 
hmdL I must inform him that M*"'. de Stael ex*- 
pmmt borself in French.^ He aftenvwdi^ with hk 
mial ooneifltency, adnute thit he should have said, 
died in a IwspitaL^^ 



Art. VI. — Queen Elizabeth appointing her 
successor — our female historian and our male 
historian* 

I «VM intiwteoid to lfiMAilatt» «Im audwr offcvtml 
loriflil woikiy tmd etpsMfif om m EUubsih, She is a weU- 
infoniied and IMjr woiMn» and I Ibund her coDTeraatioo veiy 
eiitertaiiiuig.**—FB£i>BBicK ton Ravmeb.^ 

Miss Aikin, whose JUsmoirs ike Court of Qmm 
EUmAsA^ lie helm ase^ describes Iftc dMi^ mme 
the long aasd euentful life of her Majesty in Ae words 
of Sir Robert Gary, afterwards Earl of Monmouth.-^ 
D' Israeli twits this accomplished writer as our 

" Biog. Univ^ vi. 621. *• I. I., p. 79. * England in 

1835, 12mo. ii. 113. • Memoirs of the Court of Queen, 
Elizabeth. By Lucy Aikiu, 1818. 8vo. 2 voU. ^ Ibid. ii. 
493, etc 
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femdk hidmian^* — tells U8 that she had not wasted 
" the bloom of life in the dust of libraries** ^ — and pre- 
tends to give the ikcret history of the dea^Oi of Queen 
EUzabeth from aa anikeniie Msfi Now» I shall 
weigh our female huiorian against our nude higtorum ; 
and 1 predict that the latter — in despite of the pon- 
derous additaments D.C.L. and F.S.A. — will exhibit 
unequivocal signs of comparative levity. ' 

Queen Elizabeth had always been extremely arerse 
to name a successor. Of this fact we have abundant 
and curious proofs. In 1559 the House of Commons 
made request to her Highness for marriage she 
would only promise that the realm should not 
desiUuie of an heir*^ In 1568 Mr. Speaker, with 
the whole House^ exhilnted a petition to her Majesty 
touching marriage and succession : she accepted it 
with an excellent oration — but was pleased to defer 
the answer for the pwniy of the cases,^ In 1566 
the Lords and Commons made suit to her Majesty 
for marriage and succession : she answered, as to the 
succession, that time would not get suffer to treat of 
t^;io and soon after dissolved the Parliament — ex<- 
pressmg^ with inconceivable sharpnessy her displea^ 
sure at the doings of the Comnums,'^ Her resolute 
behaviour on this occasion almost laid the subject of 
the succession at rest»^^ In 1575, however, Mr. 

4 C. L,, iv. 361, vi. 122. * Ibid. \v. 3C1. « Ibid. vi. 
130>7. ^ Journals H. C, i. 54. " Sir S. D'£wes, Journals 
lenp. Eliz. 1682. Fol. p. 46. * J.H.C., i. 64. Ibid. i. 

76. " Ibid. i. 81.+Sir S. lyEwet, J. p. 116. " U. 
Ellis, AichMologia, xviii. 242. 
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Speaker (prudently avoiding the obnoxious word 
sttccession) in the name of the House moved her 
Majesty to marry — to which she graciously promised^ 
for llie benefit of the reaitmy to dispose and incKne her^ 
self,^^ Her progress in this delicate operation did 
not satisfy the Commons; and in 1593 Sir Henry 
Bromley and Mr. Wentworth revived the topic of 
guccestum : they were dted before the Pn^y Ck>uncil 
— and, to appease offended Majesty, committed to 
prison !'* 

The Queen was no doubt favorable to the claims 
of James VI. — but chose to conceal her sentiments*'^ 
Early in IBOS, on the day of her last removal from 
Whitehall to Richmond, she remarked to the Earl of 
Nottingham, " My throne has been the throne of Kings^ 
and no other hut my next heir should succeed m^."^^ 
The importance of this remark could not escape the 
Lord Admiral* He communicated it to the Privy 
Coundl» who deputed the Lord Keeper Egerton, Mr. 
Secretary Cecil, and the Lord Admiral himself, to 
wait on her Majesty and ascertain her pleasure as to 
her successor — on which occasion she named the 
Kino of Scots.^^ 

We wiU describe an event of later date in die 
words of Sir Robert Cary : — 

" On Wednesday the twenty-third of March, she [the 
Queen3 grew speechless. That afternoone, by signes, she called 
for her Councill, and by putting her hand to her heady when the 
King of Scottes was named to succeed her, they all knew hee was 
the man she desired should reigae after her." *® 

^ Sir S. D'EweSy J. £^ p. 333. Ibid. p. 470. Cam- 
deni Annales £lis., 1717. Sto. p. Oil. Ibid. p. 909. 

V Ibid. pp. 911-2. ^ MemoiiB of R. Cary, 1759. Svo. p. 176. 

D 
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Now, Sir Robert Gary was a near relation of her 
M^esty, with whom he had repeated intenriews ; his 
aster Lady Serope was in constant attendance on her; 

another sister had been the wife of the favorite Not- 
tingbani ; and his brother Lord Hunsdon was a Privy 
Coimdllor.^^ Such were his opportunities of infor- 
mation — and his eharacter as dntwn by Canipion» a 
ocmtemporary of note^ adds to llie credibility of the 
above testimony: — 

*^ Vdus erat vite tenor, & pradentia iuncta 
Com grauitate ttbi ; lio qoasi nata foret : 
Nec rautauit honos, nec te variabilis stas ; 
Qui nouit iuttenem, notcet iternqne ienon.''* 

His Memeirs are also written in that artless manner 

which inspires confidence : " veracity" says Lord 
Orrery, is iJieir only ormmenJtT The most scrupu- 
lous historian conld scarcely resist sudi testimony — 
but it does not stand alone* Nottingham and Cecil 
assured M. de Beaumont, the French ambassador, 
that Elizabeth had named to them her successor some 
days before her death; and that her speech failing 
they requested her, in presence of others of the couih 
dl, to confirm it— on which ^^the put her hand to her 
headr^ 

D'Israeli, however, is not satisfied with this odd 
statement ; and sarcastically remarks that Miss Aikin 
**eoyM only transcribe the account of Cary" He also 
asserts that on this occasion the exact Birch ^ <ftw» At» 
n^omuUion from ^ Utters of the French mbaesador^ 

» W. Dugdale, Baronage, 1675-S. Fol. ii. 39r-a+M» R. 
pp. 172*82. * Tho. Campiaoi Epigranimatvm libri II, 101 S. 

1 2010. Sis. A 7. ^ Birehy Hemoiif of Eliiabeai, 1754. 4to, ii. 506. 

* 
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ViUeroy** — Why, Mr. Historian^ it was the learned 
Dr, Birch — who Jirst pubUshed this statement ; and 
SO much did he value it, that he declared the remark > 
able dTCunmtances of the last iUness and death of 
ElizabetJi to be **besi demribed m wordB cf Sir 
Robert Cary^^^ Besides, Mr. Historian, the name 
of the French ambassador was not Villeroy ! 

We must now examine the Ms. — ^D'lsraeli 8aith» 
HATS niscovsBsn a atriouM doaauni i» a nuarn* 
$cripi vohane firmerly in ^ pagmsimt rf Pefyf* — but 
whether in the British Museum, or in the State- 
paper Oliice, or in the archives of Bradenham House, 
the lively scribe seemeth not to remember. I will 
refresh his memory. The Tolome to whidi he lefeis is 
the Lansdowne Ma. No. 51S ; but an earlier transcript 
of the narrative is preserved in the Cotton library, ** 
another transcript in the Sloane collection, and two 
in the library of the Inner Temple. The portion 
mtroduced by I^Israeli ivas even pubUthed by Mr. 
Nichols, in a work which obtains a prominent station 
in every collection of Elizabethan history, in 1788 
— and repeated in 1^2^:-^ The statement in ques- 
tion stands thus in the Lansdowne Ma. : — 

''She [the Queen] not being able to speak, was asked bj 
Mr. Secretary in this sort, wee beseech your Majesty if you 
remaine in your former resolutioD and that yoa would ba?e the 
King of Soots to succeed you in your Ktogdmne shew some eigne 
unto OS, [vis. Egerton, Nottingham, and Cecil] whereat wddtdnfy 
keaoekig her st lfe upward m h§r M and ptdSng her arm out of 

"Earl of Hardwicke, Letters of Sir D. Carleton, 1780. 4to. p. 1. 
» Historical View, 1749. 8vo. pp. 205-13. Titos, C. vii. 

fol. 57. Add it. Ms. No. 1786. fol. 3 verso . * Progresses of 
Q. Eliiabeib, 1788-1805. 4to. ii. 8ig» A. p. 1, etc. Ibid. 2nd. 
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M the kdd koth her hands joyntltf together ever her head in mam- 
nert^a croipiie, wbenby u they gumed shee signified that shee 
did not onelj with bim the kingdome but dtsircd the oootiBiiuioe 
orhiaeftete."* 

tyisraeli points out, as the quintessence of his 
discovery^ that the expression of Sir Kobert Gary 
^putting her hand to her headf too mbaki.t describes 
Ibejomu^ her hcmdM in manner of a crown!' He 
values the evidence according to its scenic effect He 
thinks it pro])able that Elizabeth, who excelled in 
majesty of demeanour, should have closed her 
career with an act of mimiciy. 

I do mot hesitate to assert Hiat the Petyt Ms. 
(which D'Israeli is inclined to ascribe to Cecil) is an 
unauthoritative compilation. It commences thus: 

About the Friday senenight after Chrismas laH 
being about the 14. January 1602," [1608] and we 
read within a few lines, <<Mr. Secretarie Cecill (after 
Earle of Salisbury)." — Now, Sir Robert Cecil was 
not created Earl of Salisbury till the 4th of May 
1605;^ so that the document of which Disraeli 
▼aunts the importance — ^tbe document on which he 
builds his triumph o?er our fimale hUiarian—hwB 
on its face the marks of in-authenticity. 

In the Petyt Ms. the date and circumstfiuices of the 
event are both mistated* The author represents it 
to have occurred about 4 P. M. on the S4th of 
March; before that hour James L had been pro- 
clmmed at Whitehall and Cheapside Cross He 

edit iii. 607, etc. » Laoidowne Ms. No. ibl. 43. » Sir 
Robert NaQOtoii, Fragmenta Regalia, 1 641. 4to. p. 3. Howes, 
Annales, 1615. Fol. p. 663. *^ Stow, Annalei, 1605. 4to. p. 
1425. 
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represents it to have oociimd in die pmenoe of 

Egerton, Nottingham, and Cecil, alone — to whom 
the sign was superfluous : we have the testimony of 
Nottingham and Cecily as communicated to M. de 
BeamnoQ^ that it was in pmenoe of the council — to 
whom it was of the utmost importance. 

The judicious aathor of Certaine s/iort ohscruations 
concern ing the life of Elizabeth^ -^'^ (composed, it appears, 
in the autumn of 1603)^' records some interesting 
particulars of her latter moments whidi he reoeived 
from ^ meh pmons as had good meemei to mdarttand 
the trutli of things*^ ; ^* but when about to relate that 
the Queen " hfted vp hir hand to hir head, and 
turned it round in the forme of a circle,^ he says^ 

It is bbfobtbd — ^ and concludes with, Ifiue re- 
partes whether Ihey were true indeed s or ffhun out ef 
purpose hy such as would haue them so to be beleeued it 
is hard to say : sure I am they did no hurt" " He 
adds that there were diuerse mmors spread concern- 
ing &e manner of the death of the Queen; and I 
consider the narratiTe cqned in the Petyt Ms. to hea 
mere distant echo of some of the rumors of the time. 

It would be useless to continue the illustrations of 
this pretended diseonery in Elizabethan history. The 
&cts which I have produced, will enable the inquisL- 
tiye student to repeat the statical experiment alluded 
to at the commencement of this article ; and the 
Jesuit must inevitably be^ the exaltation of our 
male histarias^itie courteous author of the CtinaifUicif 
e€ Siteratnrt • 

^ Addit. Ms. No. 718. « Ibid. fol. 39. Ibid. fol. 3SU 
Ibid. fol. 39 verso. 
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%^ (ka^ mak hulorkm mMteB tiiptAe^ 

on Miss Aikin and himself, or ratlier on liiraself and 
Miss Aikin — for he contrives to make himself the pro- 
minent object. His effusion is a neat example of what 
LoDginiiB styles Parenthyise^ or itt-iimed emuHoiu I 
shal] exhibit tlie dmiiielecm in his trae cdlours. He 

is aishamed of his sarcasm on our female historian, but 
has not the manliness to avow it : he now calls it a 
congratulation ! — He cannot controvert the least pop- 
tioii of the ftcts detailed in the above article; bat, 
with ilie petnlanoe of a spoiled child who is thwarted, 
declares that the narrative of Sir Robert Gary is 
" tite very worst of aU these narratives^ 

A note to Yaa comment calls for a short remark. 
He refers to lilr. Toiiier on Uie Petyt Ms.; Mr. 
Turner cites as his authority Mr. D'Isiaeli I It was 
unhandsome on the part of Mr. D'lsrae^ to draw in 
his learned friend — who is not very felicitous on the 
last period of the history of Elisabeth* He mis- 
leads us as to the day of her death ; and prints, as 
the simplest and truest statement of the particulars in 
question, what the author of it gives as a R£P0£T ! ^ 



Art. VII. — John Stow the annalist — with 
illustrations of ancient gravity, and modern 

fippaucy. 

Thefashums tf Me EUzabedmn age kaoe hem ekra^ 
nkkd hg hornet Mm Sknee* Sknoe woe crigkiaS^ a 
tailor, emd toAen he laid down lAe. Meoiv, and took ^ 
pen, the taste and curiosity fir dress was stsU retained, 

^ Hist, of the reigns of Edward VI. etc 1829. 4to. pp. 701-2. 
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He U the gram ekrmw^r €f matten ThBchro' 
nology cf rt^fif and tn^M to^fttoB: the revohtUeH if steel 
poking-sikks, instead of bone or wood used by ike /oifii- 
dresses; ^ wvasion of shoe-buckles, and the total rout of 

sh(^-roscs ; S^ c These, and occurrences as memo- 

rahle^ receive a pleasant kind of historical pomp in the im- 
portanty and not incurious, 7iarrative of the ctntiguary and 
the tailor "~-h DIsbabli. ^ 

After tlie avowal of feelings approaching to yene- 

ration for certain members of the literate fraternity — 
need I hesitate to call John Stow, the venerable 
John Stow ? So^ at least, it delights me to find him 
called hy a learned transatlanttc writer — an annalist 
himself of no mean note.^ 

Stow passed a prolonged life in the love-making or 
wooing of truth ; and never had truth a more faithful 
admirer. England is indebted to him for the most 
elaborate coeval picture of the brilliant era of Eliza- 
beth — and London for the traces of her growth during 
six centuries ; but neither the nation nor the metro- 
polis did him justice* Poverty was the unmeet com- 
pinion of his latter years; and when his claims were 
represented to the British Solomon — ^ihe British 
Solomon, in recompeme of the toil of near half a cen- 
tury, and as an encouragement to others, graciously 
permitted him to become a mendicant I Behold> in 
pioo^ one of the euriodties of Uteraiure : — 

^' Jttdes, by the graoft of God, King of England^ Scotland^ 
Fmnoe and Ireland, dehndet ei the Faith Sec To aU our 

welbeloued Subiects, greeting. 
Whereas our loutng Subiect, lohn Stowe (a very aged, & 

^ C. L., i. 330. ' Abiel Holmes, D. D., Annals of America^ 
Cambridge, [U.^.] 1829. 8to. i. 3. 
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worthy nember of our oHj of Loodaa) th» floe Ic fiiity jtm 
Mtk to his gioftt dMUgo^ it with ti«gket of hit oidiMiy m&um 
of mintaDance (for the gsnuall good aswott of poaleritie» as of 
the praaent age) oompilfld and publiihcd diuerae oeceaMiy bookast 

of theae hia pain- 

foil taboorei, & for enconragement to the like, bane in our royal! 
inclination ben pleased to grannt our Letters Patenta mda our 
great seale of England, dated die eightth of Blarch, 1608. dierby 
anthofiiing him, the aayd lohn Stowe, and his depntiesy to ooltoct, 
amongst our kuing Sobieets, theyr voluntary cootribution & kinde 
gntuities; as by the sayd Letters Fkitents more at large may 
appeare : Now, seeing that oar sayd Patents (being but one in 
them selues) cannot be shewed forth in diuerse places or parishest 
at onoe (as the occasions, of his speedy putting them in execution, 
may require) we bane therfore thought expedient, in tlus vnusoall 
manner, to recommend his cause ynio you ; bauhug alnsady, in 
ourowne person, and of our spedall grace, begun the largesse, 
for the example of odiers. Giuen at our palace at Westrnhnter," * 

The true date of the letters patent cited in this do- 
cument, is the 8th of Mardi 1004 Stow was then 

on the verge of his eightieth year ; and closed a life 
of labour on the 6th of April 1605 * — leaving a name 
which still acts as a chann on the lovers of English 
history. 

It is not fit tiiat we should dwell ezclunvdy on 

the shadows of existence. Stow was honored with 
the countenance and approbation of Parker, Whitgift» 
Camden, etc ^ Stow was fortimate in the posses* 
sion of rare manuscripts;^ manuseripto which woold 
daim n conspicuous station amidst the treasures 
at Middle- UilL He was, moreover, to use the Ian- 

' Harieian Ms. No. 367. fid. 10. A printed copy — probably 
umpie. * A. "M.^ Svrvay of London, 1618. 4to. p. 285. ' An* 
nales, 1601. 4to. Ustf. ete. ' Summarie abr. 1566. Ded, -f* 
Powely Historie of Cambria, 1584. 4to. Sig. t 7 veno. 
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goage of one of his contemponriefl^ a merry M 
moans'^ and H was yiaUe in a pkamni and dieefful 

countenance.^ We will therefore come to the con- 
clusion that he bore his poverty with patience, a 
ccmdusion which an authentic anecdote tends to 
confinn. Walking with Ben Jonson, they met two 
mendicant cripples; and the merry old mm asked, 

**u^t they loould have to take him to their order." ^ 

There is ample scope for the biographer of John 
Stow; and I am gratified in helieving that justice 
will shortly he done to his memory.^o Howes oon<* 
triyes to interest — hut provokes hy his hrevity. 
Strype is rather verbose than circumstantial — and 
has very imperfectly availed himself of the aids to be 
deriyed from bibliograj^y. 

The essayist shall now make his entrance. He re- 
idarks, in the true spirit of flippancy, that the chro- 
nicler was originally a tailor,, and that when he laid 
down the shears^ and took up the pen, the taste and cur 
riasityfor dress woi stiU retained. — The essayist, who 
prides himself as an adept in the phUo9opktf ofkUtmy^ 
would have us consider the tasie and euriasUy fir 
dress which the chronicler exhibits, as the remains of 
his former vocation ! — Is not luiward Hail, the chro- 
nicler, a geaUemam of Grayei Lm^t a citizen by birth 

f H. HoUaad, Ecclena S. IMi fllvstiata^ 1683. 4fo. Sig. C 3. 
' Howes, Annales, IdliS. Fol.p. SU* * EUnds ftom the 
Hawthomden IIsb. Edinb. 1881-2. 4to. p. 103. ^ I mtuie 
to state tiiat a memoir of Stow is contemplated by John Gougfa 
Nichols, Esq. FJSA«^whofle heiedltaiy love of lesearch, and 
minute acquaintance with our national antiquities, peculiarly 
qualify him to midcftake it. 

d5 
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and 9jfieeif a» eammon Ser^mmt of iMmdam^^^ BtSomoAj 

minute on dress ? We will examine the inference of 
D'l^^raeli more closelv. Stow records that in a "time 
of dearth and scarcitj of victuaki at Londo% an heoa 
eg was sold lor a peny, or diree 6gt for two peoee at 
iihe most**^ Had be been a vender of tbose edible 
curiosities ? The chronicler records that a " goodly 
challenge was made & obserued at Westminster at the 
tiltt with each one sixe courses : at the turney twelue 
strokes with the sword^ three pushes with Uie pim- 
diion staffs : and twehie Uowes witli the swrard tk 
harriers, or twenty if any were so dispo,<pfiy^^ With 
what technical minuteness does he enumerate the 
thrusts and blows ! Had he been a master of the 
art of defence ? The chronicler records that ^ Son- 
day the 5. of August, [1604] a lionesse named 13iza- 
beth, in the Tower of London, brought forth a lions 
wbelpe," and that " the 26. of February was an other 
lion whelped • • . by the foresaid lionessey" etc. How 
are we to account for the notice of sndi events? So 
nnHke the dignity to which modem historians aspire f 
Had the chronicler been a keeper of wild beasts? 
He shall answer for himself ^' Thus much of these 
whelpes haue I obserued, and put in memory, for 
that/ Aone mat rwd of any tfte hJke m land htfanj* 
etc.^^ Need I express the logical conclusion? If 
the chronicler is minute on dress^ it is because he 
loved to be minute on every subject which he not£D 

FOR POSTERmr. 

" Stow, S?r?ay, 1603. 4to. p. 114. " Annates, 1601. 4to. 
p. 1281. " Annales, 1601. 4to. p. 1116. " Aniiales, 1605. 
4to. pp. 1430, 1433. 
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The inttaly of die philosophy of kktar^ as eim> 
plttttd by lyisneli, will become more evident when 

I state that the attribution of the chronology of ruffs 
and tufted taffetas etc. to Stow the tailor, is utterly 
defoid.of author^ It w9B written by Sdaoiui 
Bowee^ asMtiAaiAir 1^ 

lyisraeli characterises Stow as the grave chroniekr 
of matters not grave. — He is the faithful chronicler 
both of gaieties and gravities — of whateyer be con- 
oemd would iatenat bk oontemponanes wS& poeterir- 
ty. As early as 1566, he tims aaoomee d bis news 
on the subject of historical composition : " in hysto- 

HIKS THE CHIEl F. THYNG THAT IS TO BE DESYHED IS 

truths;" and be added this caution on phrase* 
naketss*-^ 

^* lEdnoo^t axCU Sottti^nfle Kpiacfyt, rcnumba: to tabt 
;fot Crout!)e in plapn inotM mm bt tM$, of aalt a 

That the same principle actuated him through life, 
is evidenced by his travels " on foote vnto diuers 
cathedral churches and other diiefe places of the 
land to search reoordsf igy ijhe historical volumes 
whidi be ** caused to be printed by his versions 
of tlie old Latin chroniclers;'-' by his innumerable 
transcripts) excerptSy etc^ in addition to the well- 

Annales, 1615. Fol. pp. 869, 948. Edit. 1632. pp. H69, 
1038-9, etc. " Sumraarie [1565.] 8vo. To the lleiider. 
^ Howes, Anuales, 1615. Fol. p. 811. Annales, 1601. 4fo. 

Sig. a 4. Call. Mss. Angliae, 1697. Fol. nos. 10005-6. 

» lliirleian Mss. Nos. 247, 367, 530, 540. Lambeth Ms. No. 
138, Art. 10. 
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known works which he puhlished, vis. A Summary 

of English chronicles The Annals of England 
A Survey of LoTidon,'^^ " He alwaies protested,** 
says his hiograpber Howes, ^ neuer to haue written 
any tiling, dither for maUce, fear^ or &uour, nor to 
seeke his owne particuler gaine, or vaine glory, and 
that his only paines and care was to write truth."** 
This is his own testimony ; but it is incontroverti-* 
BLB. It is this unwearied pursuit of truth during 
an extended career, which exalts his moral cAiaracter 
— which stamps a value on his works — and has made 
his name as national as that of Bede, or Camden. 

I vehemently hate persiflage — when aimed at 
Hme who dmrve more ^um ordinary praise^ Stow 
complained, at the outset of his literary life^ of the 
snarlings of certain critics and there were also 
scoffers in those times.^ Bipeds, even of the cri- 
tical class, now rarely snarl; and scoffbig is consi- 
dered as beneath your exquidte writer. The ap- 
proved critical weapon is persiflage — in the use 
of which D* Israeli has attained a fair portion of that 
proficiency which is generally the result of assidu- 
ous appUcation. 27 This weapon, however, if not 
very skilfully handled, sometimes recoils; and shouki 
lyisraeli have had the misfortune to experience that 
annoyance, his persiflage on the venerable John 
Stow must undoubtedly be classed as one of the 
.Cunojtfitui^ af ftttirature. 

" 1565, etc. 8vo. " 1580, 1592, 1601, 1605,4to. the latter 
not a repiint. 1598, 1G03, 4to. •* Annales, 1615. p. 811. 

*• Summarie abr. 1566. Ded, * Howes, Annales, 1615. Fol. 
p. 811. ^ C. li.fpamm. 
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The eastigatoffy obeemftioin wlddi I made 

in favor of John Stow, have had due effect Mr. 
ly Israeli now styles him venerable Stowe. He 
reniaiks, in conclusion, that our aimalist gam the 
naHm their ChaMcer^ Poor Mr. lyianeli 1 he is sure 
to stumble whenever he enters his fii?0Ttte padiy the 

history of our vernacular literature. Stow edited 
Chaucer in 1561, and furnished his huing friend 
Sg^ht with Chaucerian notes, which appeared in 
1597 hut Master William Gaston gm Oe noHm 
0uir Chaticer — half a century hefbfe John Stow was 
bom.^^ 



Art. VIII. — Cervantes — Don Quijote de 
.la Mancha a native of Barbary ! 

** Cervantes composed the most agreeable book in the 
Spanuh language during his captivity in JBarbaay^* 

I. DlSBAfiLI.^ 

It is never advisable to commence an argument 
with an assumption; but an assumption which is 
readily assented to — and which the droumlocution of 
some Unsefy writer compels one to adopt— may per* 

haps escape censure. I shall therefore assume that 
by tJie most agreeable hook in the Spanish langtuige, we 
are to understand £1 iagemaso hidalgo Z>* Quigote d^ * 
hi jBi£ittuAeu 

» Svmy of London^ 1608. 4to. p. 465. * Tfpognqpihicia 
Antiquities, 1749. 4to. p. 54, etc. > C. L., i. 50. 
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The principal biographers of Cervantes are los Se- 
fiores D. Gregorio Mayans y Siscar,* D. Vicente de 
los Ilios,^ D. Juan Antonio PeUioer y Saforcada,'^ 
■Dd D. Martin Fkeniandea de Namvote.' I ezdade 
Nicolas Antonio and Sanniento$ Antonio^ on iStm 
score of his brevity'' — and Sarmi^nto> because his 
work remains in Ms.^ 

£1 Seftor Mayans wbb a learned and assiduous 
antbor;* bat lie could not ascertain the Urtli'^plaoe 
of O e rf an tes, nor was he aware of the aneedotos of 
his captivity furnished by Haedo.i' El Senor Rios, 
an officer of artillery possessing exquisite taste in 
literaturoy^® and el Senor PeUioeTf aflfcerwards libra- 
rian to his Catholic Miyesty»*^ pursued their re- 
searches wilh superior success ; but it is to the emi- 
nent abilities and activity of el Sefior Navarrete, and 
to the influence of his name over the keepers of t^e 
various arduTesy that we are indebted for the most 
complete life of Cervantes^* — and may he live to con- 

* Vida y Hecboi del ingenioso hidalgo Don Quixote de la 
Mancha, £n Londraa, 1780. 4to. VoL i. Vida de C. pp. 103. 
* £1 ingenioio hidalgo Don Qaixole de la Mandtty En Madrid, 
1780. 4to. Vol. i. Vida de C. pp. ec. * Eoitjo de ana Bibli- 
odieca de Tiradacloies Eapt&oleai Bn Madrid, 1778. 4to. pp. 
14d-98. * Vida de Miguel de Cemmtee Saavedra, Madrid, 
1819. 8vo. * Bihliotheca Hispana, Room, 1672. Fol. ii. 105. 
' BibliothecaHeheriana. Pt zi. No. 1410. * Sempere, Ensayo 
de nna Biblioteca Eipafiola, En Madrid, 1785-9. 8vo. it. 14, etc. 
' Vide Topogiaphia, e bistoria general de Argel^ En VaHadoUdy 
1612. Fol. » Sempeie, E. B. E., 17, elc. " Ibid. t. 06, 
etc. " Raynonaid, Jonmal dee SaTana, 1820. pp. 594-42. 
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timie biB iimliiable aoooont of llie mt)j nuaitime 

achievements of the Spaniards. 

Now, the circumstance stated by D'lsraeli has 
eluded the inquiries of the aforaeaid erudite biograr 
pheiSi^^ (not to mention the oppodte intimatioii of 
Cervantes himself, and if conclusiTe eyidence of it 
could be produced, I am persuaded that el Sefior D. 
Martin Fernandez de Navarrete would hail our most 
aagactouB compatriot aa the CoUmbui rf lUermy Ium- 

But, alas f it is a mere fictioruy a fictioa entirely de- 
void of the attractive qualities of fiction. — It might 
have been added, as an appropriati embelhahmentt 
that the autogm^ Ms. was still in the possession of 
the Dey of Algiers — that it was on superfine wove 
paper made by Whatman — that it was bound by 
Charles Lewis in a choice portion of the hide of el 
fqmoso cabaUo Mocinante — etc - 

Need I iqfieat the Jbets f — In Beu of adverting to 
^ 6ct% which have been repeated a hundred times^ 
I shall attempt a history of the Jictioiu 

In 1694-5 appeared a second edition o{ the Mtna- 
giana^ ou bans mots, etc de M. Meriage,^^ The first 
edition is ascribed to M. Galland, the learned orien* 
tifist^^ Hie second edition was publidied by M* 

" Vide Colecciou de los viages y descubrimientos, que hicieron 
por mar I05; Espanoles desde fines del siglo XV., Madrid, 1825-9. 
4to. 3 vols.— [Vols. A k. 5 appeared in 1337.] " Mayans, p. 
19. Uios, p. xiv. Peliicer, p. 164. and Navarrete, p. 95. 
" Pnilogo de D. Q. " M^nagiann, A Pans, 1694-5. 2 vol. 
in-12. " M. de Boze, Histoire de I'Academie Royale des lu- 
icriptions, 1740. In-8. ii. 42. 
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TAbb^ Faydit, qui la gro$nt de pbuuwn tmperH* 

nences;"^^ and among the additions which he made 
to it we find this paragraph : — 

J'ay <ml dire q«e Michd de Cemntee enleiir de ee Boman 
de Dom Qaivote manchety h qu'U auoit ooiDpoi6 ce livse 
ceptif en fisibarie."'* 

Fail not, courteous student, to observe that M. 
Faydit reports what M. Menage had heard reported* 
We have only the mfft-dire of an mO^rt-^hat some 
men value tihat sort of evidence. 

In 1791 appeared, anonymously, a volume entitled 
Curiositif's of Literature. It was chiefly compiled from 
the French Ana; and contained the fiction on Cer- 
vantes. In 1884 appeared a ninth edition of the 
wofk, adorned with the name of tiie pretended au^cr 
I. lyisraeli, Esq. D.C.L. and F.S.A. — Now, if we 
suppose each impression to have consisted of five 
hundred copies; if we allow about five readers to 
each copy ; and believe it pMtible that the readers 
should be no better informed than the compiler ; we 
must conclude that DMsraeli, in this instance alone, 

has misled more than twenty thousand of his readers I 
* * * # • 

I suppress the crowd of mortifying reflections 
niucb a review of this article has excited. — As an 
illustration of tiie insufficiency of periodical critidsm 

— of the carelessness of writers— and of the effects of 
misplaced confidence on the part of readers — the con- 
tinued currency of this fiction during om hundred aand 
fati^yian is a circumstance so bemabkabus — that it 

Foisset, Biog. Univ., xxviii. 254. M^Dagiana, 
ii. 8sl715. iii. lb, etc 
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seems almost superfluous to characteriae it as one of the 
CixmMii of lltcratiict. 

To commit an error is perfectly easy : to con- 
fess it is a serious affair. Mr. D* Israeli evades it, by 
asserting his conviction that Cervantes gave free- 
dom to his genius during his captivity*" He oertaii^ 
ly exercised bis genius in devising plans of escape*^ 
— and perhaps poetically.'^ Cen antes was redeemed 
in 1580.*^ Can it be conceived that our inimitable 
romancer, who lived by his wit8» should have detained 
d ingeMon hidalgo in the captivity of his writing 
desk ibr twenty-five yean? Mr. D^Israeli seems 
rather inclined to yield the point ; but contends that 
he was guided by a riyht feeliiiy — in deceiving, as he 
calculator half a mUHan of his readers ! 



Art, IX.— Sir Walter Ralegh — the author 
of some passages interspersed in the History of 
the World. 

**ltin$ true of him, [Sir Walter Bakgh] what ww of 
Caio Utieenaia : that be aeened to be bom to that onely which 
he went about: so dezteroiit was he in aU his undertakings, 
in court, in camp, by sea, by land, with sword, with pen, 
witnesse in the last his Bittoiy of the WorUL^—TnouAB Fvl- 

That stupendous volume entitled The Hidory of 

» Navarrete, p. 34, etc. *' Ibid. p. 57. ** Ibid. p. 50. 
* Worthies of Englaad, 166S. Fol. Devon** 362. 
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the World yfas first published in 1614." The learned 
Camden ascribed it to Sir Walter Ralegh ; ' Oldy a 
vigilant scrutineer of authoritieB, ascribed it to Sir 

Walter Ralegh;* and Mr. Tytler, whose acquaint- 
ance with the sources of historical evidence, and skill 
in its application, it would be superfluous^ to proclaim, 
also ascribes it to Sir Walter Ralegh.^ lyisnehf 
undaunted by the opinions of sueh formidable writersy 
announces the discovery of a little fact — sports one of 
his most novel (Irdnvtioiis — and reduces the especial 
claims of Sir Waiter to Me eloquent^ the grands and 
pathetic pcMoget mtertpened in that venerabU 
volume,"^ 

A voyage of discovery can never want interest. I 
shall therefore examine the track of lyisraeli ; en- 
deavour to do hun justice on the score of its novelty ; 
and, with the experience of some short cruises be- 
tween die same meridians and parallels, shall cor- 
rect it by the result of cai'cful and repeated observa- 
tions. 

He thrice announces a discovery; undertakes to 
disdoee the ucrei hutory of the work; asserts as a 
IncM that the ^ ofBectian cf Me maUriah of the His* 

tory of the World was the hhour of several persons ;** 
and names as contributors, Thomas Hariot, Mr. 
Serjeant Hoskins, Ben Jonson, and Dr. Robert 
BurreL With those objects in Tiew, we take our de> 
parture. 

4 

* London* Walter Bfire, 1614. Fol.— Iftl7. Fol. A retrnd 
fldXHon. ' Camdeni EpiaSoltt, etc. 1691. 4to* Antwies, p. 9. 
« life of Sir W. Belegb, [1735.] Fol. p. 188. • Liib of Sir 
W. Raleigh, Edinb. 1883. Sm. 8to. p. 333. < C. JL, v. 283. 



Digitized by Google 



ILLUSTRATED* 



1. Thomas Hariot — ^ There wa$ an Englu^ fhir 
to9opker .... TTunnas Hariotf whom Anthony Wood 

charges with infusing into RaicleigKs volume philoso- 
phical notions, while Rawleigh wcut composing his HiS" 
tory of the fVorldJ'—L msRAELL 

Anthony Wood makes no such charge. His words 
are : ** He [Hariot] was a deist^ and his doctrine he 
did impart to the said Count, [Henry, Earl of 
Northumberland] and to Sir Walt Raleigh, when he 
was in com|n]ing the History of the WorkL"'' — NoWf 
the assertion that Hariot impcaied such notions does 
not amount to the charge of infusing them into the 
volume ; besides, we have his own testimony, con- 
firmed by his executors, that he had no deistical 
notions to impart^ If the charge of tn/unon had 
been made, it should not have been repeated without 
adverting to its refutation. This omission shall be 
supplied. Wood states, in evidence of the deism of 
Hariot, that he maintained the eternity of matter ; but 
Sir Walter Ralegh, into whose volume die philosophic 
cat nation is reported to have been iitfusedy says» ^ the 
supposition is so iceake, as is hardly worth the answer ' 
ing Wood made use of the communication of 
Aubrey, almost verbatim ; and Wood himself admits 
that Aubrey was exceedingly credukmst and ^ vmM 
stuff his many letters sent to A.W, with fiUiries, [sic] 
a7ul misij formations" — points in the evidence which 

' Athenje Oxonienses, 1691-2. Fol. i. col. 390. • Report of 
Virginia, 1588. 4to. Sig. E 4. + Survey of London, 1633. Fol. p. 
831. * II. W., 1614. Sig. D 3. verso, Letters by Emi- 

nent Persons, 1813. 8vo. ii. 369. " Lives of Eminent Anti- 
quaries, Oxford, 1772. Svo. ii. 209. 
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could not escape die notice of one conversant mth 
our venuKuUxr Uterature* Hariot was by biiih and 

education an Oxonian, He became mathematical 
tutor to Sir Walter Ralegh ; made a voyage in his 
service to Virginia, with Sir Richard Grenville, in 
1686;^^ retonied with Sir Frauds Diake in 1^86 
and published an account of Ihe colony, in the suc- 
cess of which Sir Walter was deeply interested, in 
1588.^^ We afterwards lose sight of him for some 
years — ^which, it is probable, were passed in studious 
retirement Sir Walter was committed to the Toweir 
on the 19th of July 1608 .-^^^ and in 1605 Hariot ap- 
pears as one of the six persons who had obtained leave 
to repair to him at convenient time,^"^ Sir Walter had 
previously introduced him to the Earl of Northumber> 
land^ (Me fimaurer of aU good Uamxng) who gene* 
rously conferred on him an annual pension of ^120^9 
— which enabled hhn to devote his whole time to 
philosophical pursuits. In 1607 he observed the 
Halleian comet ;^ in 1609 he introduced the use of 
the new cylvnd/^ ; and in 1610 he commenced his 
observations on the satellites of Jupiter, and on the 
solar spots, at Sion Hoitse*^ — where, by the munifi- 

R. HakWyt, De Oibe Novo, P&fisUt, 1587. 8vo. Stg. a iiii. 
veno, " HaUuyt, Principall Navigations, 1589. FoKp. T36. 

Ibid. p. 747. " A briefe and true lepoit of the new found 
land of Viiginia, etc. Imprinted at London, 1588. Sm. 4to. A to 
F./ourt. Biieb, Addit. Ms. 4160. Art. 136. " Biich, 
Ibid. Art. 122. Wood, A. 0.« i. col. 390. '* Isaac Wal* 
ton, L. £. P., ii. 418. ^ S. P. Rigaud, Mise. Works of Brad- 
ley, Oxford, 1833. 4to. p. 514. ^ S. P. Higaud, Account of 
Harriot's Papers, 4to. pp. 20, 21, 31, etc. 
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oeDoe of his noble patroos he was allowed to rmde.^ 

Camden,^ Hakluyt," CXapt Smith,«« and other wor- 
thies of those times, have home umH|uivocal testi- 
mony to bis merit. He died iu 1621; and the re- 
sults of hia alg^raic lesearches were pubhahed in 
1681.^ Other remarkable proofs of his attadiment 
to sdenoe remain in Ms.^ — It may he collected from 
the above facts, that Sir Walter Ralegh did not 
undervalue the fidelity and varied attainments of 
Hariot; but» when he remarks that mathematicians 
are the best authorities in ateompt of tme$j^ he 
names not the mathematical Hariot — when he com- 
memorates Galileo and his perspective plassesj-^ he 
names not the Galileo of Sion House — nor is it pos- 
sible to produce the slightest evidence that he was a 
contributor to the Hittory of <fte Worlds 

2. Serjeant Hoskins. — " But in that imprisonment 
[in the Tower] it simiitlarhj happened that he [Sir 
Walter lialegh] lived among literary characters, vnth 
the mo$t intmate friendship. There he- joined the 
Earl of Kor^umberkmdf Me patron of Hie philooo* 
phers of his age^ and with whom Raicleicfh pursued his 
chemical studies ; and Serjeant Hoskins, a poet and a 
wUf • • • and that Bawleigh often comuUed HoMu on 

" Isaac Walton, L. E. P., ii. 418. " Epbtolae, A. p. 72. 

^ Virginia richly valued, 1G09. 4to. Sig. A 3. * Description 
of New England, 1616. 4to. p. 4. • Artis Analyticae Praxis, 
Londini, 1631. Fol. * Harl. Mss. 6001, 2— Transcripts, ex- 
cerpts, etc. 4-6083 — seeras also to contain a portion o( the hog- 
ges/udd of malhfefnatical Mss. collected on the continent by Sir 
Charles Cavendish. -|-Addit. Mss. 6782-9. Eight Solander cases 
filled with papers on mathematics, physics, etc. — presented to the 
Museum by Lord Egremout in 1810. U. W.^ 1614. p. 592. 
^ Ibid. p. 100. 
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his UUrary workh I Isam from a manuscript*' — ^I. 

lyiSRAELI. 

To lose the credit of authorship by Ihnnr/ among 
literary dmracters^ may come within the reach of pos- 
sibility ; but I leave that point to be mooted at the 
Atiienaeum, and tlie Univenity Clubs — and shall ex- 
amine ytt. Serjeant Hoskins. D^Israeli pretends to 
learn from a manuscript that Ralegh often consulted 
Hoskins OH liUrary works. — I shall assume that he 
means his own manuscript, for the statement has 
been in print more than one hundred and forty years ! 
Wood describee Hoskins as a scholar, a poet, a wit, 
and a critic; states that he was much esteemed by 
Camden, Selden, Daniel, and other men of note; 
that he polished Ben Jonson ; and that he viewed and 
reoiewedf before it went to the press, the work of Sir 
Walter Ralegh — with whom he bad several years 
before (especially daring their time of imprisonment 
in the Tower) been intimate." To that point I 
shall recur. Wood also states that there were 
few, or none^ that published books of poetry • • • but 
did lay 0iem ai his feet for approboHon befhre they went 
to the press." Did Hoskins polish the versification of 
all his contemporaries ? The fact stated admits of 
another explanation, and senres to illustrate the nature 
of his viewing and reviewinff, Tlie pulBs of that period 
were in the shape of eommendatan/ verses ; to obtain 
which authors submitted their Mss. to those who 
had the gift of verse — ^not to obtain criticisms. Hos- 
kins was no doubt a man of considerable abilities; 
but^ like some of our eontemporariesy owed much of 
his &me to eccentricity. A firm constitution and ex- 

« 

* A. O., i. 523. 
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traordinary memoxy fitted him to become one of the 
omaments of Oztod — but be could not contriTe to 
avoid expulsion. He had the honor to sit in three 

parliaments^^ — but he over-exercised the Ubertij of 
speech^ and lost the liberty of person. He wrote 
Direcooni for Speet^ and Sfyk^^^ in whidi he un- 
dertakes to teach o^enom Him ever any prtotpU ham 
taiight-^hnt the verse of the critic does not approach 
in melody the prose of Ralegh.'*^ It is possible, 
nevertheless, that Sir Walter paid him the compli* 
ment in laahion; but I hesitate to admit that the 
fueeU HoBkina viewed and reviewed^ with an eye to 
criticism, the Ms. of a work which occupies in print 
more than fourteen hundred folio pages ! The state- 
ment is traceable to Aubrey — who would break his 
neeft down staire raHwr ^an miss a atory.^ He 
notices the imprisonment of Sir Walter Ralegh in 
tbe Tower, tbe duration of wliich he could not re- 
member; adds that Hoskins was a prisoner there 
too ; and was the AriMtardms of Sir Walter.^ Wood 
makes the same statement in substance which I 
have in part transcribed. lyismeli follows Wood 
— and his own precious Ms, They assume, as the 
diief support of their statements^ that the critic Hos- 
kins had been one of the fellow-prisoners of Sir Wal- 
ter for some years at the time of the completion of 
the work* Now> I shall answer this triumviiate of 

B. Willis, Notitia Pailiameiitariay Hi. 160, 170, 391. 
>* Harl. lis. 4604. The Rev. P. BUss has printed a specU 
men in his augmented edition of Athene Ojnnieiuet, 1813-20. 
4to. ii. 627^. ** Wood, A.O., 1813-SO.i.eiUx. ^ Woiks 
of Sir W. R., Oxford, 1820. 8vo. viii. 742-8. 
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aatiquftricB vary briefly. . The volunie was pubtished 
in March 1614^— and Hoekina waa not cominitted 

to the Tower till the following Jvne!^ So mndi for 
Mr. Serjeant Hoskins as a contributor to the History 
of the World, 

& Ben Jonaoii. — ^ It has been a$eertamed Bern 
Jonmm was a cotmdmM eoniribuiorJ'^L lyis&AELi. 

There is some truth in this assertion. D*Israeli 
has hit the mark by a random shot. Ben Jonson 
contributed, anonymously, the poetical description of 
the fronti^ieoe of the volmne ; and the lines appear 
in tibe coUectiTe edition of hia writings^ under the 
title of TJie mind of the frontispice to a hooke*^ 
D* Israeli adds in a note, without citing his authority, 
a part of the conversation of Jonson in the social 
thade at Hawtfaoinden : ^ Sir Walter Rawldigh ea* 
•teemed more €une than conacienoe. The hesi wit$ in 

England were employed in mahimj Ins history ; Ben 
himself had written a piece to him of the Punic War, 
which he altered and set in his book.'' I shall super- 
add from the mme source, whidi haa been aooeanble 
more than a oentury, that Drummond describes Jon- 
son as " a great lover and praiser of himself, a con- 
temner and scorner of others" — and of such a man^ 
on such a topics it cannot be unreasonable to doubt 
the testimony. Jonson raitured in oonverBadon 
what he did not even allude to in print ; *^ and I con- 
jecture that Drummond had set some potent cmiary 

* Ctmdeni £piftol8e, A. p. 9. Ibid. p. IC+Jowoab 

H. C, i. 506. The debatat are not recorded. Workes of 

B. Joosoo, 1640. Fol.ii. 193. Works of W. Drammondy 

Edinb. 1711. Fol. p. 226. ^ W« fi. I., ii. Disc. p. 103. 
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hphte h» guest — who figures on that occasion as a 
eoafeMM^r of Spenser, Shakspeare, Daniel» and Fafar- 
ftoc** Perhaps I could prove that he was not more 
likely to do justice to Ralegh,*^ (whose judgement and 
sfyk be praises rery fidntly^) but wave that pcunt to 
eoDflder tiie/iwioe m &e Pmie war* Was it on the 
Jlrti Pnme war? The first Punic war is the very 
portion of ancient history which Sir Walter Ralegh 
was most qualified to illustrate. The narrative con- 
tains repeated proofs of its authorship with numer- 
ous .characteristic allusifms to Columbus^ Cortes, 
Ffaifip IL — to Cadiz, the Asores, 1^ West Indies— 
and even a sort of announcement of the voyage to 
Guiana! Was it on the second Punic war? The 
narratiTe contains one proof of its authorship and 
diaraeteristic allusions to Columbus, Philip 11^ Irish 
affiurs, etc — not to mention ihe chapter on duels and 
points of honor. Jonson was indeed an excellent 
scholar, and had also served in the wars;*^ but 
Ralegh was sufficiently fiuniliar with the narratives of 
Polyfains and lifj — of wide experience as a seaman 
and as a soldier — and it is donbtM wfaeliier Bm 
himself could have found such apt words to describe 
the naval achievements of Duilius and Adherbal, the 
sundies of Hannibal, and the battle of Cannee. 
Adieu to nro Ben Jonson. It has been aaoaiaimd 
that he contributed eighteen lines of vane — but I 

■ 

* Works of W. D., p. 225. • Vide Oldys on Langbaine, 
p. 284. « W. D. I., ii. Disc. p. 102. *^ H. W., 1614. 
pp. 336, 351, 302, 365. ^ Ibid. p. 497. * W. Drum- 
mond, Extracts from the ilawtiiorudtfu Msi^., Edinb. 1831-2. 4to. 
pp. 103, 90. 

£ 
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cannot admit that he was a cmuidtralik prose eontn-^ 
Alitor— to the Hittory ofih» WML 

4. Br. Robert Bnrrel.— ifBauHngh's par- 
suits surpassed even those of the most recluse and 
sedentary lives, as Hume observes^ we must attribute 
this to a Rob* Burrel Rector of Northwoki in 
y* County of Norfolk [who] was a great fmuiite of 
Walter Raleighs & had been his Chaplin bat all 
(or y* greatest p'. of y® drudgery of S'. Walters Hist, 
for criticisms chronology & reading of greek & 
hebrew authors were pei^arm'd by him for W. 
RawV«— L msRAEU. 

IXJsraeli states that he draws his information from 
a Ms. — and exults in the discovery of the fact^ be- 
cause it clears up the mystery which excited the asto' 
nUkment of the philoeopkic Hume*^H» refers to Anp« 
tiiony Wood on Hariot : he most permit me to cite 
him on Dr. Robert Burhill : " He was much respect- 
ed and valued hy Sir Walt Raleigh for his scholaati- 
cal accomplishments, who finding him a person of 
great learning, had his assistance in criticismB^ in the 
reading and opening of Greek and Hebrew authors, 
when he was composing the History of the Worlds 
during his confinement in the Tower of London.*'*® 
This is the very substance of the Ms. — the chiq^ 
lainc^ excepted. D'lsraeli claims^ within the space 
of some twenty lines, a second dieecnery — which has 
been before the public more than one hundred and 
forty years ? 

He has the candour to point out the source of his 

1 follow the Ms. hereafter mentioned in preference to the in- 
accurate copy furnished by D Israeli. A. O.^ ii. col. 4. 
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ia£DimaUoii» the Lansdowne IVfs. No. 702 — of which 
he attempts a deseriptieo. He thinks the Ms. 
bas been mistaken for a c^ifkeringhhooL Oood Mr. 

ly Israeli! — as thine own friend Dibdin exclaimeth 
on a somewhat similar occasion^-* — by whom ? The 
oompiter of the sale catalogue calls it llie note book of 
mie ThamoM BawUiu of FtpkUb. Th» compiler of 
Uie Museum catalogue caUs it 7^ noie or eommon-> 
place book of Thomas Bawlim of PophiUs. A cipher- 
ing-hook I Fluellen would have rioted in the compa- 
lison. He thinks the collecti<ms were made from 
ibose Mss. wlddi Wood comdemned to the flames; 
and goffoeknaify adds tiiaty if so» the Ms. i$ Me mi/y re>- 

gister of many curious facts. Now, to pass over the 
inference that what was corulnnned by Wood must con- 
tain euriout facts^ I shall briefly state that Wood died 
in 1696 — and that the collections of Mr. Rawlins were 
made in the years 1724-87. 

The volume contains one hundred and eight leaves 
in small 4to. It was the adTersaria of Thomas Raw- 
lins of Pophillsi in the parish of Salford Friorsy in 
Warwickshire.^ Rawlins seems to have studied at 
Oxford, was acquainted with Heame and Baker,^^ 
and had acc ess to the papers of Wood.^^ Hq ^[^q^ 

Aubrey repeatedly but sometimes exercised his 
patience on tmnscripts from tiie Evmituj/ Fot^ and 
Woreegfier Jcwmat! Hie memorandum in question 

occuis folio 67 verso, I conjecture it to be part of a 

^ ReminisceDceSy 1836. Svo. p. 89. W. Thomu, War- 
wickshire, 1730. Fol. p. 868.+Chionieo]i de Domtaple, 1783. 
8vo. p. cr. • L, E. P., ii. 101» €lc. ** Mi. p. 8. 
* Ibid. pp. 4, 7, 9, etc 
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letter from Aubrey to ^Vood ; that it was the source 
€l the BtatemeDt made in the AduMB Oxameiueai 
end that the letter now oLute in the Ashmolean 

Museum. It is difficult to characterise a volume so 
multifarious in its contents as the adversaria of Mr. 
Kawlins. It may contain numerous but carries 
no avthariiy. We read in i^ ^Athena y* aeat oC 
leanung**— S^. Hio Bodley waa bom at Exeter." 
We admit the remarks as facts, because they coincide 
with our previous notions — not on the authority of 
Mr. Rawlins. — We read in the M& those admired 
▼eraea of Ralegfa» Even nuA is time eta :^ they were 
printed aa early aa 1644 ! We read in it a part of a 
letter which is there said to liave been written bv 
him to his relations in 1618: it was written in 160S 
to Lady Ralegh Such ia the foundation on 
which atanda one^ol the uoat notable ducovenes in 
the HisTomr of our vbrnacular LrrBRATims.^ 

Other questions pertaining to this branch of the 
argument remain for consideration. — Was Dr. Bur- 
hill qualified to afford the assistance attributed to 
him? Hadhetheopportiinitieaofafibrdingit? Does 
the atatement of Anthony Wood bear the marka of 
credibility ? 

Robert Burbillwas born at Dymock in Gloucester- 
shire about the year 1612. lie received his educar* 
tion in Corpua Chriati eoU^ at Oxford; where he 
graduated B.A. 1591, M.A. 1594, RD. 1608, and • 

D.D. l(uV2. He became noted in oaily life as a 
Latin poet; afterwards^ as a controversialist; and 

«* Ibid. 59 ffer», » Works of Sir W. R., 1751. 8vo. ii. 
383. Vide AtheDsum, 1835. p. 626.- 
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left a eojHOiis Ms. oommentary on Job. His prefer- 
niaots were the Tectofy of Petentow in Herafbtd* 
shire, a prebend in the cathedral of Hereford, the 

rectory of Snalewell in Cambridgeshire, and that of 
Northwold in Norfolk ; where he died in 1641.^7 
must be admitted that he was qualified to afford all 
the asaiBtanoe which Sir Walter Ralegh can be con- 
ceived to have required. 

That he had the opportunities of affording such 
assistance is extremely improbable. If we may believe 
Sir William Wade^ lieutenant of the Tower, die 
only persons who had occasional access to Sr Walter 
Ralegh in 1605, were — Gilbert Hawthorne, a preach-' 
er — Dr. Turner — Dr. John, a surgeon — John Shel- 
hery, one of the trustees of his forfeited property — 
Thomas Hariot — and his steward of Sherborne.^ 
In 1608 he was evidentty under more restraint;^ 
and he did not obtain the liberty of the Tower till 
April 1615.^' I am persuaded that extreme misap- 
prehension prevails on that point — which may be 
traced to David Uo^^ The assertion that Ihe 
TBKEB MAGI of the Esil of K<»lhumberland did eon* 
stantly converse with Sir Walter,^ is in part a Jiction 
— a gratuitous addition to the doubtful statement of 
Aubrey.^^ 

I name Anthony Wood with that reverence which 
18 doe to one who toiled in the mine of tnidi» not 

^ Wood, A i. 764, etc ii. 4-5.+B. Willis, Survey, ii. 607. 
+Cole, Mss. zxix. Ibl. 313 verwo, Bifdi, Addtt. Ms. 4160. 
Jiai. 123. Bircli, Ibid. Art. 133. * Bircb, Addit Ms. 

4160— pre^ictf memortaiitu ^ States-men of England, 1665. 
evo. p. 469. Wood, A. O., i. 390« * L. E. P., ii. 368. 
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as a mirror of in&llibility. tie omits half the pre- 
ferments of Biirhill ; is erroneous in his dates ; and 

contradicts himself repeatedly,^^ If he derived the 
paragraph in question from the same source as Raw- 
linsy he disbelieved the tale of the chaplaincy — a cir- 
cumstance which would inyolve the whole in dis- 
credit The epitaph on Buihill states indeed that 
" He was most intimate tvith the famous Sir Walter 
Raleigh^ and assisted Mm in the critical part of his 
History of the World but this is a mere repetition 
of Anthony Wood — the tablet which bears the epi- 
taph having been erected by Dr. Knight, Prebendary 
of Ely, in 1727.^^ It would be useless to amplify. 
A conjecture has been made^ and shall be left to the 
chance of verification. 

I must once more adyert to Aubrey. He has been 
cited by eminent writers as authoritative^-sometimes, 
it may be affirmed, too cTodulously. He is, at least, 
an incompetent guide on Sir Walter Ralegh. He 
describes a certain adventure of Sir Walter the 
particulars coukL not have transpired. He states that 
Sir Walter was twice married:^ his only wife was 
bis dear Bess,^ He states that Sir Walter made a 
voyage to Virginia in 1585 he founded the colony 
— ^but did not visit it^^ When to this precious speci- 
men of Aubrey we add his jpresun^Bd error on Hariot» 
and his undoubted error on £fosldns» it will appear 

^ A. C i. 764, 773, 789, 873.+U. 4^. Cole, Mas. 

xxix. fol. 213 veno. Cole, Mas. xlvi. p. 147. ^ A. O., 
1813-20. ii. ool. 237. note 5. tn nine copiet onfy* L. £. P., 

ii. 510. Oldyn, L. R.^ p. 74, ete. ^ L. E. P., ii. 367. 

R. HakloyV P* N., 1589. p. 735, etc 
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that he has been om-mted as a biographical com- 
piler. — ahall endeavDor to do hhn jugdce: I believe 

he was aii accurate observer ; but he often wrote from 
memory^ and was an indisciiminating recorder of diit- 

Wood pathetically notes that Aubrey *^ ¥mixam 
imnrU ^wd him imto iki paldu of emur ;^ and, if bodi 

Wood and Rawlins copied ^iubrey on this occasion — 
their statements, devoid of concurrent testimony, may 
be coDflidered as devoid of credibility — so that I shall 
venture to strike out Ihk Robert BuxhiU) the sole le^- 
maining name in Hie list of contributors to the .fiS»- 
t€ry of the World 

I shall now endeavour to do justice to D*IsraelL 
He has stated his case like an experienced pleader — 
a pleaifer swaze of Hie importance of coneeabnenti and 
of the efficacy of imkwaiunL He does not remind us 
that Hariot was capable of assisting Ralegh in criti- 
cism and chronology — but throws out an insinuation 
which he had suflicient evidence to diqirove He 
does not describe Hoskins as a schohnv but as a poti 
and a wit — and insinuates that Utile of Chredan hre 
floated from the poet The poet Hoskins had a i^iif- 
ficient share of scholarship to compile about. half a 
Greek XiOxiconl He eslls on U8» with an air of 
triumph, to state where Ralegh could ^ dbtsin that 
familiar acqmintance with the rabbins, of whose lan- 
gua^re he was probably entirely ignorant." Ralegh 
claims no familiar acqmintance with the rabbins — 

L. E. A., ii. 209. The ckfamaiory assertion for which Wood 
was expelled the University of Oxford — was copied from Aubrey ! 
^ H. W., 1614. pp. 22, 3r, etc. 
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nor does he ever cite their language. Hie question 

is entirely due to the inventive powers of lyisraeli 
himself ! 

Admire the exquisite art of the pleader. He has 
heen retained by the genius of pssuno-niscovxBY. 
It is his object to establish the importance of the 

nameless memorandum on which he rests his case — 
to make it appear that the critical and cliTonohgical 
lore contained in the History of the World — that the 
Grecian hre^ and the Hebrew lore^ which he pretends 
to detect in it — should all be attributed to Dr. Robert 
BurhilL 

The truth lies in the beaten path, which we will 
now examine. Sir Walter Ralegh consulted Euse- 
biusy^^ Mercator,^^ Joseph Scaliger^^^ Torinelli, etc^ 
on chronology ; but he sometimes introduces his own 
conjectures,'" and even admits that he had made 
some Iiastie mis-reckonings He preserved some 
acquaintance with the Greek language^ — but makes 
no display of Grecian lore. He cites Herodotus,^^ 
Diodorus Siculu8,<» Strabot,^ etc iBschylus,** Pm-* 
dar,85 Euripides,"* AthensBUs,^^ etc in the Latin 
versions. The opinions of the Greek Fathers, he 
chiefly obtained through the medium of the biblical 
commentators.^ He acknowledges that he was altth 
^effier ignorant of the Hebrew language;^ and had 

w H. W«, 16t4. pp. 101, 1 30, 237, 476, etc. » Ibid. pp. 
101, 156, 246, 570, etc. ^ Ibid. pp. 227, 566» 570, etc. 

Ibid. pp. 227, 571. »» Ibid. pp. 160, 218. ^ gig. 
6 T 5. ^ Ibid. pp. 174, 201, etc " Ibid. pp. 85, 124, 56. 
^ Ibid. pp. 104| 116, 134. ^ Ibid. pp. 48, 50, 56, etc 

Ibid. p. 316. Ibid. p. 8. ^ Ibid. p. 94. Ibid, 
p. 20. ■* Ibid. jNutMi. ^ Ibid. Pie&oe, Sig. £. 4. 
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recourse to the ooaunentators for the opinions of the 
labfains^ He could not describe JSden^ Babei, etc 
iritiumt fitelnew words; 1mt» to obviate the charge of 

assumed erudition, remarks that he foimd the expla- 
nation of some words in Montanus, of others in 
Sixtus Senensis, and adds, " of the rest I haue bor^ 
rowtd the uUerpniaiimi of mnne of nuf homed friendsJ* 
One of these finends was probably the Rev. Gilbert 
. Hawthorne, who seems to haVe been Us dutpkin. • 
Sir Walter had given proofs of great depthe and goode 
readgn^ in divinity previous to his imprisonment^^ 
We may infer that he would make choice of a learned 
man as his chaplain. 

Perhaps more has been advanced on the pmnt at 
issue, than was due to the cobweb arguments of 
D*lsraeli ; but much more could be stated in illustra- 
tion of historic truth, and on the accredited claims of 
Sir Walter Ralegh. I shall not, therefore^ quit the 
and redonmed knight nnceremonionsly. 

It is certain that superior abilities, much leisure, 
and continued application, were requisite to the pro- 
duction of the History of the World. It is also cer- 
tain that Sir Walter Ralegh possessed those qualifi- 
cations. We will review the testamonies of his <con- 
temporaries ; and not silently permit this modem 
aspirant in discovery to overset his claim to the credit 
of authorship — supported, as it is, by the evidence of 
the work itselfl 

I shall sommoa even a royal witness. Elizabeth, 
who was a proficient in the reading of men as well as 

Ilnd./NBitHi. .*> Sir J. Harington^ Nags AntiquK^ 1779. 
12010. ii. 152. 

E 5 
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honk.<'' and was accustomed to the display of talents 
of the choicest stamp, took Sir Walter Ralegh for a 
AM of arade:*^ ^ Robert Cecil, wiioBe enmity 
towards bim has been snflkiently proved, advertuig in 
his own dHary to the trial at Winchester, records that 
he produced in his defence " ds mmh as the wit of 
man could devise*"^ Sir Robert Naunton, one of the 
offidal instnunents of bis condemnation, declares 
that he possessed ttranff rnOwral wU, with the ^ ad> 
juncts of iome general learning wMdi dU^fmoe he 
enforced to great augmentation and perfection f*^^ and 
the historiographer Howell, always rich in intelli- 
gence, assures us he had heard his enemies eonftss 
that he was me ef^ we^hHett trnd wieeei mm ^kai 
ever 

His leisure is a matter of notoriety. He had 
passed more than ten years in the Tower when he 
puhliahed his work* D^Israeli, however, to add plau- 
sibility to the pretence of disooveiy, eails on us to 
recollect the Utde time which he ^ eouid aUmo to ewch 
erudite pursuits,'' He afterwards admits that his 
confinement was " sufficient for the composition of this 
folio volume^ and of a second which appears to have oo- 
aqtied him;^ so that if we aioaU ourselyes of the 
notions of lyisraeli — we anire at the curious cq!»* 
closion that the period was insufficient for the compo- 
sition of one volume^ hut siifficient for the composition 
of two volumes ! 

His habits of application, and love literature, 

^2 Sir R. Naunton, Fragmenla Regalia, 1641. 4to. p. 31. 
Ibid. p. 35. Addit. Ms. 4160, 136. " F. p. 34. 

^ ramiliar Letters^ 1655. 8vo. ii. 92. 
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ave undeniable. We find him a member of a literary 

society; 97 a benefactor to the Bodleian Library;'" a 
patron of learned writers ;W borrowing Mss. of the 
collector Ckitton; furnishing othen to the learned 
SeldeDy eta^ Sir Robert Naunton, who poaaesBed 
the beat opportonitiea of aaeertaining hia true charac- 
ter, and could have no motive to exalt it, declares 
that " if ever man dretc virtue out of necessity it teas 
^g"ioi — deckurea that he was " the great example of 
indtuiry**^tak mdefat^iabk' rmier whether by teawr 
hmdi and none of the least daervera of men and the 
times." It is moreover reported that he leit above 
three thousand sheets of autograph Ms.'*** 
^ The internal evidence of the authorship of one 
portion of the work baa been atated; and 1 aball now 
briefly examine the firat book. The preface aboonda 
in characteristic touches. We commence with the 
text A review of the various opinions on the site of 
Paradise, leads the author to mention his experience 
neert ihe Une and under UJ*^^ Adyertmg to the 
notion of Becanna that the Tree ofLxfi waa the FkM 
Indica^ he says, I my selfe htme eeene iwenHe ffwur 
sand of them in one valley.^ not farre from Paria in 
America^' In his reflections on patriarchal longe- 
Tityy he infcarma na that he knew the old Countesse of 
Demand m MunsterJ*^^ The ark of Noah is de- 
scribed in the style of a seaman ; and it eaUa to his 

« Oldys, L. R., p. 130. Ibid. p. 106. » Ibid. p. 34. 
«>• Ibid. p. 130. F. R., p. 34. "» Ibid Ms. copy in 

my posaeirioa «— the printed teal is erroneous. ^ D. Llo} d. 
States-men of England, 1665. 8vo. p. 490. fi. W., 1614. 

p. 46. «» Ibid. p. 6r. w Ibid. p. 78. 
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recollection the spouts which he had seen in the West 
Indies, and what he had heen told of floods by " some 
ancient itnUbu^s'" in Amehca.^^ In nanatiiig the 
mAj attemptB at nsrigatkMi, he qpeaks of oomclea 
and canoes — and adds, Cff Ae one wrt Ikaue mme 
in Ireland^ o f the other in the Indies/*'^ Pointing out 
the misconceptions which had occurred in naming 
newly discovered countries, he states the origin of the 
name of Peru ^ m dmen Spaniardi in Ihe Indie$ 
narti^ him \^ and add^ ^ The same hegmed mmmg 
the English, which I mit trnder Sir Rit^ard Oreeneuile 
to inkabite VirginiaJ^^^^ Need I proceed? The 
above passages are neither eloquent^ nor grand^ nor 
pathetic. Were they written by Thomas Hariot? or 
1^ Mr. Serjeant Hoskins? or by Ben Jonson? or 
Dr. Robert Burrel ? 

• It is diflBcult, on some occasions, to preserve a suit- 
able measure of gravity — but the attempt must now 
be made. — If we eiuunine the whole of the above evi- 
dence; if we compare the more prominent &ctB con- 
tained in it with the statements and insimiations of 
D'lsraeli; we must either assume thai liis acquaint- 
ance with our vernacular literature is extremely super- 
ficialy and that he has not read the smallest portion of 
the work of which he pretends to have discovered the 
Hcrtt kiitory*~^oTf we mnst come to a condnsioQ not 
much adapted to establish his character as a faithful 
and ingenuous writer. 

Sir Walter Ralegh, it may be once more stated, 
was endowed with splendid ^ilities; but his abilities, 

w Ibid. pp. 109, 7, 5. Ibid. p. 154. Ibid. p. 175. 

Ibid. p. 175. 
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without other qualifications, woaW not have produced 
the History of the World. It is in the continued at- 
tachment to hterature which he so especially evineedy 
and in the habit of assiduoiis iq^dicalioii to his poi^ 
smts, that we read tiie teeret hUtery of its compost 
tion. I make the assertion with confulence — being 
enahled to prove its congeniality with his own senti- 

mentB : " 0pm peroffunt labor et amor, W. Balegh," 
# # « # • 

D'lara^ in one short essay, calls in question 
the diaraeter and alMlities of Giorgio Vasari, and of 

Sir Walter Ralegh. He insinuates that the two 
celebrated works to which their names seemed for 
ever attached, have been misnascribed ; assumes to 
lumeelf the ducovay of the ieeret kuioty of thoee 
works ; and, by a oonyement appUcatioii of critioo* 
arithmetical science, pronounces those two instances 
of discover}' to be equivalent to twenty, I shall 
assume that, in this and a preceding article, I have 
(ififocted the demolition of his two disooreries; and, 
adopting the said critieo-arithmetical process might 
therefore claim the merit of restoring lioefify deserving 
individuals to their rank and honors in the RepMiqiie 
des Lettres — but, if the Court of Appeal to which all 
cases of this description i^pertain, shonld decide in 
fimr of the validity of only one tentli part of such 
claim, I shall rejoice at having accepted the Professor- 
ship of Criticism — and that I made my d^ut with the 
CtmaiUtUitf ol Utooture. 

Album of Capt. Segar — successively m the collections of 
Mr. Meyrick, Mr. Bindley, and Mr. iieber. 
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The e^say on the ascription of llie History of 
ike World to Sir Walter Ralegh haa received such 
emphatic pnise^ that I cannot oondeecend to vuxli- 
cate it lin some more formidable opponent lihan Mr. 

D*Israeli shall arise. I leave to their inevitable fate 
his falsified quotation on llariot, his audacious infer- 
ence^ hia misrepresentationa on Uawthome, etc, hia 
qniikQi and hia oonjectuiea. A aagaoiooa obeervation 
hf Sir Walter Ralegh himael^ and a i^rt comment 
on the para^^raph in which Mr. D'Israeli passes sen- 
tence on my essay, is all that I propose to add : — 

" TJiere is no errmar vohich hath not some slipperie 
md bad famdatkmt or Mome ajpparaMtt of probabiHiU 
reioMmff truths wkkhtdkm mmn^ simdie to he Mf»- 
gular Jinde o^it^ straining reason according to their fancies 
they then publish to the ivorld matter of contention and 
jangling : not doubting but in the variable deformitie of 
maiM mindi tojmde tame partaken or seetataurs/* — Sib 
Wai/ter Raleob.^^ 

This observation proves that there have been 
D'Israelis in former times; and I recommend it to 
our modem D'Israeli, as a text for him to meditate 
on for the remainder of his days. 

*^ In his artide of Sir Waker Bamkighf wUk apor- 
rode of ortgintd r e m a r e hi he ha$ oiify foBmoed in the 
wake of his more coiarteous predece^mry Mr, Tytkr,"- — 

I. D*ISRAELI.^13 

These three lines call for as many remarks. L 
It is not said that the parade of orighud researdi is 
mere parade; and I quietly submit^ as it is impoen- 

ble to return the compliment: Mr. DTsraeli has 

H. W., 1614. p. 47. 1. 1., p. 8a 
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substantial reasons for not citing his authorities. 2. 
Mr. Tytler, I am persuaded, would be courtesy itself 
to those who have a claim on his courtesy ; but he 
did not hemtate to duuaeteriBo the artidie of Mr* 
Xyisnieli as a remarkable and m stn i d i ve example 
how certainly superficial research leads to error^ and 
error to ijijusticeJ^ 3. I am proud to announce that 
Mr. Tytler, in whose wake I am said to follow^ has 
commended my essay for its ^ precision and satisfiio* 
tory strength," for die ^ new h^hrmallion it commtoit- 
catesy** etc 



Art. X. — Pliilip III. of Spain — his last ill- 
ness^ and premature death. 

^PkUiptke Third was gravely seated ^fire-nde: 
Uwjire'maker qf the couri had kMkd m great a gwmHfy 
cf wood, thai the monarch was nearly suffooaisd with heat, 
and his grandeur would not suffer kirn to rise from the 

chair ; the domestics could not presume to enter the apart- 
menty because it was against the etiquette. At length the 
Marquis de Potat appeared, and tJie king ordered him to 
damp the fire; hut he excused himself i alleging that he 
was forbidden by the etiquette to perform stick a fvtwtimh 
frr which the Dnke Usseda ought to be eaUed ^ipony as it 
was his business, T%e duhe was gone out : the fire burnt 
^fiercer / and the king endured cf, raAer dkm derogate from 
his dignity. Dut his blood was /leated to such a degree, 
t/uit an erysipelas of the head appeared tJie next day, which, 
succeeded by a violen t fe ver, carried him off in 1621, in iJie 
tfoeniy'fourth j^ar qf his age»** — ^I. DIsbaeli.^ 

Life of Sir W. R., p. 458. V G. L., i. 285. 
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The natme of tliii Yolmiie hw requirad die iik* 

some repetition of various statements to which it was , 
not desirable to give additional currency; and now, 
on the most serious of all subjects, requires me to ex- 
hilHt— a eariaUure. That Philip IIL of Spam died 
In 1621 is an UMkmbted &ct: die leet <rf the above 
narrative is a tiirae of fiction and witticisai. 

I oppose to it a plain account, founded on coeval 
authorities ; on the despatch sent to Gondomar,' the 
memoir of Philip III. which was presented to hie son 
and successor hy Porrefio^* and the more extended 
Ifistory compiled by hia official dvomder Gil Gkmaar 
lez Daviku^ 

Philip the Third, after hearing mass on Sunday the 
28th of Feb. 1621* CN.S.j felt indisposed. Fever 
soon made its appearance^ aocmnpanied with eryt^ 
loM — ^firom wluch he had before aaffsred imyw^. He 
continued in the same state about a week, when 
symptoms more untoward supervened. On the 29th 
of March he commanded the attendance of his chil- 
dren. Addresun^ the Prince he said, ^ He lUsmaio 
para que veais m h que fitneoe todo***^! have eaUed you 
that you may eee what is ike end rf aU things ; and 
he recommended the Infanta Maria to his especial 

• Addit Ms. 410e. Ibl. 172. * Dichos, y Hecfaos de' d 
Sefior Rejr D. Phdipe III. For d lieoioiado Ponefio— irm/tfrf 
in Memorial pua la Hiatoria de Don Felipe III. R«y de Eepafia. 
ReoogidBs por Don Juan Yafiet. En Madrid, 1728. 4to. p. 222» 
etc. * Historia de la Vida y Hechoe ddi inclito Monarca, 
amado y santo D. Felipe Teroero. Obm potthuma del Maestro 
Gil Gooales Davila—^iRf etf m Monarquia de Espafia. Madrid, 
1770-1. Fol.STots. 
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care. The same night he received the sacraments 
and extreme uactioo. On the 30th he executed his 
willy the preptntion of which had been ovdeted iw0 
yean before; and he expired on the fidkming monn 
iDg. From the oonmieiioement of tiie disease, the 
King entertained no hopes of recovery. He seemed, 
says Davila, as certain of his approaching end as if it 
had been revealed to him. 

We must not consider the objeetioiuible namdye 
as the invention of ITIoraeli, who never compoees in 
so non-vernacular a style. It is evidently a translar 
tion from the French. From Amelot de la Hous- 
saye ? I cannot find it ; but there I find the eqxfcry- 
phal anecdote with which D^Inraeli is so excessively 
deligfated-^the anecdote of Philippe de Coounes and 
the boots ! 

But we pass over the caricature, to examine facts 
and dates. D^Israeli asserts that Philip III. died in 
Ifbe iwen^^^mer^ year of hie aye* — The writer who 
attempts Idstory, should bestow an ocoasimial thought 

on the art de verijier les dates. If Philip died in his 
twenty-fourth year, he must have been born about 
1598. Did Gregorio Madera dedicate to him the 
I^re-emmenoe of Spain by anticipation.^ Did his 
fiither undertake to teach him the art of g o v e rn m ent 
before he could lisp in Spanish ?^ Was our gallant 
Earl of Nottingham — with a suite of six hundred 
noblemeD, knights^ gentlemeny etc — sent on an em« 

* EzceleDcias de la Mooavehia de Esptfia, Valladolid, tS97» 
FoL * TestimoDio de las ooms q[Te passaron en la maerte de 
Fhdipe II., Valeneii^ 1599. 4to. p. 110. 
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bassy to a child P'^ The questions seem absurd — 
but they mae naturally out of the absurdi^ of the 
statement of D^Iaraeli* £1 Padre MariaiM>> yirkom 
historical Tolames are sniBeieiitly aeoesaibley would 

have informed him that Philip died in the forty-third 
year of his aye ;^ and the renowned historiador Don 
Luis Cabrera de Cordoba* who had carefully studied 
the principlea <tf his art, would haye informed him 
Aat he was bom on the 14th of April 1576 at Aoo of 

tiie clock in tlie morning,^ 

I)' Israeli produced the fiction in 1791. It is 
therefore one of those cases in which — assuming 
Ae correctness of certain calculations stated in the 
artade on Cerrantes — he has ndskd mare thati 
twenty ^umMtmd rfhU readers! That a writer on 
S]m/n'sh etiquette^ and on Spanish poetry , should have 
made no more progress in Spanish history after forty 
years of additional reeeardi, is certainly one of the 

%* Behold a triumph ! Behold the hero of 
OUR \t:rnacular literature — erect in the gilded 
chariot of popularity — dad in purple and embroidery 
like his own predons Tolumes — a crown of laurel on 
his head — his breast adorned with an amuiei whidi 
repels criticism ; behold with admiration ! and hear 
the periodical shouts as he advances in solemn proces- 
sion along the via triumphaus towards the brazen 

' R. Treswell, A Relation, etc. 1605. 4to. pp. 2, 62. iiis- 
toria General de Espana, Madrid, 1780. Fol. ii. 927. • De 
Historia, para entenderla y escrivirla, Madrid^ 16U. 4lo.4-Filipie 
Segvndo, Madrid, 1619. Fol. p. 976. 
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portal of Bradeiiham House. Behold, alas ! the late 
Honorary Professor of Criticism— ^^/ew from hk hujh 
estaie — ^laden with the chainB of error — the victor him- 
-adf aetiiig the paotommie toaddi&iiilt tomiBfortiiiie; 
behold wiih oonmnsenition ! and hear him lament^ 
in the intervals of lo triumphe, that he should have 
exchanged his quiet pursuits for the din and jeopardy 
of warf&re — lament^ above all, that he should have 
had the temerity to cope with so eiperieneed and re» 
doabtable a diieftaiii I 

Such are the soul-exciting ideas which the ingeni- 
ous comment of Mr. DTsraeli on the above article is 
calculated to create — at ih&Jirgt glance. On examin- 
ing it more attentively, we discover that this imposing 
efieot is produced by; 1. A fdsified quotation. 2. 
Three iUse assertions. 8. k flat contradiction ; and 
4, Two absurd inferences. 

1. A falsified quotation. — I had remarked that 
^ the writer who attempts history should bestow an 
loocasional Ihougfat on the orl cb virifier les daibe$^ 
This was an aJbunon — but no reference. When I 
call Mr. D'Israeli ittoiirdi^ is it a reference to Mo- 
liere ? When I state that Uabihty to criticism is one 
of the calamities of authors^ is it a reference to the 
work of lyisraeli? He felt the force of the objec- 
tion; and in order to make it appear that I had cited 
a work without having consulted it, alters it to L'Art 
de virijier les Dates* 

2* Three false assertions. — He asserts that his cari- 
cature narrative^ wiA, ntU the delaUSf k to be found in 
Z/Ari de vfr^ter les DtOes. I deny it The narrative 
stands thus : " Ce Prince fut la victime de I'etiquette. 
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Etant au Conseil, il Be plaignit de la vapeur d'un 
brarier qui rincommodoit, d'autant plus qu'il relevoit 
tftme gfande makdia L'Officier chaig6 du maa 
cPentretenir 1e f&a ^tant absent, penonne n'oea leoH 
plir son emploi. Cette delicatesse couta la vie au 
Monarque."^® He asserts that it is also to be found 
in the Biographie Universelle. I deny it M. de 
Betnchamp^ tibe author of that article^ gives tlie 
above acoount abnost perbtOim^^ J was aware of the 
anecdote as given in the Art de verifier les Dates, and 
in the Biographie UniverseUe — works which were 
dose to my professorial chair. I have since found it 
more fuUy stated by Desonneauz,^ who cites no 
authority. The antipathy between the Epench and 
Spemards is adverted to by Desormeaux as a no- 
torious fact, and probably gave rise to the anecdote, 
I consider it as a French fabrication ; and agree with 
a periodical critic in thinking it certainly is incom- 
prehensible bow Mr. lyisraeli could credit mnA 
nonsense.^^ Mr. D^f sraefi then boldly refers to the 
Art de verifier les Dates for an explanation of what he 
is pleased to call his clerical error in describing 
Philip as " dying in the twenty-fourth year of his 
agef* and sahh, ^ For the word read rmgn^ 
Verily, Mr. D^Israeli, thou art a genius of a peculiar 
cast Dom Clement himself bears witness againti 
thee ! « Philippe meurt le 31 Mars, [1621] ag^ de 
4San8moins 14 jours, dlcm/Ia 2^"^ aamk de nn regne^ 

Art de verifier les Dates, Paris, 1770. In-fol. p. 823. 
" Biog. Univ., xxxiv. 157. Abrege chroDologique de 

THistoire d*Espagne, Paris, 1759-8. In-12. iv. 261. " Athe- 
D«um, 20 Jan. 1838. ^« ^ V. D*, p. 823. 
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8. A flat coQtradktioii. — Mt* lybraeli thus quotes' 
me eerttdSy : ^ We must not eonmder the objectioii- 

able narrative as the invention of D' Israeli" — and 
afterwards snys, He accuses me of fabricatiug an 
iaieodote Spanish history,'' eto.^ ThiB is above 
llie Mch of ordinary inteUeets — and reqaiiea some of 
lib own inoomparaUe illustration. 
• 4. Two absurd inferences. — I had stated that the 
anecdote is evidently a translation from the French 
— on account of its gaUicwm : our anti-ratiocinative 
CTftic oonsiders this as a proof of antt'GaUie pr^»- 
dice! He assumes its authentidty — because, as be 
pretends, it appears in the Art de vtrifier les Dates : 
Dom Clement, to whom we owe the edition of 1770, 
denounces one piurtion of his own work as pUm d^uh» 
exaetiiudei^—h mark of candour which desenres the 
espedal 'notice of Mr. I^Israeli* 



Art. XL The Rev* Samuel Purchas^ 

M.A. — the unheard-of Traveller. 

jPureAo^ toAo^ m the reign owrfirtt Jamee^ kad 
qtenthis I^b t» ItomIi ft>>S»riii to Relation of the World, 
when he gone ii to ihepMic, for Ae reward cf hie laboure- 

teas thrown into prisouy at the suit of his prinier. Yet this 
was the book which, he informs Charles the First in his efe- 
dication, his father read evert/ night with great profit and 
eatiefactionJ* — ^I. D'Is&asli.^ 

I spoke with diffidence on Camoens — and even 

had recourse to a sort of invocation. I speak with 

» L I., pp. 43, 70. » A. V. D., p. 91 1. * C. L., i. 46. 
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confidence on Purcbas — being more at home on 
subject of Voyages and Travela. If an iuTOcatioii 
dfid seem lequuite^ I should certainly invdce tbe 

Right Honorable Thomas Grenville. 

The above short extract from one of the classical 
and most charming essays oi D'Israeli ( I characterise 
them in the dasgieal and mott dujormmg diction of his 
enthusiaslic eulogist Bulwer) contains thbes asser* 
tions which demand the apphcation of my critical 
compasses. # 

He asserts that Purchas, in the reign of our first 
Jameti had ^pmt his Ufs m tnmek to firm his Relation 
of the World. — Now, James L ascended the Ihrone 
on the 24th of March 1603, and Purchas had com- 
pleted at the presH his PihjrinuKje or Relations of the 
Worldf a closely-printed folio of near 800 pages, be- 
fore the expiration of the yesr 1612 ;^ whidi leaves a 
short life to poor Purchas — and a short period for a 
pilgrimage over Asia^ Africa^ and America^ with the 
islands adjacent! But this is a minor point Did 
Purchas really practise the art of transport by land 
and hy water ? or did he piigrimize in his library 
chair? Has he given us, like Humboldt, a personal 
TuarraHve of travels? or is the volume a mere com- 
pilation ? This is a question of considerable im- 
portance in the history of ovur venumUar literature'^ 
and therefore entitled to a right serious and ample 
discusnon. 

The earHest biographer of Purchas celebrates him 

as a philosopher, a historian, and a divine^ — not as a 

* PvVchas his Pilgrimage, 1613. Tol. Dei. * BoiBsaidi 
Bibliotheca, Fxauoofviti, 1638. 4to. Art 58. p. 397. 
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traveller. He fsLbricates for him a distich which 
merits repetitbii: — 

" Gaudeat irriguus Ptolomai nomine Nilus, 
Ast Aoglis primus sum Ptolomeus ego." 
Imitated. 

Let the o'ei-flowing NUti in Ftolemy rejoice, 

Me her first Ptolemy, proclaims the English voioe. 

Now, if the learned fabricator of this distich had con- 
sidered Purchas to be a traveller, he might perhaps 
have oompared him to Strabo — he certainly would 
not have compared hun to Ptolemy. Fiiller omits to 
notice Purchas among the Worthies of England, 
Anthony Wood celebrates him for the " natural 
genie he had to the collecting and writing of voyages, 
tiavelsi and pilgrimages Bishop Kennet as a 'Mar 
borious eoUector of travels and navigations;"^ the 
Rev. Philip Morant as ^ compiler of tiie very valusr- 
ble collection of voyages which bears his name;"^ 
and M. de LarenaudicTe, a well-informed writer 
on such topics, says, ^ On doit a son s^le et it sa 
vaste Edition I'un des plus c^l^bres reeueUs de 
voyages qui aient 6t6 publi^''^ In short, I can dis- 
cover no writer who celebrates Purchas for his extra- 
ordinary locomotive achievements — no writer who 
classes him with Marco Polo, Ibn Batuta^ \ arthema» 
TeizeiTa, etc. instead of classing him with Fracan- 
zani, GrynaBus, Ramnsio^ Hakluyt, and Thevenot-^ 
except Disraeli. 

* Athenae Oxoniensee, 1691-2. Fol. i. 821. * Lansdowne 
Ms. 984. foU lU. * Biog. Brit, p. 3447. ' Biog. Univ., 
mm. 324. 
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We are all liable to be misled by autliorities ; but to 
basard assertions without the semblance of authority 
IB BCiroely paidoiiabkw I shall therefore bo hr advo- 
cate tibe cause of D^Israeli, §b to point out some cir- 
cumstauces which favor his hypothesis. 

Purchas adopted as his motto, AD Vena sVM ego 
et peregrlnVs In terrls sICVt patres^ss^* I am a 
struiger with Ihee^ and a pifyrimt as all my fiUlierB 
were f he eallB the FUsftrme^ hb ^ first voyage of 
discouerie;"^^ he describes himself as shipped for 
the new world;"" he speaks of the dangers to which 
he was subject in passing along snowie and fierie 
hiUfly deceitfull vnwholesome bogges, scorching sandie 
phunesb wildenieeses inhahited with wilde beasta^ 
habitadoDB peopled with wilder . . . ,menf^* he 
mentions being " embarqued on the Peruvian coast** 
on his homeward voyage and at the close of the 
narrative he exclaims with rapture, " now me thinkes 
I see the shores of England, from which my Hngruag 
pilgrimage hath long detained me : I heare the bellsb 

and see the bon -fires," etc.^* 

But til is language, if it has deceived a certain 
writer on geographical styU^^^ carries do C(»iviction to 
the muid of the Frofiuor ofCnikunu 

As to the mottOy it is evidently a chronogram ; and 
I pronounce ex cathedrd that the capitals should be 
read thus, A.MDCVVVVIIII — which was twelve 
years after the conclusion of the supposed pilgrimage. 

■ Pilgrimes, Front. • Comp. Psalm xxxix. 12. and 

Hebrews, xi. 13. Pilgrimage, 1613. Ded, " Ibid. p. 

601. " Ibid. p. 737. " Ibid. p. 737. Ibid. p. 752. 

" C. L., i. 127. 
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I proceed to the other points. Purchas, it is true, 
speaks of his first voyage of discovery — hut ha admits 
that it made bim indebted to Ramusics Hakluyt» and 
ieum hundred authors ;^ he states that he was ship* 

ped for the new world — but we find that he sailed on 
an inkie sea ; we also find that after his escape from 
the snowy and fiery hills of Peru, he proposed to re* 
tnm by tiie eommodiHe of a paper^mrke and as to 
his exckmations on the bells and bonfires which 
greeted him when he approached the shores of Eng- 
land — I apprehend he means to intimate that the last 
sheets of his work were sent to press on the 6ik of 
November^ 1612 

I shall now produce more decirive eyidence. If 
Pnrchas travelled over Asia, Africa, and America^ 
with the isla?i(ls adjacent, how are we to interpret cer- 
tain verses addressed to one of the noted travellers of 
those tunes, the Rev. Exlward Terry ? 

^ Though most geographers have the good, hap 
To travel in a safe expencelesse map. 
And while the world to us they represent. 
No further yet then Pilgrim Fur^n wenti 
Past Boven dreadful! cliffe afraid to go''— ^ 

Fiction often lurks in prose — and truth sometimes 
discovers itself in verse. Creswelly the author of 
these lines, was perfectly correct in his allunon. 

Purchas compiled his Pilgrimage at the obscure 
village of Eastwood, amidst the " daily cares o/* his 
fawxLy^ and the ujeehb^ dueties of preaching and cate- 

" Pilgrimage, 1613. Cat. and Bed. Ibid. p. 601. 

Ibid. p. 737. '* Ibid. p.752+edit. I6l4.p.918. « Voy- 
age to East-India, 1655. 8vo, Sig. A 8. 

F 
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diMtng and declares that be ^ nmier iraueUed two 

hundred miles" from his native town — TiiAxxi-D in 
Essex! 22 

D' Israeli then asserts that Purchas, when he gave 
his PUg^rimaffB to the publio, fir du reward of hU 
labaurstoat tkrtnon inio prison^ at the suU rfhUprmter. 

— To this assertion, propounded with all the techni- 
cal preciseness of a learned civilian, I attach not an 
atom of credit. The work was never printed at the 
espense of Purchas. The first editioDs which bean 
the date of 1618, was prinUd hy WUHcm Skauhy fm 
Henrie Fetkerstone, It is clear therefore that the 
printer could have no claim on Purchas : the trans- 
actions as to copyright were no doubt between 
Fetberstone and Purchas — who couM not have been 
the debtor* I Tentuie to ad?anoe another step: I 
deny the existence of e^dence that be was em 
thrown into prison, or even became involved in debt^ 
on account of his publications, 

Purchas has left us some pointed remarks on the 
vocation of a bookseller, a printer, etc^ He com- 
plains that the ** stationer or booke^ller'' hires the 
printer as an " vnderling, and suckes out his sweetest 
gaines but, prone as he is to introduce his private 
afi^s, he does not describe himself as a sufferer — he 
makes no allusion to the walls of a prison. The jP^ 
grimtige was in filct one of the most successful publi- 
cations of that period. It was reprinted by Stansby 
for Fetlierstone in 1614, in 1617, and in 1626; and 
Purchas assures us that be had been (^ien qmreUed 

" Pilgrimage, 1613. Ded. « Pilgrimes, 1625. Fol. iv. 
1980. ■» Pilgrim, 1619. 8vo. p. 522. 
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for fircing nun by frequ/eni additicm m later ediii&ns 

to renew their purcliase of Purchas his renewed Pil- 

I am aware that Wood, aflter enumerating the 
wofks of Purdiaa» adds, <<by the pubHshing of 
which books he brought himself into debt;*'^ but 

tile vagueness of this assertion rather diminishes its 
authority. 

I do not mean to contend that Purchas was never 
in neoesaitoos dreumstaneea* He held, indeed* the 
▼icarage of Eastwood in Essez^ and the rectory of 
Saint Martin, Ludgate — which he describes as a 
•* benifice not of the worst;" but in 1618 he had 
the misfortune to lose a hrother-in-law, leaving him 
^ the cares of another funify, the widdow and the 
fiiihefflesBe^'' and also his own brodier Daniel» leav- 
ing him ^ to pay manifold debts, and to pronide for 
his foure little fatherlesse and motherlessc orphans.^^a 
To those events we should no doubt attribute his 
pcurerty. His own testinumy seems decisive: he 
oomplains that he was ^ o&noif eawcvM exeeuior' 
Mp^*' He so for, however, recovered from the 
effec ts of those very disheartening events, as to pass 
the summers of 1621-4 in the new polemical college 
at Chelsea — assiduously occupied in preparing for 
the press his Piigrime$;^ and on the 81st of May 
1625, he was in possession of house and lands with 
other goods 

« Pilgiiinage, 1636. Fol. Dcd. to Aibp. Abbot A. O.,' 
L 022.' * Pilgrim, 1619. 8fO. Fr^oet. ^ Ibid. Pil- 
grinws, 1635. Fol. To the Btaier, * Thuiseript of bi| 
Will. 
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As I hare contnnrerted the attthority of Anthony 
Woody on this and otiher occaaione, it is fit that I 

should apologize to his Oxonian admirers. I readily 
admit the vast importance of his laborious compila- 
tions; I admit that he took extreme pains to draw 
truth from her ahnost impenetrable lecesaes; but 
he was not always successful, and was Uable to be 
misled by interested and credulous correspondents. 
His account of Purchas is incomplete and erroneous. 
He could not decide where he was born: Purchas 
himself informs us he was bom at Thaxted.^ He 
could not ascertain in what coDege at Cambridge 
he was educated : Purchas names the college of 
Saint John.'^ He ascribes to him a sermon on 
Psalm 39.5; it is no doubt the P^rim which he 
had before mentioned. He states that he died about 
1698 ; now if he had read on six lines in the woilc 
cited, he would have found — Mii arnio prcesentis seculi 
XXVL 

The truth is that Purchas, often admonished hy in- 
firmitiesy made his will on the 3 1st of May 1625| and 
died before the end of September I6S6 ;^ and I can- 
not omit to point out as a remarkable circumstance, 

that Wood should cite the article in which his death 
is correctly recorded, yet overlook the fact — and that 
his error idiould have been copied by some of the most 

■ 

» Pilgrimes, 1625. Fol. iv. 1960. •* Ibid. iu. Dtd. 
^ Register of Burials of Saint Martin, Lodgate, London. 
* 1626. The Last of September Mr Samewell Poicbas onr 
pson.* — certify tbe above is a true copjr taken this 27th of 
March 1836. Witness my hand. W. G. Hoet, M.A. Offidating 
Minister." 
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aniduoiis inquirers into English bidgrii{^y/ Bisbq}):' 
Kennet, the Rev. Philip Morant,. Mn :AIe3»aider* 

Chalmers, etc. ' * "---i ' ' ' 

Having narrated the untimely fate of Purchas, 
I shall revert to his earliest biographer^ Wood calls 
him a Ucamed penon ;^ Morant is more drcumstan- 
tia]» calling him a learned Jhrtigner ;^ Chalmers, 
adopting the language of his predecessors, calls him 
Boissard^^ — Boissard ! who had been in his grave a 
quarter of a century 1 I take this mysterious writer 
to have been a learned Englishman, — Now for the 
proofe and illustrations. We open leones qvinqvaginta 
mrorrnn etc, cum eorum vitis descriptis a I. L Boissardo. 
Francofurti, 1597. 4to. We place by its side, Diblio- 
theca siue Thesavrvs virtvtis et ylorim : etc, per /. /. 
Boissardifnu Francafvrtif $umptihm GviUebni Fitzeri, 
Anno 1628. It proves to be a new edition of the 
leones qvinqvaginta. We remark on the titie, Ac- 
cesserunt clariss. aliquot virorum effigies & vitae nunc 
recens conscriptae" — and among these viri clarissimi 
appears Samuel Purchas* We then examine IL 
Pars Iconxmf etc Francofitrti apud GuiL Fitzerum^ 
1680. 4to. In the dedication to Maurice^ Landgrave 
of Hesse, wG read, after an allusion to the taste of 
Pliny for the memorials of ancient worthies, and a 
remark that nature still produced men entiUed to 
admiration, Ostendent id ad viuum ezpressa 
wHm9w^A doctissimoTum woTum» quae annis superi- 
oribus Theodorvs de Bry, socer meus clarissimds 

^ A. O., 1691-2. i. 832. ^ Biog. Brit., p. 3448. Gen. 
Biog. Diet, 1798. xti. 420+ Ibid. 1813,«te. xxy. 385. Weiss, 
Biog. Univ., t. 26. 
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^lieinoria^ da^iala sua dextra exsculpsit ; qtUBqm ego 
iiouis. . nvSbiisdam sidenbiis prcBsentis scbcuU adauxiJ* — 
abtL**CiHfir deHkAtion is signed, " Guilielmus Fitzer 
Aoglus LibfanuB FrmooV* — The cbtm of endence 
seems complete. It may be confidently announced 
that the earliest biographer of Purchas was William 
Fitzer, a learned Englishman — established as a pub- 
lisher at Frank£ort» and son-in-law to John Theodore 
de Btj. We ceage to wonder that this luamed penm 
^tfab learned fore^ner — tins Baumrd-. — should com- 
memorate an Englishman. We cease to wonder that 
he should commemorate Purchas in preference to 
Ralegh, Camden, Bacon, etc — for the Filgrimes of 
Purchas fumiahed the chief materials of the twelfth 
part of the Petkt Voffagee of De Biy and htt suooefr- 
sors, which part was edited by Fitzer,^ and Ihe fron- 
tispiece of the work furnished him with the portrait 
of Purchas. 

I ask pardon for this short excursion — which my 
exploratory genius irresistibly impelled me to under- 
take — and shall now endearour to recover the road to 

Bradenham House. 

D'Israeli asserts, in conclusion, that James 1. 
read the Pilgrimage every night mth great prqfit 
and miitfiiieium* — take this to be an instance of 
hallucination. Purdias, speaking of the Pilgrimes 
— a work which differs from the Pilgrimage " both 
in the object and subject" — assures us that his 
Majesty made the volumes " his nightly taske, till 
God called him by ^atall sicknesse to abetter pilgrim- 

Camus, M^moire sur la collection des Grauds et Petits Voy- 
ages, Paris, 1802. In-4. p. 271, etc. 
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age so that if the words read even/ nighty etc. are 

to be ccmsideved as a modem 

niffhSff ftMUy etc* they are evidenlii^ misapplied. 

Master Purchas, it should be stated, was exces- 
sively addicted to harping on one string. He styles 
himself a pilgrim ; he entitles one of his publications 
his PUgrimage^ — which contains, as be expio sB ca 
^ actions^ lEUstionsy fractions of religions and states f 
another pmUieation he entitles bia Pf^grtm^^m 
which he declaims on the vanities of life " not for 
flashes of wittie lightnings, or of thundering afiright- 
ing rhetorikes," etc.; and another hi^ Pilgrime$^ 
--wbicfa he describes as ^ a world of histories oomp 
posed into a faistorie of the world.'* The PUgrime* 
was the work wliich James I. made his nightly taske 
in the short period which elapsed between its publi- 
eation and the close of his life. The Pilgrimage had, 
for some years, been one of his favorite yoUimeei 
and, as Pnrchaa assures ns, his Miyesty **pr€frued 

freely that he had read the worke SEUEN TIMBS"^— 
a circumstance which would appear incredible to 
those who are not aware that Purchas, whatever be 
his merit as a ooUeetor and editor of Voyages and 
Travels^ was in hb own oompositions the very Pringk 

OF QUIBBLERS I 

• I shall now deliver my critical sentence. — That a 
D.C.L. of the university of Oicford and F.S.A. of 
Londofn — that a man who has been extolled for his 

^ Pilgrimage, 1626. Ded, to Charles I. * Pvrchas his 
Pilgrimage, 1613. Fol. ^ Pvrchas his Pilgrim, 1019. 8vo. 
«i pvrchas his Pilgrimes, 1625. Fol. 4 parts. Filgrimage, 
1626. Ded, 
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love and kntncledge of literary history*^ — should cir- 
culate such extraordinary fictions on a subject of which 
the &ct8 w«re so accessible — a subject so interesting 
to a nation justly proud of her narigatoni and travel- 
lers — is a dreumstanoe whidi is beneelbrtii to be 
considered as entitled to an eminent station among the 
CunoifitUitf sC ititrtature. 

- To my. extreme humiliation, it appeals that 
our commentator is no admirer of the above elaborate 

article on the Rev. Samuel Purchas. Thus irreve^ 
rently thereon doth he venture to emit his critical 
sentence : After all his facetious researches, and 
the parade of his autiunities, this recondite biblio- 
grapher has only revealed a circumstance to be found 
in the most common tonrees^ and even in Alexander 
Chalmers !" Mr. D'Israeli may be very familiar with 
common sources ; but I hold up his sentence as the 
romanee of Hierary history — uid between us let the 
critics dedde. 

The allomim to some relationsbip betweoi common 
sources and Alexander Chalmers, leads me to undertake 
another excursion — in the same description of vehicle 
as was adopted by Master Purchas in his travels over 
Asia, Africa, and America, with the idands adjacent! 

I have admitted Mr. Alexander Chalmers to be 
one of the most assiduous inquirers into British 
biography ; but must declare that I have never con- 
sulted the General Biographical Dictionary with even 
a tolerable diare of satis&ction. The remarks imply 
no inconsistency. The enterprise was above the 

*^ J. W. Croker, Life of JohnsoD, 1831. Svo. Preface^ p. xxii. 



Digitized 



ILLUSTRATED. 105 

powers of an individual ; and required, as Bacon ex- 
presses it, the conjunction of labours* It may be suf- 
ficient to state, in defence of this opinion, that the 
sew edition contains about two thousand re-written 
aitieleS) and near four thouBand additional lires I 

The artide on Purchas is extremely defective. 
His earliest biographer is misnamed; his death is 
misdated; his Pilgrim is misdated; and the P?7- 
ffrimes, his most important work, is described as a 
portion of the PiUgrimoffe — ^from wfaidi it differs both 
in the object and ntbjed. Other articles wfaidi have 
been examined, proved not superior to that on 
Purchas ; and the result of such experience is, that I 
could never persuade myself to cite the work as an 
authority* 

The Biographie Utdvet$e1ky to whidi I have made 
frequent references, is the conjoint production of 

more than three hundred writers. The superiority 
of its execution is commensurate with the superiority 
of its plan. In this capital work we have Newton 
and Bradley histocised and appreciated by Biot; 
Wren, by Qu a trem^e de Quincy ; Smeaton and 
Rennie, by De Prony ; Ray, G. Edwards, Penuanr, 
etc. by Cuvier ; Dampier and Cook, by De Rossel ; 
Dawes and Markland, by Boissonade. Other similar 
instances might be produced; but it is certain that 
na peneral bioffraphi/, and especially one of foreign 
construction, can supply all the information which is 
required in a national biography, 

A new British Biography is therefore a desidera* 
turn. A substantial collection appeared in the Gene* 
rdX Dictimiary ia 1784-41; of which a vast portion 
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contributed by tbe R«v. Thomas Birdi. The 
Bio^raphia Britamwsa followed in 1747-66. Tb» 

chief writers were the Rev. Thomas Broughton, Dr. 
Campbell, the Rev. Philip Morant, Dr. Nicolls, W. 
Oldys, etc The secession of Campbell, and the 
dea^ of 0\Ay9, had an unfii^vorable effect on the lat- 
ter Yolttmes. The non-compbtkm of the Bw^rc^ihia 
LUermioy and of the second edition of the Bioffraphia 
Britannica^ were unfortunate events in the history of 
our national biography ; and the General Biographical 
Dictionary has now become the chief repertory — on 
whidii with CTOfy respect for the memory of its 
editor, I have Tentnred to deliver my opinion. 

1 must repeat tliat a BrUUk Bioyraphxj — a work of 
moderate extent, and just proportions — based on 
adequate research^ and accompanied by references to 
the authorities composed by men whose abilities and 
pursuits would qualify them to appreciate the sub* 
jeets introduced — men who would unreservedly con- 
tribute the produce of their studies in honor of depart- 
ed merit, and for the instruction of our contempo- 
raries and of posterity — ^is a desideratum of imperious 
urgmioy; and it gratifies me to leam that the Royal 
Sodefy ef literature has some such project unto 
consideration. The Camden Society would no doubt 
join in the promotion of so congenial and patriotic 
an enterprise. 

As I have disserted rather seriou^y on Aleiander 
Chalmers, on British biography, and on the eefnpmo^ 
tioii of labours.^ it may be desirable to add a spice of 
entertainment — which an exposition of the ingenuity 
of our commentator in palliating his error, cannot 
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fail to afford. He states that the name of Purchas 
appearg incidentally in his lucubrations ; and that the 
fml purpart was to illustrate the poverty of the learn- 
ed He pathetically pleads his own youthful inexpe- 
lience; and, though Purcliaa never deceived more 
than ONE writer, and his over-credulous admirers, he 
coodemns him for entrapping his readers by " ridicu- 
Itmt personifications of hiauelf as a traveller" This he 
very d^beralely cidls a cheerfid aidaumMgemmi of 
hb mUMel He does not attempt to explain how 
this absurd error escaped the ** continued corrections of 
successive editions.*' He does not attempt to account 
for the stationary nature of his intellectual property. 
In thart, he seems to have no idea of the important 
ftet-^that those who are horn with a superfluity of 
concttt seldom acquire a superfluity of information* 



Art. XII. — The Rev. Samuel Purchas, 

iVl.A. — sipping coffee at Constantinople, anno 
1614. 

« Our own Purchas^ at the time that Valle wrotCy was 
tJ» * a Piljfnmf and wM huBw ufkai was * Coffin' wkick 
* they drank at koi a$ can [sic] endure U; U ie as 
hUuk as soot^ and tastes not nmeh unlike it ; good they say 
far digestion and mirtJi,' " — ^I. D'IsRABLl.* 

The name of Purchas has a remarkable effisct on 

> C. iv. 05. 
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D' Israeli: it quite sets in motion his imaginative 
faculties. A want of sensibility to the species of 
iiction in which he excels, has indeed tempted me to 
check some of his flif^ts; and* like the critical and- 
fiuHdknu FadbdceH, I riiaU now vepeat the opera- 
tion. 

Pietro Delia Valle left Venice on his travels the 
8th of June, and reached Constantinople the 15th of 
Augm^ 1614.' Pordias had completed hie pO- 
giimage^ wbether real or iBiagiDary, in 161£.^ Are 
we to assume that he undertook a teeond pilgrimage 

over Asia, Africa, and America, with the islands adja- 
cent f It is utterly incredible ; and the sole point for 
consideration therefore is, did he have recourse to 
coffise to counteract the eflfecte of the grouaime of the 
aire at Eastwood in Essex? 

A glance at the early history of coffee will decide 
this point — Von Hammer seems to state that it was 
introduced into the Ottoman empire about the year 
1555** Rauwolfig a learned botanist^ who passed 
some months at Aleppo in 157S-4| found Chaxibei or 
coffee, in common use at that celebrated emporium, 
and on sale in all the bazars.* M. de Monfart, a 
hrave spirit, who made an over-land journey to Can- 
ton in 1608, (I commend him to ihe notice of M. de 
Larenaudifere) assores us that certaine drinke 
called CaaMeie as blacke as inke" was ^ drunke from 
Turkey to Chijia and, with true French taste, de- 

' Voyages de P. Delia Vall^, Paris, 1745. In-lS. i. 2, 30* 
' Pilgrimage, 1613. Pol. Bctf. ' ^ SUveatie de Sacy, Jouraal 
des Savaos, 183S. p. 733. ' Collection of Travels. By J. 
Bay.lS93.ero. i. 93. 
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scribes it as " exceeding whobome md good^^ But 
this notable panegyric of M. de Monfarty which 
passed the Ixmdon press in 1615» appears to have 
made no impresnon on tihe merchants composing oar 
East India and Levant CompaniesJ Lord Bacon 

/T . indeed, who died in 1626, a short time before Pur- 

chas, minutely describes the culinary process and 

I qualities of Coffa — but not as an experimental philo- 

sopher : his Lordship annoimees it as a drink whksh 
ihey heme in Twrkeyfi Erelyn, the inquisilave Eve* 
lyn, informs us that Nathaniel Conopios, a Cretan, 
who was placed by Archbishop Laud at Balliol col- 
lege^ Oxford, between 1637-40, was the ^^Jirst he 
eaw drink coffee and Wood received similar 
information from some of iiie aneienie of that col- 
lege.^" We must decide, on this accumulation of 
evidence, that Purchas knew not the luxury of coffee 

:^ — and that the assertion of Israeli is one of the 

i ^ flights of his imaginative faculties. 

; ji I MH now state the plain fae^ In 161-5 the ae- 

1 complished George Sandys published bis elaborate 

j** description of the Turkish Empire, Aiigyiptj the Holy- 

l land, etc.^^ He reached Constantinople on the Ist 

of October I6IO9 and having passed near fonr n&onths 

*S m the house of Bit Thomas Glovor, ambassador from 

James L to Sultan Achmel^ was well qnalified to de- 

• Exact and cvriovs svrvey of all the East Indies, 1615. 4to. 
pp. 28, 39. ' L. lloberts, Merchants Mappe of Commerce, 
1633. Fol. passim. ® Sylva Sylvarvm, 1626. Fol. No. 738. 
• Memoirs, 1818. 4to. i. 7. Athenae Oxonienses, 1691-2. ii. 

658. " A llelatiou of a louraey begun Au : Dom : 1610. 
1616. Fol. 
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scribe tlic manners of the Turks. He thus remarks' 
on the use of coffee : — 

[Itte TsAm] tippe of a drbke called Coflk (of the beny 
tbtt it » made oQ In litdft Oma, diihfs, ti lK>t ts Hwy on 
sii0er it: blaoke as soole^ and tasting not miidi Tnlike it . . . 
wbicb helpethy as th^ say, digestiooy and procoreth alacrity 

In 1617 Purchas published a third and much en- 
larged edition of his FU^timage* He divided Book 
IIL Chapw la into psni^nqpbfli and avaiUiig himself 
of the namtm of Sandys to form tiw paragraph, Of 
the Turkish manners — repeated, with some sUght va- 
riation, the above remarks on coffee.^^ 

The worthy Purchas, it is dear, intjended no de- 
ception) — for he admit% at the comraenoemeBt of the 
paragraph, that he etaot £u Ikrks wi& ^let rf 
Matter Omge^ Stmd^fs t The nudcer of a scrap- 
book, however, can seldom spare time to examine 
the context He does not (as Stow is reported 
to have done) lay down the shean to take vp the 
peih^* httt takes iq» the scissors Of the pen ao- 
oording to dreumstanees; and having, by ex-eeU- 
sion, transcription, and other facile oporcitions, as- 
sembled a convenient quantity of materials, and 
placed them in most admired disorder — perchance 
dignifies the motfey asscaaM age ^vxth the title of 
CotMtifjl of ftltcratnrt. 

The name of our new Illustrator has been 
enrolled, for more than twenty years, among the his- 
torians of coffee. He has declined, however, to notice 

A Relation, etc, 1615. Fol. pp. 28, 66. " Pilgrimage, 
1617. Fol. p. 340. " C. L., i. 330. 
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the Constantinopolitan anecdote separately. Now, I 
maintain that the occasional use of coffee might have 
had a bmifidal inflimnee on hia hioubraliooa ; and 
that it waa injodidoiis to treat with oontempt a potap 

We which was denied to Virgil himself — which •Vol- 
taire adored — which inspired the verses of Dehlle : — 

II est one liqueur au poMe bien Mte, 
' Qui maiMiinh k Viigite, et qu*adonit Voltaic 
C W toi, diTin Caft, dont Taimable liquenry 
Sofif aiiertr la tUe^ ^panooit le oorar 1" 



Aet. XIII. — a glance into the French 

Academy — with a history of certain arm- 
chairs. 

In the republic of leUerg Me establiskment of an 
academy has bem a favourite project; yet perJiaps it is 
little mor^ than an UtopUm miitms* Tk& united efforts 
^ mm ifkUen i» AtainMm iow pntduotd UtM*'^ 

L D'ISBASLI.' 

lyisraeli entidea hia article A glance into du 
R^ench Academy^ hnt oommencea wiA one of his 

smart paragraphs on academies en niassc. He for- 
merly declared that the perfection of criticism was 
owing to the establishment of academies.' Ue now 
views them as Utopian 9ekme$; and has even the 
httdihood to pronounce that we must not expect 
^ any continuity of investiyation, any euriosUy of 

< C. ii. 288. * C. L., 179^» 8vo. p. 170. 
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search . . . .from the labour of martyr^ A reply 
would be superfluous — and might subject me to 
the charge <^ exoeanve raidescension ; but I shall 
•ubmit two short eKoerpts to his jofter oonsiderft- 
tkm^ 

** Let this ground theiTore [of the increase and advancement 
of learning] be layd, that all workes are ouercomen by amplitude 
of reward, by'soundnesse of direction, and by the coniunction 
Labony — Bacon.* 

*' Les gouvernemens sages, convaincus de rutiliid des so- 
ci(''tcs sav.iDtes ... les envisagf//^ comme Vun des principaux 
Jo/idtmens de la gloire et de la prosperUc dts emj^ires,'* — La- 

PLACE * 

Ulsraeli then casts a glance into the French Aca^ 
demifi partly through the eoihwred spectades of Fa> 
reti^ Tlie Academy was founded in 1685;* and 
the statutes required the composition of a Dictionary, 
a Grammar, a didactic treatise on Rhetoric, and on 
Poetry, The Dictionary aloue has appeared; but 
D^lsraeli silently passes over what the Academy has 
omitted to pevform — to twit it on what it lias per- 
formed f He remarks that the Dictionary of F^re** 
tidre became a formidable rival to that of the Acade- 
my. Is it now a formidable rival? He adds that 
Johnson did as mtich as the forty themiehes. This is 
a very flat version of David Gairick :— 

*• And Johnson, well-armM like a hero of yore, 
lias beat forty French, and will beat ioriy mure I" ' 

• Athena?uni, 1835. p. 626. * Of the Proiicicnce of Learn- 
ing, 1C05. 4to. Sig. Aa verso. • Exposition du Sys!eine du 
Monde, Paris, 1824. In-8. ii. 345. « Pellisson^ llistoire de 
I Academie Franfoise, Paris, 1730. Id-12. i. 4, 30. ' Boswell, 
Life of Johnson, 1811. 8vo. i. 282. 
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The dictionaries scarcely admit of a comparison : 
th^ rather form a contrast The Academy gim no 
etymologies — whidi Johnson aeUom omits. Bui* 
Johnson passes oyer the pr m iun e iatwn : the Academy 
notices all its exceptions. Johnson very frequently 
explains one word by another : the Academy almost 
always defines^ and its definitions are models of phi- 
losophical precision* Johnson horrows his Anm^D^w 
from other writers, so that ten lines are sometimes 

♦ 

required to introduce one word: the Academy has 
formed the chief portion of its examples — which are 
more pertinent^ much more concise, and infinitely 
iaore numerons. — The work of Johnson does him 
honor as an individual ; lliat of the Academy is much 
superior to it — because it has been produced by the 
conjunction of labours,^ 

The Academy has other claims to commendation. 
The very ejastence of it is a stbnnlna to perfection* 
The dUooun ie rieepHon of its members form a rich 
assemblage of didactic and critical papers ; and I may 
mention that of BulFon, as worth all the treatises of 
rhetoric from Aristotle to Whately. Tlie reports 
which they make on works of importance keep alive 
the spirit of doMtkid composition. The sutjects 
proposed as prize essays have called ferth the 
talents of Laharpe, Marmontel, Villemain, etc — 
and even its public meetings (I could speak as 
an eye-witness on llie Aoadame des Beaux'JrU) 

' A Dictionary of the English Language, etc. By Samuel 
Johnson, LL.D. 1785. 4to. 2 vols. + Dictionnaire de I'Acaddmie 
Fran^aise, sixieme Edition. [Avec une preface par M. ViUemaio.] 
Paris, 1835. lii-4. 2 toI. 
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cannot but operate as an excitement to emula- 
tion. ^ 

I have now to sotLce the arm-chairs. In 1713 M. 
de la Monnoye, on the inyitatton of Cardinal d'£e» 
tr^ etc. olfoied himaelf ae candidate for a vacant 
fwat in the Academy.*® At llie mature age of serenty- 

two he cherished an Utopian scheme, ITie academi- 
ciaua who were cardinals had for fiM>me time absented 
tkemaehrea from the meetings, becanae Ifaey were not 
aUowed arm^shairB — a diatinctioa reserved for the 
three members who held office.** Tlie cardinals 
were anxious to vote for their candidate ; and an 
expedient which would reconcile their notions of 
dignity with the principles of academic equality, was 
a special desidentum. I^Iaraeli asserts^ in Mm in* 
stance on no mean authority, that Louis XIV. hit on 
the expedient, and sent forty arm-chairs for the forty 
members. I disbelieve both his assertions — shall 
neat myself in (me of the arm-chairs — and examine 
Uie minutes: — 

*' Su Majeste appiouve entierement les cbangeraens qui ont 
Hi proposes par Vacailcmic frnn<^ahc pour les si^-ges a bras, du 
momeat qu'U n'y a rieu de coutraire daos les staLuU et rtgle- 
mens. 

Je suis ravi en mon particulin tjue cet expedient, qui parait 
Ires-convenable, pr(jcure ;l Tacadcmie la satisfaction de jouir de 
ce qu'elle a de plus illusui, etc. 

£M. de Pontchartrain — au marquis de Dangeau — 4 Nov. 1713.3 

• Almanach Royal, In-8. -f- Choix de Discours de Reception, 
Paris, 1814. In-8. 2 vol.-f-Couromies Academiques, Paris, 1787. 
ln-8. 2 vol. -f Daunou, Journal des Savans, 1816-36. G. 
Peignot, Nouvelles Recherches sur La Monuoye, Dijon, 1832. 
Iu-8. p. 33. " Uaynouard, J. des S., 1832. p. 232. 
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En mAflMttiiipt M. 6» Fontinwu, intendaDt dot meobtet de ht 

coaioiuM, eat <ndre de fiure porter du geide-meoble iratU fimteiiils 
k raoad^miey en attendant qu*on en eClt ftit de oeafs. 

6 Novembra^ M. de Fontaoieu, inteadant des meubles, a flut 
apporter la salle de racad^mie, an Louvre, trente fitotenili."^ 

I haye now to deUver my sentenoe on the anii' 
adadende mdfy of lyimelL It mmt be admitted that 

the united efforts of men of letters could not have pro- 
duced it — and I therefore pronounce it to he one of the 
CiirtOif tttctf at 9AUxatwct. 

Our eharp-slgfated lUiutrator pretends that 
the arm-chairs were the preponderating oifeets of my 

meditations on the above occasion. The conclusion 
of the article proves the reverse: I did not even 
allude to the anfr-chairs. His onH-ncademic remark 
was the main object in view — a remark, however^ 
which I may have censored too serionsly. It appears 
to have been only one of the pioneers of liis intended 
history of our vernacular literature — on which the 
public in general* and the ghost of Ritson in particu- 
lar, have been so cruelly tantalized. 

As the history of die arm-chairs may be a subject 
better suited to my homely pen than the utility of 
academies, I shall return to it Mr. D'Israeli ad- 
mits that I have been enabled to correct him as to 
theur number — by some cbicurt ruearehes** The 
source of information) so obscure to this Illustrator, 
was the Journal des Savants ! He considers that I 
owe it to the public to search after the " ten unac- 
counted for Louis Quatorzes V* It would he beneath 

llayaouard, Ibid. p. 233. 
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my antiquarian dignity ; and I therefore commission 
our dealer in curiosities^ 



Art. XIV.-— Guirlande de Jiiiie— with ^ 

curious specimens of history and ratiocination. 

Raoeuez, 6 Nympho adorable, 

Dont let coBiift repoiaaDt ks lou^ I 
Cette Covsomrs plus dunble 
Qua caUe que Too met sur la teste des Roys.*' 

M. le Ifarqoit da Montausier— Julie.' 

CouM I borrow the pen which immortalized 
Lalla Rookh, or dip that which I hold in a rainbow^ 
it might be possible to express myself in suitable 
t^rms on La Guirlande de Julie — but it is not to be 
believed that Thomas Moore would lend his pen, { 
and the other expedient may not be practicable. I 
prom]8e» therefore, no more Aan a plahi statem^t of 
•facts. 

La, Guirlande de JuUe^ a manuscript embellished 
with paintings, was devised by M. le Marqnia de 
Montausier (afterwards Due de Montauaier) and 
Oaummeur du Dauphin^ son of Louis XIV.) as a i 
gifl to Julie Lucine d'Angennes de Rambouillet, of 1 
whom he was the avowed admirer. It was presented 
in 1641. The Maiquis was one of the finest cbarac- 
ten of his time^ a man om^ de toiuie$ tartet de vertus ; 
and Julie was pronounced to be tneon^pmii^^—'BiN 

* Giiirlande de Julie, Paris, 1784. In-S. p. 3. * H. de Ia- 
porte, Biog. Univ., zxii. 456-68. 
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portrait, by Mignaxd, is preserved in the Spencer col- 
lection at Ahfaorp. 

The volume is in folio, and consists of ninety-eight 
leaves of vellum. The preliminary portion contains 
two titles^ a Zephyr breathing on a garland of twenty 
nine flowers^ the madrigal of which a fragment ap- 
pears above, and four bbink leaves.' The twenty- 
nine flowers painted on separate leaves by Nicolas 
Robert, and sixty-one madrigals by M. de Montau- 
der, M. Conrart^ M. des Maret% M. de Malleville, 
etc. occupy the remainder of the volmne. The writ* 
ing was executed by the inimitable Nicolas Jarry. 
The volume, which is bound in red morocco stamped 
with the cipher of Julie, ^ has ornamented the libra- . 
ries of M. de Gaignieres, M. PAbb^ de Rothelin» 
-* M. de fioaey M. le President de Cotte^ M. Gaignal, 
and M. le Due de la Valli^re. It was purchased by 
Mr. Thomas Payne in 1784; is said to have been 
brought to England ; to have re-crossed the channel ; 
and to be now the property of the descendants of 
the Due de la VaUi^« 

If D'lslradi had made no attempts at fiicts or in- 
ferences in the article under consideration — if be had 
merely wrapped up La Guirlande de Jtdie in his own 
ipanffled phraseology -— he would have acted with 
dscretton; but he essayeth to describe the nature 

* H. Van Pms^ Cat. de M. de la Valli^y ii. 868, etc. M. de 
Oaigni^y Smpip^ p. 57.+0< de J., 1784. NoHu, * H. de 
Lapoitey Biog. Vuiw^ xzix. 403. Mem. Payne and Foss, and 
Mr. R. H. Evanfly have filmed me with their recollections on this 
■ttbject They cannot speak positively ; and I snspect the article 
was purchased under an injunction of secrecy* 
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of iSkM gifti and to give the htMtory of the partiet,* 
With what success, shall he made evident 

The bibliographical part of his essay, in which he 
transi'orms a Zephyr into a Cupid painted to the life^ 
is extremely curious — but I shall produce* in pre- 
ference, hal^-dozen specimens of history and ratio* 
cination. 

1. He asserts that La Gnirlande de Julie was a 
mw-year's gift — I shall call it a name'day r/ift ; ^ but, 
if he can prove that the joitr de Fauy and the jour de 
la fete de JuUe^ coincided — ^let him take the benefit of 
such coincidence. 2. He intimates that Gustavus Adol- 
phus of Sweden preoccupied the heart of Julie. — 
Gustavus married when Julie w as a child ;7 and 
his consort, the heroic Eleonora* survived him.^ 
8. He asserts that the gift was presented a short time 
after the death of Guetams* — Shakspeare informs us 
how time travels on certain occasions. Shall we 
estimate this short time at three months ? It was 
nine years ! ^ 4. He asserts that the gift was success- 
ful — ^The charm, at all events* was slow in its operas 
tion — ^for Julie did not pronounce the welcome mono- 
syllable till four years aflterwards,^^ and was then near 
fortij!^^ The Marquis had not spared the epithets 
aimabUy incomparable^ adorable — but Julie was mex" 

* C. L., i. 363. ^ N. Petit, Vie de M. le Due de Montou- 
tier, Paria^ 1729. Id-12. ii. 134. ^ Art de verifier les Dates, 
1783, etc. ii. 100.+H. de Laporte, Biog. Univ., xxlx. 460. 

* W. Harte, Hist, of Gustavus Adolphus, 1759. 4to. ii. 304» etc. 

• A. V. D., u. 101. » N. Petit, V. de M., i. 83. " H. de 
Laporte, Biog. Univ^ x»x. 460. ** G. de J., pp. 3, 19, 45» 
etc. 
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crablt. The Queen aad Cardinal Mazarin intorpoetd 
thdr influence; and Jolie^ after a oourti^p of twice 

seven years, married in obedience to parental autho- 
rity /a The Marquis obtained her heart — but it 
was a po8t>-nuptial gift.^'* 6. He asserts that La 
Qvirhmde found its way to England in the Fremch 
rmhakitL — Rabant de Saint-Etiome waa not aware 
that the Tevolation commenced bo early as 1784.^^ 
It is one of the historical discoveries of lyisraeli. 6. 
He states, with unwonted correctness, that La Guir' 
lande was sold in 1770 for 780 liwes, and in 1784 
for 14510 livrea. He doea not atato tiiuit it waa e?er 
aold for a amaUer aum — ^yet hoUa up the history of it 
as a Icssoji to collectors. A choice specimen of ratio- 
cination ! The facts, as stated by himself tend to 
prove the reverse of hia inference. 

Hiatorical accuracy, and an approach to ratioci- 
nation^ are denrable on all pointa — but on minor 
deviations who would be severe? I shall there- 
fore wave further criticism — however astonished 
that Ulsraeli should have bestowed no more pains 
when writing on so brilliant a specimen of the 
€miMk$ at Stixtatnrt . 

In connexion with this sentimental subject, 
Mr. DTsraeli bestows on me divers unseemly names ; 
to wit : Hurlothrumba^ $akmn idioty atom of spite, clod^ 
etc. The rwi/ provocation :was not slight: I had pre- 
luded in a style too amfaitionBly cfhiate; and had un« 
feelingly applied to that of Mr. D'lsraeli the too cba- 

» N. PeUt, V. d« M.» i. 03. ^ Ibid. i. 04. ^ O. de J., 
p. XV. 



Digitized by Google 



120 CURIOSITIES OF LIT£1LAXU&£ 



racteristic epithet spangled ! The alleged provocation 
was, that I had mis-stated facts. 

I repeat it. La Guirkmde de Mie was a name-4(^ 
gift. M. de Gaigni^resy one of tiie earliest poeses- 
sors of the Ms., assures us that it was presented 

lejour de la fete de Julie and the editors of the 
verses, in 1729 and 1784, coniirm the statement of 
M. de Qaigni^ieai Huet, I am awai^ says others 
wise;^ but, as the Abb£ d'Olivet infbims ns, his 
memory was much impaired when he wrote his 
pensees^'f He had ceased to be a man of facts ; and 
his affliction is nowhere more obvious than in the 
account which he gives of La Guirlande de JuHe. 

Mx. D^JsraeH then saysy with more than snffident 
grandiloquence^ 1^ Julie ^ declared and off Frmce 
repeated it, that she was in love with Gustavusy and 
refused to have any other lover." I deny it Huet 
say% ^ Julie fusoit pardtre une grande admiraticn 
pour la vaknr de ce Prince. Elle avoit son portrait 
dans sa ruelle^ & premni phnsir d dire qu'elle ne 
vouloit point d'autre galant que ku." It is easy to 
conceive that Julie admired the valour of GustavuSy 
but that is no proof of love ; and if she had unfortunate- 
ly fallen in lore with the hero^ she would not have 
tM her love. Now, ft grieves me to disenchant Mr* 
Quintessence of Sentimentality touching the fair Julie ; 
but, in truth, she was the very antipode of a roman- 
tic lover. She was accustomed to say, " Que les 
hommet lui aoaieni tgapris d aimer lee hkeeP^ She 

" Huctiana, Pans, 1722. In-12. p. 104. »7 Ibid. p. xvii. 

" Paroles M^morables, recueillies f»ar Gab. Broiler, PariSj 1790. 
Ia-6. p. 263. 
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bad an aoerMicn to marriage and her admintion of 
GiistaTus vas cine of her coaTenient eawifiefc Hiere 
are always resources on such occasions. She would 

sometimes say, " qu*elle ne comprenoit pas comment 
on pouvoit de sang froid se donner un Maitre ; que 
lea hommes le aont toujoursy quoiqu'ils puiaaent dire ; 
& que pour elle, elle renoncermt le plua taid qu'elle 
pourroit k aa libert6.'*» 

This information may be new to Mr. D'Israeli; 
and I hope our giant of saffociti/y our oracle of psycho- 
UjUfy our patentee of sentimenialiity^ may be able to 
comprehend it— for it forma a part of the ^ hUtory 
of ^ heart.** 



Art. XV. — The true aotirces of SecrH His* 

tory — now first disclosed by I. D'Israeli, Esq.^ 
D.C.L. and F.S.A. 

" True sources of secret history, T/Us is a 
mli^ect which has been hitherto hut imjjerfecily con^pirehend' 
ed even by eome kuUnriam theaueivee /"-^L D'Isbaxli. ^ 

' Herodotus, in the ezordinm of his venerable 
-writuig8» incidentally giyea an excellent definition of 
history. Sallust and Livy have also left some aen- 

sible remarks on its utiUty ; and if we descend to the 
times in which intellect shone with diminished splen- 

•» N. Petit, Vie de M., i. 46. » Ibid. i. 46-7. » C. 
vi. 197. 

O 
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dour, we find Mestrt Waoe state ite object with equal 
propriety and tenenesa:— 

** Por remembrer des ancessours 
Li fez ^ li diz ^ li moun — 

D^Israeli, howeTer, aimoimeea an improyed de- 
scription of history — whidi he denominates aecre^ 

hiitory. He seems to have intended a definition of 
it; but it is impossible to define what is imperfect- 
ly comprehended* We observe indeed, in the course 
of twenty pages of dedamationt two fragments of a 
definitaon, yiz. that *^ Secret history %$ the suppkment 
of history itselfi and is its great cerrectarf and that 
** there are obviously tivo species ; it is positive, or it is 
relative" It appears from the first fragment that 
9ecret history is not history itseffi but something supe* 
rior to it It appears from the second fragment, in 
connexion with some additional remarks, that secret 
history is positive when the fads are first yiven to the 
toorld — that it is positive secret history when it ceases 
to be secret ; and relative^ in proportion to the know- 
iedye of those to whom it is eommumcated — which may 
be said with equal correctness of the positive, and in- 
deed of every description of knowledge from the 
sounds of A B C to the Frincipia of Newton. 

Facts and opinions are within the reach of criti- 
cism; but inane dedamation does not possess the 
same tangibility — and, berides, criticism is too preci- 
ous an article to be thrown away. If D*Israeli had 
consulted Father GrifFet, he would have furnished 
him with some positive notions on the sources of his- 

' Roman de Bon, Boueo, 1827. I11-8. i. 1. 
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tory and so would M. Koch— who has treated the 

subject with such comprehensive brevity, that I shall 
Dot apologize for transcribing his introductory re- 
maxks: — 

" Sources de Vkistoirc-^'Le caractbre principal de Thistoire, 
c'est la v6tix4. Pour la trouver, 11 faut ^clairer les t^moignages 
de I'hisloire du flambeau d*une saine critique. Ces temoignages 
sont de deux espbces : 1 . Lcs actes et monumens publics, tels que 
les m^dailles, inscriptions, traites, chnrtres, diplomes, et g^nerale- 
ment tous les Merits r^dig^s ou public's d'autorit<> publique. 2. 
Les ccrivuins prives ; auteurs d'histoires, de chroniques, de ni^- 
nioires, de lettres. Ces ocrivains sont ou contemporains OU 
^loign^ des temps dont ils ^crivent rhistoire/'* 

To pass from general history to English history. 
The learned Carte, in his review of the materials of 
English history, avoids the senseless term secret hu- 
tory ;^ and SO does Sir Harris Mcolas, even when 
writing on the Privy Coundl* — but cease we to 
dispute on the mere name. Compare the informa- 
tion afforded by D'lsraeU on this hitherto hut im- 
perfectly comprehended subject, with the substantial 
and elaborate analysis of the manuscript materials of 
English history drawn out by Sir Alexander Luders^ 
— it has not even the value of a loalkiny shadow. 

* Traits des diffi^ientes sottes de preuves qui servent k ^tablir 
la T^t6 de lliistoirey A LIcge, 1770. Iii-12. * Tableau des 
Revolutions de VEurope, Paris, 1814. Iii*8. i. p. xv. * A 
CoUectioo of the seveial papers published by Mr. Thomas Carte, 
In relation to his History of Eng^d, 1744. 8vo« ' Prooeed- 
ings and Ordinances of the Privy Council of England, 1834, etc. 
8vo. vol. i. Prefiice. * Bep. on Public Records, 1800p Pol. 
pp. 519-63. 
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The perpetual sneer at historians whidi is ob* 
servable in Uie essay of D'IsraeUy daims a hand« 

isome repayment — but I bare intimated my deter- 
mination to be parsimonious of criticism on this 
occasion. It may be added that the short remarks 
intioducedf are to be considered as the preliminaries 
of two oliher subjeots — the IMoraiiim rf CharUi JLf 
and the Character of Queen Mary IL — wbidi fixed 
my attention while occupied on the survey of the 

A considerable portion of The lUuitraior Uku- 
trated is inexplicable by the rules of critidsm which 

apply to other works. If we believe it to have been 
assumed by Mr. I^Israeli that the Cvriosities of Lite- 
rature JUuttrated was only in the hands of some ob- 
scure persons — that no bibliopolist of renown would 
erer exerdse bis diffusive capabilities in £etvor of so 
anti-popular a work — ^and that falsified quotations, 
misrepresentations of every description, the attribu- 
tion of motives which have never operated, and of 
feelings which do not exists might therefore be made 
with compaiatiTe impunity — the difficulties of expli- 
cation immediately vanislL This proposition I shall 
illustrate by two examples; premising that other 
articles furnish examples much more remarkable — 
and that the proportion is, to speak bibliographicaUy, 
a Key to The lUuttrat&r Illustrated. 

1. I had stated diat ^ Herodotus, in the exordium 
of his venerable writings, incidentally gives an excel- 
lent definition of history" — and believe the remark 
to be indisputable. Mr. D^Israeli seems to have felt 
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it so. He alters it to, " Herodotus in his exordium 
gives us an excellent definition of history" — and 
forthwith declares that Herodotus certambf never ior 

2. I had produced a very neat and eompreheiifflve 

paragraph, from the TtMeau of M. Koch, on the 
sources of history — in which they are considered as 
either public or private. In defiance of this circum- 
stance, Mr. D'Israeli dedares that I cannot under- 
stand that there may be a comlMnation of prwaie and 
pubUe history," etc 

The proper illustration of Art xv. would have been 
a definition of secret history — in lieu of which we 
have IREFUL remarks on my inability to comprehend^ 
etc I had, in fsci, committed an apparent error of 
a serious nature— in naming Herodotus, SaUust, and 
Livy, before D'lsraeli. I can assure him, on the 
word of a man of honor, that it arose out of my at- 
tachment to the art de verifier les dates. 



Art. XVI. — Secret history of the Restora- 
tion of Charles II. — I always give the pour 
and the contreT — /• D' Israeli 

** In history tlie Restoration of Cfiarles appears in all its 
splendour — the king is joy fully received at Dover, and the 
shore is cohered by his subjects on their knees — crowds of 
the great hurry to Canterbury — the army is drawn npf ete* 
til a uwrdt all that is told in MHory describes a moHareh 
Ae moM powerfiU amd the moH he^pf^* * * * Turn to Me 
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JhUHfiU memoriakti turn to darmdonh m hU awn 
life; ami we AaUftnd tkat lAe potxr €f Ab kmg wa» 
AmaiMjmuoB wkm he wa» an emh ; and kU fidmgf 

were so much racked, that he had nearly retokied <m a loii 
flighir—l. DlsRAELi.i 

The ardde wfatdi lyisnieH entitles Tme 90une$ 

of secret kistory contains, in point of fact, a triad of 
subjects — his view of that hitherto-hut-imperfectly' 
comprehended species of history,- his secret history 
<tf tiie Bettoratim of Charles and his disooray 
of the Character of Qkmh Mary II. I have split Ihe 
triad. It would have had a dazzling effect — but its 
component parts may be inspected without inconve- 
nience. 

I observe a sub-triad in the history of tiie Restora- 
tion, vis. on tiie conduct of Monk, on die position of 

Charles, and on the application of the hidurt0'hitt4mr' 
perfectly-comprehended species of history. 

1. On the conduct of Monk. — D'Israeli remarks 
that Monk ^ acted very mysterioudy^ never coTTt^pondr* 
veg wiSi nor aneweriny** the King. — Monk kipt him' 
self in a doud^^ bnt he aimed at tiie restoration.^ To 
Price, one of his Chaplains, who had expressed some 
impatience of delay, he emphatically said, " Wliat 
Mr. Price will you then bring my neck to the block 
for the Kin^ and ruin oner tehok design, by ingaging 
too rashly?'^ The words require no comment 

' C. L.| Ti. 209. ' The authors of the Rejected Addresses 
wfll permit a Inother critic to avail himself of their charming in- 
vention of compound hyphens. ^ Price, Mystery of H. M. 
BestauratioDi laSO. 8vo. p. 153. * Ibid. Sig. A 4. * Ibid, 
p. 27. 



Digitized by 



IU.U3TiLAT£D. 



127 



Monk advised Charles to despatch the letters and 
declaration from Breda,^ which were the sole vinNe 
motive to the restoratioik^ Cermpondence would 
have been unsafe. He gave oral hiatructionB to Sir 

John Granville, who wrote them down to fix them in 
' his memory — and Monk himself tltrew the paper into 
the fire.^ 

2. On 1^ posUian of Charln. — It is obvious that 
Cfaarlesi on his xestoralioii to the throne^ had ninne- 
rout elaims to answer, ungradous duties to perform, 

opposite views to reconcile, etc. " Men were genrral- 
ly satisfied^" says Sir John Reresby, but " malecoH" 
tenis of several sorts there were** d Clarendon, who 
wrote his Life in advanced years^ and in banisho 
ment, dwells on the gloomy features of affimrs — ^but I 
shall nevertheless examine Disraeli by Clarendon 
alone. 

Was the poioer of the king as dubious as when he 
was an exile f I>Iaraeli assertsi in proo( that Monk 
presented Charles with an obnoxious list of Privy 

Councillors drawn up Ifj his wife. The assertion is a 
fiction, and the inference is suitable to it. The list 
was drawn up by Mr. Morrice^ under the orders of 
Monk, who had held bommunications with men of all 
parties, and ^ to had promised to do them pood offices 
to the Mng^ — but was without any imaginations that 
the king icould accept them" as Privy Councillors.^^ 
The power of the king dubious/ — Clarendon affirms^ 

• Clarendon, Hist, of the Rebeliion, Oxford, 1720. 8vo. lii. 
735. ' Clarendon, Life, Oxford, 1827. 8vo. i. 320. • Price, 
M. R., p. 137. » Memoirs, 1735. 8vo, p. 6. *® Claren- 
don, LifCy i. 32$. ' ' 
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as MOST TRUE, that the people were admirably dit* 
powed and prepared to pay aU the m^fecHany duty^ wfid 
thai ajvMt and prudent king andd especL*'^^ 
lyisraeli furUier asserts that Charles had nearly 

resolved on a last flight — Clarendon only states that 
Charles, perplexed with the unhappy temper of the 
royal party, grew more disposed to leave all thinys to 
^iebr naharal eouree^ — and to pursue his pleasures.^^ 
The anertioii of D^Israeli is evidently anotber fietion 
—but not his last flight. 

3. On the application of the hi therto-but^im perfect- 
ly-comprehended species of history, — The only work 
which D'lnaeli cites as public history is an anony«* 
moiis tracts whidi according to his own imperfect 
definition is inferior secret Mstory ! The only work 
which he cites as secret history is the Life of Claren- 
don — which was published before D'Israeli was bom» 
and may be met with in every well-diosen library in 
the British Islands, 

So mudi ibr the secret history of the Restoration, 
It must excite astonishment that such errors and in- 
consistencies should be committed by an author who^ 
in the same article^ boasts of experience in literary 
researdies — and sneers at popniar kislorianSf ikeoreti' 
cal writers of history^ supcrfleiai readers^ imperfe^ 
comprehension^ etc. — •* The niiLOSOPHER," says 
D'Israeli, "may well abhor all intercoursi: with 
wits!" — and, in truth» I am almost weary of the 
Ctidoi^ttiitf aC fttteratittf • 

We have^ in this instance^ a pretended illus- 

" ibid. i. 314. " Ibid. L 357-8. 
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traftiaD whidi oocapies twice the spice of the text; 
and from wfaidi we lesrn that the iacta of the oMfo- 

ble Illustrator are only to be met by ideas and surmises 
and conjectures. 

The assertion that Monk presented Charies with 
an obnoxiouB list of Privy GonnciUora drawn hy 
ku wife, I had termed a fidvm, Mr. IXImeli, by 
way of defence, cites Granger as one who had the 
fiction before him. Now, Granger only says, " She 
is siqBposed to have recommended," etc.^^ The re> 
ference is in other respects unfivrtiinate— fo he also 
BKyUf *^ As she was a ihorwgh royalxsi^ it is probable 
that she had no inconsiderable share in the Restora- 
tion.'' 

I shall now enliven my note by an extract irom 
the pamphlet: " The particulars which I have given," 
says Mr. lyisiaeli, ^ would alone uUisfy me that I 
drew from an- authentic source." I have never 
assumed that Mr. D'Israeli was not satisfied tcith 
himself; but 1 must remark that those who under- 
take history, should endeavour to satisfy their 
readers. 

It was not affirmed lliat Mr. I^Israeli immied the 

fiction in question, but it may have been so — for he 
cannot state where he discovered it ; and this is the 
man who is dted by Mr* Sharon Turner, and other 
writers of eminence^ as an authorUy ! 

^3 Biographical Hist, of EogUnd, 1775. Svo. iv. 157. 
Ibid. IT. 157, 

0.5 
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Art. XVII. — historian with no concep- 
tion of the dignity of history — scilicet^ Claren- 
don I 

Itia an odd iibmvaikm ijf Ckarmdon m hit own 
Ite *Mr. CSdOmgwarA wa$ qfa itaturt UtOf n^perior to 
Mr. Hakis and U was an age in which there were many 
great and wonderfiil men of that size/ • • ♦ 7%i» trrt- 

levant observation of Lord Clarendon is an instance where 
a (Treat mind will sorne times draw inferences from accidental 
coificidencesy and establish them into a genercU principle i 
of^f the small size of the men had even the remotest ooM- 
nexiom uritk their gemm emd Aeir mriuet. Perhapet 
too, there woe m tMe a tmeitire qf Ae eiqierelUkme tf 
1I0 tkmes tntainwr wae^ Ike fiiei eeiffhi not to have 
degraded the truth and dignity of historical narratiffe, 
IVe have writers who cannot discover tlic particulars which 
characterise the Man, — their souh, like damp gutipotoder^ 
cannot ignite with the spark tohen UfaUi on themm'' — X. 

1 cordially subscribe to the opinion of the late 
Chancellor of the UniTersity of Oxford, that his pre- 
decoBBor Edward Earl of Clarendon was ^^cnerfihe 

most upright akttracters of our hxstary — a lover of truths 
and a sincere friend to the free constitution of his coun- 
try^ " — and I need no other stimulus to induce me to 
repel the attacks contamed in the aho?e eztrayagant 

> C* L., iT.'68. * Loid GreoTiUe, Letters written by the 
late Eailof Chatham, 1804. Sm. 8vo. pp.xzui, xfiii. 
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piece of eiitideiB^ end to ea p reoD inthout heeitetieii 

whatever the review oi it may prompt. 

It is true that an aspiring writer, the late T.ord 
Dover, has exhibited a less favorable view of the cha- 
laeter of Ckrendon;^ bu^ leering the vrndrntrnk of 
die noUe statoaman to the liietorical intrifigence^ the 
honorable feelings, and graceful pen of Mr. Lister* — 
I shall confine myself to the text, and treat it with 
the utmost brevity. 

Matters of &et datm the fiiet place. — I dtmjf on 
tibe authority of the teit itself that Lord darandon 
drams it^hemxs from aeMmbd ctdneidaieei ; I deny 
that he establishes them into a general principle ; I deny 
that lie supposes any connexion between the small size 
sf the 9sen and their gemvs and tnrhtes ; and I there* 
fare deny that the aid vbseroaium could partake of 
the supersUHem of As times. I also deny, on the 
authority of John Locke, that facts degrade tlie truth 
of historical narrative — but I admit this to be a figure 
of speech whkhy in ita peculiar limb it would be im» 
poeatble to auzpan. 

It ironld not become me to expreae myself so posi* 
tively on matters of taste, llie question is, should 
the biographer condescend to notice the personal cha- 
racteristics of those whom he commemorates ? Does 
the obsenration on the stature of Chillingworth, 
Hales, and others, degrade the dignity of biographieai 
narrative ? We will consult on this point the tdassi- 

* Hittoricsl Inqmrifls iwpecting the cbanoier of Edward 
Hyde, Eul of QamidoDy Lord ChaaceUor of England* By the 
Hoo. George Agar EUit. 1037. Sm. Sto. pp. 183. * Gent 
Hag., 1836. i. 390. 
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ed biographere CmmeHtiB Nepos and PhiterdL Cor* 

nelius Nepos, so justly eulogized by the learned 
Harles,^ records that Agesilaus had the misfortune to 
be lame and rfmALh size,^ Plutarch, whose wiitiiigs 
llieodore Gaxa and Manage aeem to b«?e prefenred 
to all tihe remains of antiquity,? records tbat Aki- 
biades had a lisping in his ^p««dfe*— that Sylla bad 
eyes of a lively blue, fierce and meiuieinrj^ — that Marc 
Anthony had a graceful length of beard, a large fore- 
headf BsiA im aqtdline no$e^^ — thatCednay one of the 
ndiitaiy ofBcers of VlteUitMi was of a gigantic nze ^ 
—and that Demetrius PolioreeteB, thouor tall, was 

NOT EQUAL IN SIZE TO HIS FATHER AnTIGONUS.^* 

Now, if Cornelius Nepos and Plutarch held such 
remarks to be consistent with delicacy of taste, con- 
sistent with tiie dignily iHluch is reqnbed in biogvar 
phical composition, can it be unreasonable to daim 
the same latitude for modern witers? — Surely D'ls^ 
raeli, to whom Bulwer ascribes a tender vein of saUt-^ 
mefU, will consent to moderate his censure--to ex- 
' preas himself witii some iendemeis on the lifisrary de> 
linqoendes of Clarendon ! Tim Oxford press may 
then once more be appropriately occupied with the 
History of the RebeUion ! 

Perliaps it will not be irreUwrnt to state under wiiat 
circumstances the obnoxious observation was maik. 
Clarendon wrote his Hutmy of the BebeBian for the 

' Br. Notttia littentme Romuiae, lipsiae, 1803. Svo. p. 39. 
* C. Nepotb Vitae, Lipsiae, 1806. 8vo. p. 352. * Menagiana, 
im. iD-ia. in. l-S. • PlQtaich't Lives, by J. and W. Lang- 
home, 1770. 8?o. U. 101 . • Ibid. iii. SIS. » Ibid. ?. 393. 
" Ibid. vi. 235. » Ibid. 334. 
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information of posterity:" it is of course open to 
critLcism as a work of history. He wrote bis Life 
for tbe i$^bTmaium of his oum famifyf^^ and U was 
jsaswEM TO 8BB hsaoTz^ it is a piece of /mote <m^ 
hiography^ia wWcb private mOMograpk^ the ob- 
servation occurs. The noble writer gratefully avows 
the intellectual and moral benefits which he derived 
from the conversatioii and Mendahip of men of emi- 
nenee.^ He enumeralea the duel acquaintance 
whidi he made while a student in the Temple^ com* 
pndng Selden, Ben Jonson, Sir Kenelm Digby, May, 
Carew, etc. and of each individual draws a charac- 
T£B^^«— in which department of composition he is pro- 
nounced by Granger^ a master in the delicate art« to 

be UJTRIVALLBD AlfOKG TBS MODERNS.^ He Sfter> 

wards enumerates and carefully portrays his more in- 
timate friends Sir Lucius Carey, Sidney Godolphin, 
Waller» tbe ever-menwrabU John Hales, etc'^ and 
haying concluded his account of Hales with the re- 
mark that he was one rf tiie had mm vn <fts hmgdom^ 
and ime rf^ g^noMt iMkan m Europe — by a very 
natural and easy transition thus introduces the cha- 
racter of another of bis intimate friends : " Mr. Chil- 
li ngworth was of a stature little superior to Mr. 
Ekde$ (and it was an age^ in which there were many 
^reat, and wonderful men of that mse) and a man of 
so great a subtilty of understanding, and so rare a 
temper in debate etc.^^ Now> the structure of the 

>» Hist, of the R., Oxford, 1702-4. Fol. i. 1. " Life of C, 
Oxford, 1759. Fol. Cent. p. 1. Ibid. Oxford, 1827. 8vo. i. 

185. »• Life, 17j9. p. 15. " Ibid. 16, etc. Biog. ilist. 
of England, 1775. 8vo. ir. 63. » Life, 1759. p. 19, etc. 
» Ibid. p. '2b. 
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wntenee, and the nee of die parmthetictl mnkM, 

sufficiently point out the incidental nature of the ob- 
servation to wliich the learned critic so fiercely ob- 
jects — but the learned critic has been pleaacd to 
mutUate the eeatence^ to Jldt^ the pimctoatioiiy nd 
to suppr€»9 dte pccnntketical markg. 

It remains for me to notice the peroration of the 
criticism, which it would be unhandsome to overlook. 
It is evidently aimed at Lord Clarendon ; but was not 
kee evidently a rmedepum UttSmire-'-iibe harbinger 
of certun CommmiaHes mt M lAfk cmd Reign nf 
Charles the First,^ In the preface to that work ap- 
pears a review of the principal writers on the rebel- 
lion of 1640, excepting Clarendon f The author no 
doabt believed that he had despatched the noble- his- 
torian ividi the pravious critieism — and did not eon- 
template the poflribifity of his levivification. I shall 
despatch the plebeian critic vidth a parody, (j^ We 
have writers who can discover tJie particuiars which no 
others ean disoovmr; their eomUf like MUAHOVf ^piUe 
the tpark when UfiBe en ll^— bnt^ thb ligbv 

"WHICH TRET AFFORD 18 KO BETTER VOM THAT OF 

A WILL-WITH-A-WISP. 

And now cometh mine own peroration, — Trar 
descant, Thoresby, Sir Hans Sloane, Hunter, and 
other odlecton of cMruwf arttdes, admitted mmiMiro^- 
Hei into their Museums — and with such precedents^ 

I shall venture to class the criticism on the Earl of 
Clarendou as one of the CwcioaitU^i oi lUUrature. 

It has been hinted to me by more than one 

Commentaries etc. By I, D Israeli, 1828-31. 8vo. 5 volt. 
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writer of celebrity, that I had overrated the character 
of Clarendon. Some explanation may be now due. 
I chose the fistvorable side of a debatable quesdooy be- 
cause the noble statesman and historian was in tiie 
hands of Mr. Listser. Hie result of his inquiries did 
not appear in time to allow me to reconsider the ques- 
tion ; and I therefore produce the article verbatim. 

The extreme arrogance and injustice of the criti- 
cisin on Qavendon, in part furnished its own refiitar 
tion; but the censure of it was not useless. The 
new iBuairator is evidently ashamed of the lively esgay^ 
ist : we now read, not without a reflection on the 
attractive character of docility, that Clarendon is ^ 

immortal writer, if there be immortali^ in die 
y^ffgti ffh language." 

As a sort of reply to my exposure of the scrtftil 
omission of Clarendon in a review of the principal 
writers on the rebellion of 1640, it is said that he is 
reftrred to very nearly two hundred times.** This 
is not delisnee: it is evasion. I frequently refir to 
the Uv^ mutiny — but no person fimcies that I 
consider Mr. D' Israeli as one of our principal 
writers. 



Art. XVIII. — The Ashmolean Ms. — with a 
specimen of archaiologic proficiency. 

cfthm eummofuet to Stmoe, ike antiqutay^ viAft 
his memoranda cm the backf exists in the Ashmolean Mu" 
seum. I shattpruerveUwitkidiiti verbal mrugo* 
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' Society of AiUiquariu, 
* To Mr, Stowe. 

* The place appointed for a conference upon the, question 
foUmmnge ys att Mr, Garters house, on Frydaye the Wth 
<f this November^ 1698, beung Al Souk*s daye^ at II if the 
tioekB m the efienwone, wkere jfoiir cppMnm m unyHn^ 

< The gueeHon f9, 

* Cffthe antiquitie, etimologie, and jjriviledyes of parishes 
in Englande, 

* Yt ys desyred that you give iiot notice hereof to any^ but 
such as ham the iihe somonsC ** — L DIsraeli.^ 

It would be gratifying to ascertain that a Ms. of 
the Tenerable John Stow exists in the Ashmolean 
Museum — if the j^irase / shaU p res e r v e did not 
intimate that seme awfiil &te awaits that establish- 
ment. 

The Secretary of State for the Home Department 
i^ould attend to this intimation ; and, in the mean 
time^ I shall oonsole myself with the assurance that 
the most eminent member of the UniTersity of Oxfmd 

is a CONSERVATIVE — and a master of arts well calcu- 
lated to protect whatever appertains to it. 

We pass on to the Ms. — Did the antiquarian zeal 
of lyimeli conduct him to Oxford to transcribe these 
few lines? or did he arail himself of the. transcript of 
Thomas Hearne, M.A. ? We will examine what the 
faithful and assiduous Tom Hearne said on this sub- 
ject anno 1720: — 

^010 that what I kuMe told m to mmmoning is true, up- 

» C.L.yiT.931. 
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peon from a fam^ in a MS> m the Mmokan Mutamt vAkh 
beemm ii toUl very muA amiaet to a Notitia of the Society, 
IthaUhere tromerihe it oi larger ot IfindU entered in niy CoUec- 
tions: 

' ^ocutu of Antiquaries. 
Co fBr. Stowe. 
Cf)e place appomtrtJ for a Confcrcnfe upon tf)e quefl^ 
tton follobtnge, att i^v, barters; i)o\iit on Frydaye 
t|^f ti. of ti)td Nouember, beingc SlUtouleif tlat), at tt. oC tf^e 
dooitt in t||afttnioime» bxl^m jtnnx opptnio wi ia lDV]ittsist or 

Ci)e qneStCoii is, 

<@f t!)e Anttqtu'tie, ^ttmologie anti prtbtlelKses of 
paru(f)eS in (l^glanUe. 

$t !)£( trrdnrrl), ti^at pou gtue not notice l^ereof to anj^, 
Sud^e as t^aue t|)e It&e sontonS.C]"^ 

When we condescend to borrow, we should con- 
descend to avow it — and take the utmost care of the 
article borrowed. D'lsraeli slights these obyious 
Quudins: Tom Heome seems beneath his notice, and 
it fares no better with fects. According to Hearne, 
the summons was for the second of November: 
D'Israeli says the eleventh — a F. S. A. calls the 
eleventh of November AU Souls day i According to 
Heame^ the year was not expressed. lyisraeli inter* 
polates 1598. I take it to have been 1599.^ Ac- 
cording to Hearne, the appointed hour of meeting 
was two iu the afternoon : J^Israeh says eleven in 
the afternoon 1 The question as to the Aoicr of meet- 

* Curioas DiMOoneSy Oxford, 1720. 8vo. p. xxxix.sLoDdoOy 
1775. Svo. i. xiv. * Notitia Hislorica, by N. H. Nicolas, 1824. 
Svo. p. 08.+Curioas Disoounet, 1720. 8vo. p. wiii. 
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h% b of ooDBiderable importance. Gough sharply 
censures James L for dissolving tlie Socie^ of Anti- 
quaries.* The statemCTit of D*l8rae1i k a triumphant 

vindication of the conduct of that monarch : the Fel- 
lows held their meetings at midnight ! 

There is another point which requires illustration* 
DTsraeli omits to commemorate Mr, Gartert who so 
politely accommodated his antiquarian friends. Could 
he furnish no anecdote of this Mr. Garter? Who 
was this Mr. Garter? Why, Sir WilUam Dethieke, 
Garter King at Arms^ — which accounts for the meet- 
ings being held in the College of Arms. 

Now, that this F.S.A. should announee as the 
fruit of Ins own reoondtts researches what had been 
in print more than a century — that he should contrive, 
in one short transcript^ to mis-state the lioury the 
doy^ and the year — are circumstances which may frdrly 
he considered as €vav^t^ of ftltfraturir. 

It was one of die rights and prhileges of the 

elevated station which I formerly occupied in the Re- 
puhliqiie des Lettres^ that I could express my critical 
opinions in dedsive terms without liability to the 
charge of arrogance. It is one of the conveniences 
and comforts of my p^^raent rank as an amateur, that 
I can express my doubts on the subjects which come 
under notice without incurring any serious imputa- 
tion* Such an occasion now presents itseli Is 
^oadon a part of eontnmerty f 

I had censured Mr. D^Israeli for printing a docu- 

* Aichaeologia, i. xiv. * ArdiMologia^ i. ▼« Corioas Dis- 
counesy 1775. 8?o. ii. 481. 
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ment which he tranBcribed from Hearne^ as from on 
Athmokan Ms.; for erroneoiuly Interpolating the 

year ; and for mis-stating the day and the hour. He 
pjisses over the attempt at imposition — and the erro- 
ueous iuterpolatioQ ; eutillea his comment. Black- 
letter dates; and aBcribes his oboimtM bkaders to 
nUt^pi/inff the hheh4eiier numerab! 



Art. XIX. — Character of Qaeen Mary 11. 

— I always give the pour and the conirc r — 
/. £y Israeli 

" The late Queen Maiy, oooaoft and partner of the crown with 
King WiUiam III. was so eiemplary in religion and every virtue, 
that our modem histories will be unjust and untmoy if they do 
not represent her as the poieit omament of her ses and loyal dig- 
nity/' — Bishop KsHVET.* 

Examine the catalogue of crowned ladies from 
Semiramis to Adelaide — examine the nanrati?eB of 
the most eredihle historians and biographers — review 

all that the spirit of eulogy has devised — it will add 
to the conviction that Marv, the consort of William 
IIL of England, was one of the most amiable women 
who ever adorned a throne. 

Now, it hath pleased D'lsraeli to make choice of 
her Majesty as the object of one of his curious experi- 
ments in the philosophy of history ; and also to exer- 

1 Eagister etc 1728. Fol. Ded, 
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cise his skill as a literary numipukUar on her right re- 
verend biographer Burnet 
Two extracts (not a pair) will serve to conrey some 

notion of the first step in the experimental process on 
Mary: — 

" Burnet inform$ us, tkat when Queen Mary held the 
adminifttratioa of goreminent during the absence of WiU 
lianiy ii was tma^msd hjfsoms, that as * every woman q 
seme loved to he meddling^ Hiey txmdnded thai she had hui 

a small portion of ity because she lived so abstracted from aU 
affairs' " — ^I. D'Israeli.^ 

** The Qaeen was now in the adnuDistiatioii. It was a new 
scene to her; she had, for above sixteen months, made so little 
figure iu business, that thoa^ who imagined, that every woman of 
■jense loved to be meddling, concluded that she had a small pro- 
portion of it, because she lived so abstracted from all afiaiis/' — 

Bp. BVftllBT.* 

lyisraeli undertakes to " expose the fallacious ap- 
pearances of popular history^ His first step is an act 
of deception. Burnet applies his remark to the six- 
teen months which preceded the absence of William 
— who bore the cares of goyenraient. D^Israeli 
applies it to the time of his absence — at which time 
Mary was, as Sir John Dairy mple justly observes, 
in aiu of the most singular situations known in kis' 

The dietraeled state amidst which the queen lived, tlie 
vexations, the secret sorrows, the agonies and the despair of 
Mary in the absetice of William, nowhere appears i?i his- 
tory / * * * They were reserved for the curiosity and in* 

* C. L., vi. 212. * Hist, of liis own Time, 1724-34. Foi. ii. 
48. * Memoixs of Great iiritau), 1 790. e?o. iii. 68. 
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struction of posterity ; and were /umtd by Dabrifti^^ in the 
letters ^ifoiy L DIsbabli. 

Thb extract describes tlie second utep in tlie expe- 

rimerital process on Mary. W e must revert to her 
singular situation, William was in Ireland, prepared 
to contend in arms with her own father.^ A conspi- 
racy was formed at home ;^ a triumphant armament 
paraded our coasts;^ the cabinet coimcil was com* 
posed of discordant materials.^ Her situation was 
evidently one of peculiar difficulty — hut her chief care 
was for the safety and approbation of William, bhe 
wrote to him ahnost daiiyi and about thirty of her 
ktten were published by Sir John Dakymplcy from 
the priyate cabinet of William at Kensington, in 1778* 
They are extremely rich in subjects for meditation. 
With the glow and flexibility of sentiment which pei^ 
tain to the female charactery she stamps the impres- 
sion of the moment — and has left vivid proofe of her 
afiection, of her vexations, and of her anxieties. Her 
despair is the invention of D'Israeli. Not a shadow 
of it appears in her letters ! She extremely laments 
his absence, but assures him that his love enables her 
to ^ hear aU Uiings dte with coM^^to bear oB totM 
patieneeJ*^^ She expresses her Joy on every proper 
occasion;*^ and repeatedly declares, with peculiar 
emphasis^ her trust in Providence,^^ 

* 

5 Burnet, H. O. T., ii. 46, etc. -|- Dalryiiiple, M. G. B., iii. 8. 
• Burnet, ii. 35, etc. + Dairy mple, iii. 4, 11, 54, etc. ^ Burnet, 

ii. 49.+I>aliymple, iii. 15, etc. " Burnet^ ii. 49.+Da]rymple, 

iii. 9, 21, etc. ^ M. G. B., iii. 73. *® Ibid. iii. 126. 
" Ibid. iii. 69, 92, 113, 119, 120, etc. ^ Ibid. iii. 68, 74, 76, 
83» 84, 88, 89, 92, 113, 117. 
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Thus, by assertinj^ the apparent tranquillity and 
carelesmeu of Mary on the pretended authority of 
Buniet— and by conyerting her tnnt in Ftovideno^ 
•8 reeorded in her own ktter8» into despair— has 

lyisraeli attempted to expose the fallacious appear- 
ances of popular Jiistory ; and this is what he calls 
lifting the curtain^ to exhibit the picture of Queen 
Mary I 

D^Israeli twits Bnnet as Ihe Seotdi Jn^opi as mar 

and vehement bishop, as deficient in sagacity, 
etc. Perhaps Burnet did not possess the ingenuity 
which our critic has evinced on thia occasion. Bui^ 
nel« describing the behaviour of Mary fNrevious to the 
ahsence of WiUiam, remarks that she *^ seemed to 
employ her time and thoughts, in any thing, rather 
than matters of state etc. D*Israeli applies this 
remark to the anxious period of her administration. 
Nor is this the only proof of his ingenuity. Burnet 
say% she seemisd to employ* et& D'lsrael], when he 
draws his contrast between the aehtd state of Mary 
and the representation of Burnet, omits the word seem- 
ed. Now, I apprehend that Burnet attached a mean- 
ing to the word seemed;^* but, if my critical discern- 
ment should £ail me on that poin^ I am quite confi- 
dent that D^Israeli is aware of its meaning — for he 
omits the very word which, independently of the 
anachronism, would have demolished his discovery ! 
-Such are the contrivances by which Disraeli es&ays 
to prove that the actual sMts of Mary esayaed the hen 

1* ILO.T.,ii. 48. ^ Fiffe An Essay on Ibe Memory of the. 
late Queen, 1605. 8vo. p. 159. 
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ifiheSetMkMop/ and tliat he .mistook a moiA^ 

a Jace, 

I conclude with the facta, Burnet, who saw Maxy 
onoe a toeeAat the critieal period of her admiiiistratiQi^ 
motds that she showed extraordinary Jlrmnegt^^--^ 
tiiat she covered her imoard apprehmtUmM wHfa an 

eqmlity of heliaviour^^ — that " thowjh she was full of 
dismal thoughts, yet she put on her ordinary cheerfid* 
nesSf when she oqppeared in publick" etc^^ 

This arlieie may be considered as an illustraftkiD of 
the manner in ivhksh lyisnieli drikei oiU mew rmdia ; 
and in which he exemplifies his own declaration, " / 
abvat/s gwe the pour and the contre." I have consult- 
ed on the occasion no authorities but those which are 
alluded to by D^Israeli himsel£ I have met him with 
the weapon of which he has made choice; and if I 
have held it rather lightly, it was because no exertion 
seemed requisite. 

He sarcastically remarks of two celebrated his- 
tmians — Gilbert Stuart and Robertson — that they 
depend on ^ eimplicity of Umir reader$, — Hiat 
he should at the same time oflfer himself as the 
victim of his own sarcasm, is certainly one of the 
Curto^ituiil a( Etttraturt* 

The remarks which I have made in the note 
to Art XV* on certain points wfaidh appear to have 
been assumed by Mr* IXIsraeli, apply with peculiar 
force to the subject now under consideration. 
I had taxed him with an act of deception^ with 

»• H. 0. T., ii. 55. »• Bway, p. IAS. " H. O. T, 

ii. 55. ■ • 
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literary manipulation., with invention, with contrivances, 
etc Accusations of this serious nature, if made 
against myself, I would refute — or would resign the 
pen fijr ever* Mr. lyisraeli views his position in a 
more cheerful light In Hen of attempting an answer^ 
he gives us various discursive remarks on the use of 
secret history, on the philosophy of history, on the 
iired habits the Queen, on the busy Bishop, on hebdo^ 
modal vititit on the eabinei rf WiUiam the Third at 
KeMtnffton^ on the heet edUkn ef Bumei ^ Dr, Bmth^ 
on the Lords Dartmouth, Hardwicke, etc. 

If the craft of authorship should fail — I should re- 
commend Mr. D'lsraeli to turn lecturer on the art of 
evasion; and I promise to certify his qualifications 



Art. XX. — Lady Grace Gethin vertus I. 
D'Israeli, Esq.^ D.C.L. and F.S.A. 

No might nor greatnets in mortality 

Can censure 'acape ; back-wounding calumny 

The whitest virtue strikes :~*' 

Sbakspeare. 

I am about to comment on a commentator^ in 
Tindicatio& of aspersed excellence ; hot shall endear 
vour to express myself with all the reserve which is 
due to — arrogance and flippancy. 

The work on which D' Israeli exercises his pen as 
a commentator is entitled, Reliquub Gethinian^ 
wme remains of Me mast inffenunts and exedieni 
1ad^9 Ihe Lady Qraee Qethiny lately deceased. 1699. 
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4tOb He censures the editor of the volume ; the bio- 
graphers of Lady Grethin; and, abore aU» Lady 
Oeduniieraelf.^ The critic shall now auhmit to cri- 
. ticisiiL 

He taxes the editor of the volume with cant and 
mmdacity, because he believed the matured reflection 
with which it abounds to be the liasty concepHms of 
Lady Gethin. — If this be equitable^ I shall mutToid- 
ably tax with eaant and maidacity a initer of more 
lofty pretensions. 

He censures Ballard, one of the biographers of 
Lady Grethin, lor having, with all the ittnocence of 
eritieUmf given specimeos of the BeliqitiiB Getkimanm 
without suspecting that he was transcribing the words 
of Lord Bacon. — Ballard occupied the humble station 
of a provincial mantiiamaher ; but literature was his 
delight, and he devoted to his studies the hours which 
were due to sleept ASba quitting," says Rowe 
Mines, egtmial amamaUs rf tiie mx^ he became 
^ a contemphtor of Aeir nUmmal quai^leaikns.**' The 
result of his contemplations was Memoirs of several 
ladies of Great Britain, who have been celebrated for 
tkeir writings or skill in the learned lanffuagee arte and 
»ei«nee$, Oxford, 1762. 4to. comprising m<»e than 
flxty articles. He died prematurely in 1755.* To 
twit such a man for an oversight is the poorest of 
triumphs. We are all fallible. Even the critic him- 
self, who scarcely bestows six lines on Ballard, cites 
an edition of his work which never existed I 

* C. L., iv. 22-7. • E. R, Mores, Dissertation upon Eng. 
Typ. Founders, 1778. 8vo. p. 36. Walker, Letters by emiaent 
Persons, 1813. 8vo. ii. 92, etc.-h Memoirs, etc. 1752. 4to. 



Digitized by Google 



146 cuaiosiTi£s of litbrature 



He censures the Rev. Mark Noble» another of the 
biographers of Lady Gethui» on the same score. — 
There is a touch of the imoomce of erUieism in this 
censure, for Bacon was chiefly hidefated to Lucre- 
tius and Montaigne for the passage which Noble se- . 
lects as a specimen of the composition of her Lady- 
ship.' 

I shall now introduce Lady GethiB.~She was the 
daughter of Sir George Norton of Abbots-Leigh in 

Somersetshire; married Sir Richard Gethin of Ge- 
thin-Grott in Ireland; and died, in her twenty-first 
year, on the 1 1th of October 1697. Her remains are 
deposited at HoUingboume in Kent ; but there is « 
cenotaph to her memory in Westminster Abbey, and 
to perpetuate it a sermon is preached there annually 
on Ash Wednesday. In 1 700 the sermon was preach- 
ed by Dr. Peter Birch, one of the prebendaries of 
Westminster; and ha 1886 by the Bishop of Here- 
ford. The contemporaries oi Lady Getiiin celebrate 
her endneni viHttes — her exemphrt/ piety — her iober 
unaffected piety. They describe her as an excellent 
person — ^as a most excellent person — as adorned with 
an graces and perfections of mind and botfy*'*' Even 
lyisraeli admits that her mind was pure and sle» 
vated; but tiie some lyisraeH, as if determined to 
give an example of effrontery and inconsistency which 
should set competition at defiance, declares that she 

HAD NO CONCEPTXON OF THE DIGNITY OF THE 

» Rev. M. N., Biog. Hist, of England, 1806. 8vo. i. 281. + 
Bacon, Essayes, 1625. 4to. pp. 4-5. ■* Reliquiae Gelhinianat, 
1699. 4to. 4- Dr. Birch, Fiinerai Sermon, 1700. 4U). -f- J. Dart, 
Westmooasterium, Fol. ii. 78. 
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FEMALE CHARACTER, THE CLAIMS OF VIliTUE, AND 

THE DUTIES OF HONOUR." 

I shall briefly describe the AHquim Getiummia. 
The Tolmne is m small 4to. It conrists of linir pre- 
liminary leaves and ninety pages of text. The true 
date is 1699; but a new title wad printed in 1700, 
two poems and a aermou being added ; and also in 
1708» when another poem was added. The Qeoxgiaii 
copy, which is of die latter descriptioii» has a fine 
memotinto portrait of Lady Gethin by W. Faithome 
after A. Dickson, and a view of the monument in 
Westminster Abbey. The editor of the volume 
gravely asserts that its oontents weire written by Lady 
Gethin by way rftuay^ and at tpam horn He has 
digested them under twentynnne heads. Now eight 
of these heads, viz. Of youth and age — Oj custom — Of 
riches — etc. are entirely transcribed from the Essays 
of Lord Bacon ; six others^ viz. Of hmvmr and high 
places— Of chearify — etc are diiefly transcribed from 
the same eKquisite manual; and numerous tran* 
scripts from Bacon occur under other heads. With 
such evidence, I conclude that Lady Gethin did not 
compose one sentence in these Remains, The volume, 
mmoyer, is a woful spedmen of editors^p. The 
errata are most absurd Ex* gr* men in great places 
seek poverty and lose liberty;" p. 88. [seek power 
etc.] — "young men are . . . fitter for new froUcks 
than solid business p. 75. [new projects etc.] — " the 
principal part of beauty is defect and gracious mo- 
tions." p. 7& [is decent etc.] — I do not lose sight of 
I^IsraelL He remarks that the BeUqmm OeffimUaws 
excited his curiosity and his suspicion. He afterwards 

H 2 
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boldly announces his " discm^enj of the nature of tins 
rare volume, of what is original and what collected ^ 
but omits to state by what perseyeranee of. reseaichf 
or felidtoiu ^forts of reimiiiaceiioe^ he made lihe 
dumery. Perhaps I can illustrate tlus pcnnt He 
mentions that Sir William Musgrave, in a Ms. note, 
described the volume as very scarce. — Now, Sir Wil- 
liam was not so penurious of information ; witness his 
entire note : ^ The fafkmrng Work is very scarce Sf has 
been edebrated by Mr, Qmyreve m an exedkni poem, — 
It is a compilation."* 

There are facts which require no comment — and I 
consider those contained in the two preceding para- 
graphs to be of that description ; but shall neverthe- 
less giye^ in due form, specunens of comments on the 
commentator. 

" T/iere is a poem prefixed [to the Reliquiae Gethini- 
anae j with tlie signature W. C, which no one will hesitate 
to pronomwe is by Coagreeei** — ^I, D'Isiiabli. 

I cannot assent to tins dedsion. It is improbable 

that Congreve should write two poems on the same 
volume; it is improbable that he should affix his 
name to one of the poems and not to the other ; it is 
improbable that he should contribute one to the 
Annual MtsaUany and not the other ; it is improba- 
ble that he should admit one into the collectiye 
editions of his works and not the other. Nor is this 
all the evidence. 1 he poem signed W. C. was print- 
ed as an addition to the second issue (to use a conve- 
nient bibliographical neologism) of the ReUqma Ge- 

* C. L., y. 338. • R. G., ted «dit.« B. M. 
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HiiniancB, The poem signed W. Congreve was print- 
ed as an addition to the third issue of the volume ; 
and that issue was leoommended to notice by the 
statement that it contained ^ a ooppy of vmes^ by 
Mr. Congreve — a plain intimation tiiat the other 
copy of verses was not by Mr, Congreve. — On a 
review of these circumstances, I pronounce the above 
decision to have been made with all the umocence of 
ctUicitittm 

^ It is one of tiie best bonds of charity [chastity] 

and obedience in the wife if she think her husband 
wise, which she will never do if she find him jealous." 
•^Rehquiffi Gethinianae. 

** A was caiy to kmm cbe^Uence attd nkm>B .* Aomn- 
ever, tke [Lady Getiim] ki$Ui dkU meJk a hmdandskoM 

not be jealowf There toas a eweetnese in revenge reserved 

for some of these married womenr — I. D'Israeli. 

This comment would call on me to exercise with 
the utmost rigour certain powers with which I am 
invested ; but^ disposed to temper justice with mercy, 
and to make due allowance for the force of that 
temptation to wTite with smartness which often so 
cruelly assails this conunentator, (a temptation {>er- 
baps increased in tiie present instance by the inabihty 
of the lady to r^fy wiA martneu) I have merely 
issued a notice requiring the comment to be cancel- 
led ; and have ordered one of the scouts who are at^ 
tached to my office for the purpose of collecting new 
publications, caTr}nng ccpy to the press, etc to serve 
it on lyisraeli with the utmost possible despatch. As 
a caution to over-lively writers, I transcribe the entire 
document:— 
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** ir i)ttt^^ require antf commanty you I. D*Israeli» Eiq.f 
D, C. L. and F. S. A. of Bradcoham House in the coun^ 
of Bodes immediately after the receipt of this notice or as 
soon after the receipt thereof as poasiUy may be to enter 
ywff library at Bradtaham House as afiiresaid and taking 
in hand the efaoicest copy of the ninth edition of the work 
entitled Curiosities of Literature written or compiled by 
you the said I. D'lsraeli, Esq., D. C. L. and F. S. A. to 
turn to the twenty-seventh page of the fourth volume 
thereof and to read with your utmost attention the pas- 
sage commencbg with the words A and ending with 
the words MorrM womm being a comment or pretend- 
ed comment on certam words attributed to Lady Gisce 
Gethin late of the parish of Samt Martin in the Fields in 
the county of Middlesex deceased and having so done 
to take up the pen wherewith the said passage M'as writ- 
ten or in default thereof any other pen and forthwith to 
efface cancel and obUterate the same so that no mark 
sign or trace thereof shall remain the ifords to which the 
said passage is applied as a comment or pretended com- 
ment having been written by one IVands Bacon before 
the said Lady Grace Gethin was born* Atnaf fall not.*' 

^ Wires are young men's mistressesy companions 
for middle age, and old men's nurses.** — Reliquiae 

Gethinianae. 

** Tke kui deffradm^ Mnfienee is found m some wtikT^ 
whim nams leamoi rtetMseW^h DIsrasli. 

On the philosophy of the degrading sentence I am 
not qualified to speak; but, with the imperfect light 
whidi I possess^ it seems to depict the.omistitution of 
nature. I pass to the comment — ^To discover the 
writer of a sentence whose name has escaped the re- 
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searehes ci D^Israeli, and bis leamed inends, was a 

most formidable task. I detennined, therefore, to 
have recourse to an oracle which I have consulted 
with success on Tarious occasions for near half a ceiH 
tiny. The response was made with pinmiptitttde — 
and was exempt from the perplexing ambiguity of 
those of Delphi and Dodona. I give it verbatim: 
** The obscure writer of the degrading sentence is 
Fbancis Bacon, Baron Verulam, Viscount Saint 
AlbanSi Lord High Chanceixor of England^ 
etc etc etc** 

So mueb for lihe daaietd and mosi charming 
eisdi/ of D^Israeli on Lady Gethin; on her biogra- 
phers; and (m the MeliquuB GethiniancB* It would 
be faint praise to duuracterise it as one of the 
CurioiUies of LUerahtre it is a constellaAion of the 
€nxlBMH af Sttaatmt • 

%• It has been announced that Mr. D' Israeli was 

getting samewliat sage" in 1817.^ If he had made 
much progress in the art, he would not ba?e 
attempted to justify his essay on Lady Getfain. 

The sum of his attempt is, that the Honorary 
Professor looked at Lady Gethin " through the spec- 
tacles of his books" — the only spectacles through 
wliicb she was visible; and that Mn D'lsraeli look- 
ed into human nature** through his own pbantasmati- 
cal optics — drew a portrait de t^kargo — and, by some in- 
comprehensible mistake, wrote under it Lady Gethiiu 

We observe, in a note, " a specimen of the neio art 
of eriiietm by this Honorary Professor." — I believe 

' 1. 1., p. 5, 
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Mr. D'lsraeli to be the main author of the pamphlet 
imder examination ; but on this particular occasion 
he must have obtained assistance — and as I conceive 
— ^lihe aanslauioe of Pock himself I Ihadsaidy ^We 
are all fidfible. Even the critic himself who scarcely 
bestows six lines on Ballard, cites an edition of his 
work which never existed T On this Mr. IKIsraeli, 
who is proud of his powers of comprehension^ exclaims^ 
I am censured for scarcely bestowing six lines on 
BaDard. I was writing on Lady Gethin !*! He then 
exclaims, ^ Petty critics may trouble an anihor who 
lies at their mercy ; he compels me to rise from my 
chair^ and I find I am wrong T The public will now 
be sensible of the extraordinary efficacy of my profes- 
sorial labours. It appearetfa that^ under the influ- 
ence thereof Mr. IXIsraeli actually rose Jrom hii 
chair to ascertain a fact I 



Art. XXI. — The path of the Woolsthorpe 
apple — calculated on data not known to Sir 
Isaac Newton ! 

** We Otoe the great discovery of Newton to a reri/ trivial 
accident. When a student at Cambridge^ he luid retired 
during the time of the plague info the country. As he was 
reading under an apple-tree, one of the fruit fell, and 
struck him a smart blow on the head. When he observed 
the smaUness of the appky he was surprised at the farce of 
the stroke. This led him to consider the aeceleratistff mo- 
Hon of falling bodies; from whence he deduced theprinc^ 
pie of gravity, and laid the foundation of Jus philosophy "-^ 

. I. D'lSRAELI.^ 

» C. L., i. 123^ 
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An anecdote derives its value from the eminence 
of the individual with whose name it is associated; 
the importance of the event which it tends to illus- 
trate; the i^iiloflophic and moral lessons which it 
afifords. Tlie anecdote of Newton and the fiHifig 
apple unites these species of interest; and is, like 
Newton himself, without a rival ! 

But I am not about to write a Dissertation on Anec 
doUs — for D^Israeli has treated die subject with a 
wxHKx^ to which I do not aspire.* He declares^ 
amid other sallies, that anecdotes are susceptMe o f a 
thousand novel turns ; ^ and if he has since modified 
the declaration,'^ he still attempts to exemplify it. 
Now, according to my home-spun notions, aocording 
to mj non-imaginatiye apprehennon, sn anecdote ad- 
mits of no fujvd turns — but should be recited with a 

strict adiicreiice to truth. 

An examination of the sources of the above anec- 
dote will be tlie best illustration of these notions. 
Soon after the death of Newton, which took place 
on the SOth of March 1727, Mr. Conduitt, his nephew, 
drew up some memoirs of his life for the information 
of M. de Fontenelle. He thus narrates the incident 
of the failing apple : — 

In the year 1665, when he [Kewtoo] retired to bis own 
estate, [at WoolstliorpeJ on account of the plague, he first thongbt 
of his system of gravity, which be hit upon by obterviHg an appU 
fall from a tree,"* 

M. de Fontenelle omitted this anecdote in his ^loge 

* A Dissertation on Anecdotes, 1793. 8vo. * Ibid. p. 74. 
« C. I.., t?. 65. • Vide Hist of Orantbam, 1806. 4to. 
p. 160. 

H 5 
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of Newton;^ but Voltaire afterwards mentioned it on 
the authority of the charmiug Mrs. ConduittT Pem- 
bertoD, who ponsessed the crafidence of Newtoii» and 
published an exposition of the Newtonian pbiloBophy 

in 1728, merely states that " As he [Newton] sat 
alone in a garden, he fell into a speculation on the 
power of gravity ^ and this statement was repeated 
by Birch, ten years afterwards, in his very viUuable 
account of Newton.^ In 1760^ or perhaps earlier^ 
Dr. Nicolls, a learned mathematician, publidied an 
elaborate life of Newton. He had the advantage 
of access to some papers of Newton in the possession 
of the Earl of Macclesfield, and gives the anecdote of 
the faUing apple in conformity with the narrative of 
Mr. Condnitt^^ In 1812 Dr. TTiomson, the eminent 
chemist, published a judicious biographical sketch of 
Newton ; and mentions the anecdote of the falling 
apple^ chiefly in the words of Mr. Conduitt In 1822 
M. fiiot^ a man of science of the first rank, whose in- 
clination to do justice to lihe memory of Newton is 
not inferior to his capability, published an admirable 
account of his life;^^ and thus faithfully records the 
anecdote of the faJOxng appk : Asboa un jour sous 
un pommier, que Ton montre encore^ une pcnune Umr 
ha dewmt hn [Newton];^ etc^« In 1881 Dr. Brew- 

* Eloge de Monsieur le Chevalier NeutoD, Paris, 1728. In-4. 
' (Euvres completes, [Kehl] 1785-9. In-8. xxxi. 175. • A 
view of Sir Isaac Newton's Philosophy, 1728. 4to. Preface, Sig. 
[a]. • General Dictionary, vii. 783. ^ Biog. Brit , v. 1760. 
pp. 3210-44. " Ibid. pp. 3210, 3244. " Hist, of tlie 
Royal Society, 1812. 4to. p. 277, etc. Biog. Univ., xxxi. 

pp. 127-94. " Ibid. xxxi. p. 134. 
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Bter, whose fame is coextensive with science itself, 
published a very interesting narrative of the life of 
Newton.^^ There is rea80ii» ho/wmst^ to conclude 
tiiat tii» teamed viitor ooold not bestow his imdi* 
▼ided attention on tfaie lofty theme.^ He omits to 
describe in \\ hat manner the Jirst idea of gravity oo 
cwved to Newton and afterwards states that the 
anecdote of the falling apple is not mentioned by Mr. 
Gondtdtt — that be couki not Jbid any anOkon^f fir 
it wkakver!^ Sir David will pennit me to remaric 
that he did not prosecute his optical researches with 
his accustomed perseverance. He will permit me to 
remark that he might have introduced the anecdote 
of the foRing apjik^ without becoming subject to the 
charge of newing Ustay liirou^ <3ie kMdoscope of 
&ncy. 

Having examined the narratives of the principal 
biographers of Newton, with a view to the particulars 
in qnestioDi I shall revert to the statement of D'Is- 
neli; and endeavour to appreoiato eorrectlj his 
anecdotical and pbilosophie gemui. 

He states that Newton was reading when the fall- 
ing apple excited his attention : Conduitt and Pem- 
bertoQ lead us to conclude that he was occupied in 
medttetuMi. He states that Newtxm was $wrprUed at 
^ force of the stroke of iStn^fbiBxng apple : GraHleo dis* 
covered the accelerating power of gravity — which 
would account for the force of the stroke — ^and Gahleo 

The Life of Sir Isaac Newton, 1831. Sm. 8vo. pp. xvi. 366. 
Vide Biot, Journal des Savans, 1832. pp. 193-203, etc. 
" Life of Newton, pp. 147-8. " Ibid. p. 344. *• Systema 
Cosmicum, Londini, 1663. 8vo. p. 309. 
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^aed before Newton was born*'^ He states that from 
t^e inddeDt of the fiBkujf igaple Newton drew the 
prine^ rfpramty: Conduitt, who understood the 

bubject on which he was writing, makes use of the 
piirase his si/stem of gravity — for the discovery of 
Newton was not the discovery of terrestrial gravity^ 
but the discoTOy of the unwertahiy <ff gramit^^ 
iknodier proof of philosof^c proficiency Temaina to 
be stated. Conduitt, Voltaire, Biot, etc speak 
vaguely of the falling apple : D* Israeli calculates ita 
exact path — and discovers tiiat appulse of which 
Newton himself was uttbblt iqnorant ! This 
discovery in physics also involves a curious discovery 
in psychology ; for it proves, in oppodtion to the 
ceived opinion, that a smart blow on the head pro- 
motes MEDITATION ! 

How careful should authors be in the examination 
of fiictSy and in the enunciation of opinions! How 
cautious should readers be in the choice of books ! 

Dr. Dibdin assures us that he chose the Curiosities of 
Literatui'e as the companion of his evening hours and 
lone mushigs beyond midnight at the period of his 
college Ule.^^ Dr. Dibdin, after an interval of forty 
years, repeats in substance the anecdote of ^fidXing 
apple as most erroneously reported by D'Israeli — 
and exclaims in the fever-heat of camaraderie llttt- 
rairef N£V|iR was truth attired in more at- 
tractive OARMBMTS THAN IN THESE VOLUMES*" 

I have now to make a confession very humiUat- 

^ Biot, Biog. Univ., xvi. 329. -|- Condoitty Hist of GranthaiDi 
p. 158. " Pemberton, View, etc. pp. 16-7. " Reminis- 
ceneest 1836. 8vo. p. 87. ^ Ibid. p. 189. Ibid. p. 88. 
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ing to a Professor of Criticism. I had conceived the 
extract o£ which I have attempted an illustration to 
be the compofiition of D'Jbraeli; the air of smartness 
wMdi it exhiluts seemed so diaraetenstio — l2ie whole 
internal evidence so conclusive. I should even have 
believed it to be his composition if I had found it in- 
terwoven with a cen&ure on the Bri risH Solomon ; 
or wxtfi a pan^iyric on ^ aM^qyary Gwghi who with 
bis unmL diteernnunt^ .leoorded his sentiments on 
mecdtOeg — on ciai»ntie9 rfUieraiwre — on M$s. ouMch 
rities — on the philosophy of history — and on the 
brilliant sallies and flippant style of an historical petit' 
maitre.'^^ But, alas I how full of hazard is the 
path of critidsm. On casually examining one of 
the esrlier editions of liie Uvdy wuodkmy, I dift- 
covered the extract included between certain sit?- 
nificant marks ycleped inverted commas^ which de- 
note it to be a borrowed article! — I shall, there* 
fore^ on this occasioii» quiedy back out; and leave 
the leader to consider the discovery as one of the 
€mioiitUi of SOtratint. 

It is now admitted that the anecdote of New- 
ton and the falling apple was one of the adopfrd chil- 
dren of Mr. lyisraeU; and I have ascertsined that it 
is one which he has not improved by education. 

The question is, Did Newton hit on his system of 
gravity by " nhserviny an apple fall from a tree as 
Stated by Conduitt ; or did the apple strike him " a 
mart lino on Ihe headf* and so promote meditation 1 

C. L , vi. 389. ^« Gent. Mag., Uiii. 1120.1.+J. Nichols, 
Cat. R. Gough, 1810. p. vu. 
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Mr. Disraeli printed the latter statement He de- 
fends himself by asserting that he had no more open 
mwroe of iMdIigomse in 1790^ and by veminding us 
that liie nanatbre of Oondaitt mu not pihlwiwd tOl 
1806. He 9\ao eharges me witih trameribing tilileB 
in a hap'hazard; and with recklesshj referring to Dr. 
Nicolls for a statement in conformity with that of 
Conduitt I am not apt to be reckless when truth is 
at stake; nor did I deviate £rom my habits of aociH 
racy on tlus ooeasioiL Tbus wrote Dr* Nksolb in 
his account of Newton, A.D. 1760: " His System 
of the World took its beginning from seeing some 
appJee fall from a tree in an orchard." 

I must add) in evidence of the reddeu andadty with 
wfaidi Mr. D^Israeli sets truth at defiance, that I had 
referred to the very page in which this statement of 
Dr. Nicolls occurs. 



Art. XXII. — ^William Collins — with a true 
and particular account of the public ignition of 

his Odes* 

** CMm hurni hie odes b^irr€tke door qf his pM^/' 

— ^I. DlSRABLI.^ 

More is meant tium meets ^ ear ia this short 
. sentence ; but I shall call in the assistance of one 

who is perfectly qualified to interpret it " What," 
says D'Israeliy " must have been the aqomies of the 



> C. L., ii. 183. 
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neglected Collins when he burni hu exquisite odea ut 
the door of his puMisiier /"^ 

The realtor has now before him the sentence -^and 
the fua ammo of the sentenoe — and is therefore pre- 
pared to attend to further illaatratioiis. 

The earliest account of Collins was published in 
1763 apparently written by Fawkes, the translator 
of Anacreon. A supplemental character of the poet 
was contributed by Mr. Samuel Johnson.^ Not a 
word is said on the igfmiim rfthe Odee, 

In 1765 the Rev, John Langhome prefixed some 
memoirs of Collins to the first separate edition of his 
Poetical Works.^ He states that Mr. Millar, the 
celebrated bookseller (whom he is pleased to describe 
as Kfiamarer of gemuewhen mioe ii had made He way to 
fiane) publidied the Odu cm &e aeeowa ef^^auAor; 
and thus proceeds : — 

He [Millar] happened, indeed, to be In di6 li^t not to pub- 
lish them on lifii own [aooonntj ; for the sale was by no means 
auooessfbl ; and lience it waa that the author, coneeif ing a joat in^ 
dignation against a Mind and tasteleas age, burnt the rmambig 
cepkt wUk kb men kauU/'* 

0 

In the same year this statement of Langhorne was 
animadverted on in the Monthly Rn^iewJ The 
writer ?indicates the character of Millar; declares 
that he pwrthaeed tbe oopy-ri^t of the odes at a very 

* Essay on the Liteiaiy Chaiacter, 1795. S?o. p, 108. * Po- 
etical Calendar^ 1763. Sni« Bro. xU. 107, etc * Boswel], Life 
of Johnson, tSll. 8vo. i. 866. * The Poetical Works of Mr. 
William CoUins, 1765. Sm. 8to. • Ibid. p. xi. ^ M. R., 
xxxii. 294, 
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handsome price ; and thus chronicles the destruction 
of the surplus copies : — 

** When he [Collins] came to tiie possession of an easy for- 
tune, by the death of his uncle, Colonel Mai iin, — he recollected 
that the publisher of his poems was a loser by them. His spirit I 
was too great to submit to this circumstance, when he found him- 
self enabled to do justice to his own delicacy ; and therefore he 
desired his bookseller to balance the account of that unfortunate 
publication, declaring he hmiH lf would make g(X>d the deficiency : 
the bookseller readily acquiesced in the proposal, and gave up to 
Mr. Collins the remainder of the impression, which the generous, 
resentful bard, immediately confined to the Jiamei,** 

This eridenoe is of course nameless — but its cre- 

dibility is undeniable. It is cited as authoritative by 
Kippis,^ who was a writer in the same Review ;9 and 
Langhome himself seems to have admitted the truth 4 
of it by the sigoprmum of his opposite statement as to 
the copy-right of the odes, and also of his insmua- 

tions against Millar.*^ 

Chance now enables me to name the author of the 
article.^^ It was written by Griffiths, the editor of 
lihe Beviewy who was intimate with Dr. Rose^ one of 
the literary advisers of Afillar^ — so that the state- 
ment, which only amounts to immediate consignmevi to 
the flames^ may safely be considered as a portion of 
the AUTHENTIC kutorj/ of our verncunthir literature. 

It is time to revert to the text of D'Israeli. He 
loves to dwell on the cakaniHes of audwrs — and 

9- Btog. Brit., 2nd ed. if. 29. * Bees, Sermon on Kippisy 
1795. 8vo, p. 44. » Poetical Works of Mr. W. Collins, 1776. 
Sm. Sfo. p. xi. " Fttfe B. H., Pkvt viii. No. 1666. ■* J. 
Nicbolf, liteniy Anecdotes, iii. 506, 386* 



Digitized by Google 



* 



lUiUSTRATBD. 161 

fancies that he has established some new results in Hie 
history cf Atcmn naJtwrt.^^ Has he never lead that 
MAN it horn vsido irouMef Has it new oceiiiTed to 
bun that while the calaniiiieB of tiiose who write be- 
come recorded in their own vivid language — the cala- 
mities of those who do not write pass into oblivion ? 
To afom as much would be almost justifiable. He 
is welcome however, to his darling crotchet; but I 
cannot permit him to support it d tort et d travenu I 
cannot permit him to starve Camoens; to imprison 
Purchas; and to describe as the agonies of Collins 
what was the effervescence of his generous spirit and 
delicacy cffiding I 

Hitherto we have met with no proof of the piMe 
ignition of the Odes — the point in dispute; and we 
will now continue our researches. In 1804 the Rev. 
Alexander Hay published a circumstantial account of 
Collins,^* which was printed in the house in which 
the poet was bom. In 1813 Sir £!gerton Brydges 
embodied some curious papers on Collins^*' liie ob- 
ject of his visionary admiration. In 1827 the Rev. 
Alexander Dyce edited the Poetical Works of Collins, 
with a considerable accumulation of illustrative mate- 
rials.^ We explore these sources in Vain for a con- 
firmation of the puMie igniticm of the Odes. 

" C. L., Preface, " Hist, of Chichester, Chichester, 1804. 
8vo. p. 526. Fawkes ? Johnson, Langhorne, Kippis, Chalmers, 
Suard, Campbell, etc. state that CoUios died in 17561 Mr. 
Hay states correctly ^ 12lh June 1759. " Sylvan Wanderer, 
Lee Priory, 1813-7. 8vo. i. 71-80. The Poetical Works 

of William Collins ; with the life of the author, etc. London^ 
W.Pickering, 1827. 8vo. 
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Are we to consider tliat Israeli has unintention- 
alh/ improved on the information of his precursors? 
or that he baa sported an invention in favor of his 
Yxfpoli^txmAaaljbi^e^^ 1 need not 

deckle on the delicate qacotion — lor tiie stetemeDtf 
in either case, must undoubtedly pass as one the 

The tone in which the remarks on the above 
article is coinpoeed» pirovee thai our oidinaiy catar 
logues of Uie eakamiieB rf aMum are ineomplete. 

To be detected in the perversion of truth, is undoubt- 
edly one of the chief calamities of authors ; not, in- 
deedy a calamity which always overwhelms — for it 
BometinieB in^wriaitei* 

When a detection of this nature has been made^ it 
becomes an act of duty to expose it; but we- are not 
bound to notice the vituperation of the culprit — nor 
even to disclaim the feelings which he may insidi- 
ously impute. Sueh imputationa are the common 
lesouroe of those who are without the means of de- 
fence; and man who araili hims^ of them may 
be safely left to strut and fret his hovr — till reason 
and a sense of decorum shall return* 



Art. XXIII. — Facta relative to William 

Oidys, Esq., Norroy King at Arms — with spe- 
dmena of bis uncourtfy tiyk. 

** Mr. Oldys, a man of eager curiosity and indefatigable dili- 
gence, . . . iirst exerted that spirit of inquiry into tlie literature of 
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the old English writers, by whicii the works of our great drama- 
tick poet have of late been so ai^oaUy iiiustrated/'— James Bos- 
yrs.uJ 

An accurate sumoMiry of the life of Oldys would 
be a yaluable aooetnon to our national Uteratiue; 
and I recommend the subject to the biographer of 
Vincent and Ritson, as a suitaUe rehoation from his 
more recondite studies. 

lyisiaeli entitles his last article, Life and habits o f 
a Utenary aniiqiuay — 01^ and Mt numutary^UJ^ 
He ofes it as the produce of unesspeeM maieHab^ 
and evidently prides himself on his handiwork. Bol- 
wer also lauds the operative; asserting that he has 
profoundly analyzed 01dys» and has made him pecu'^ 
Uady his own, I shall presume to inquire into this 
profundity of analysis; shall offer some account of 
the MsB. of Oldys ; illustrations of his uneourtfy style ; 
and of the expertness with which D'lsraeK has leaped 
over what most redounds to the honor of our literary 
anHqmry* 

It my be convenient to premise that Oldys was 
bom en the 14lli of July 1696 ; became librariatt to the 

celebrated Earl of Oxford ; Norfolk Herald extraor- 
dinary, and, by patent of the 4th of May 1755, Nor- 
roy King at Arms; published a considecable niunher 
of works in biography and bibliography ; and died on 
the l^th of April 1761.* 

A very limited number of specimens will be suffi- 

» Life of Johnson, 1791. 4to. i. 94. « C. L., vi. 363-92. 

= Addit. Ms. 4240. p. 14. -f- Ducarel, Ms. Memoir of Old^s. + 
Documents ia the College of Arms. 
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dent to prove the inutility of further inquiry into the 
merits ivbich we have seen ascribed to lyisraelL 
$ 1. niustraled spedinens of analytical profondity. 

1. He [Oldys] mentions that he uasin Yorkshire />o/» 
1724 to 1730. * * • /uu sometimes occurred to mCf that 

far Yorkshire tee must unfJcrgUmd the fleet* There toe 
hmono kB woB r etc* — L D*jUrabli.^ 

lyisraeli is very sharp-sighted on the calamities of 
authors ; but this is not one of his happiest conjec- 
tures, ^^at says Oldys himself? " Being at Leeds 
in Yurhahint soon after Mr. Ralph Thoresby the 
antiquary died^ anno 178^ I saw his Musaeom;^ 
ete.' 

2. " He [Oldys] mentions that he was in Yorkshire from 
1724 to 1730. This period ia a nmarkable blank in 
Okfyse i^e. I. D'lsRABLi.^ 

Oldys did not pass the time unprofitably. In 1727 
he purchased his second Langbaine, which he con- 
tinued to annotate for thirty yearsJ In 1728 appear- 
ed the Univermd SpectatoTf in which he wrote mang^ 
Aings^ In 1729 he wrote an Etioy m Eptstolary 
Writvnge : w/^ rupect to Orand (Medum rfTktf. 
Earl of Strafford. Inscribd to the Lord Malton, 8vo. 
Ms.9 — and in 1730 Some Considerations upon tJie 
Publication of S^. ThomoM Bo^e EpUtoUay CoUection9» 
Fol Ms.^ The Ms. Eumf on Bpukhry WnHangs 
was probably of some utility to Lord Malton — for 
Dr. Knowler, who edited the Strafford papers in 

« C. L., vi. 375. ' Life of Sir W. Ralegh. [1735.] FoL p. 
xxxi. • C. L.» vi. 375. * laogbaine^ B. M. panim, 
• Dttcanli Ms. Memoir of Oldyi. ' • AddiU Ms. 4168. 
wibid. 
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1739» declares that he followed the directum and iiH 
struetimis of his Loidahip.^^ The QmsideraHans on 
the collection of Sir ThomaB Roe abound in substaiH 
tial information, and evince the spirit of method. 
Oldys expatiates on the importance of state papers j 
reviews the collections entitled the Compleat AmboM' 
mdar^ the CabaJa^ the JLife of Sir Leolm Jmkintf and 
llie Memorials of Sir Batph Wtuwood; and delivers it 
as his opinion that none of them can " stand in com" 
petition with that spacious rendevous of epistolary conn 
ference uf^ centred in Sir Thomas JRoe." Every parti- 
cular connected with the publication of the papers in 
question, he perspicuously and judidously discusses. 
I need not pursue this topic. The facts which I have 
produced are creditable to Oldys — and establish the 
existence of a remarkable blank in the intelligenpe 
of UIsraelL 

8. Snitf liierary diary of Oldys woM have esMUed 

Ae mode of his pursuits^ and the results of his discoveries. 
One of these volumes I have fortunately discovered" — 

I. D'ISRAELI.18 

lyisraeli remarks that Oldys was accustomed to 
record his imwf eeerti emotions; and immeoUately pro- 
duces specimens as from the fortunately-discocered 
diary. Will it be believed? More than two-thirds 
of these specimens are copied from a volume which 
lyisraeli himself ogXiAfarfamed ! 

4. ^ It was an advarUage in &is primeeval era rf lite- 
rary curiosity that those volumes . . . which are now so ex- 

^ Earl of Stmffinde** Letten, etc. 1739. Fol. S Vols. Frtfoee. 
»C.L.9vL380. ^ FidleLangbaiDe, Fenoef IVe- 

fietf and Veno ^ ^tt. 
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ceuwefy appreck^tedj were exposed on staUs, through the 
reditu Anne and the Hoo Georges. Okfye enemmtared 
no 0on^p«l£ft»v weed tn Ae t$iieulnerabk maU hie puree f 
to dispute his pomeeum of the rarett vohme^ — D*Is- 

This is the romance of bibliographical history, to 
which I oppose fsusts. Oldys obtained access to the 
ridiest lilffaries in England;^ and purchased as 

many as 200 volumes out of one collection — that of 
the Earl of Stamford. No competitor! He de- 
nounces rich monopolizers — men who <^ can never 
rest tiU they have gathered themselves libraries to 
doze in ; like children, who will not be quiet without 
lights to sleep by." He complains of tracts being 
prized at their weight in gold" — and declares that 
there were *^ never so many eager searchers after, or 
extravagant purchasers of scarce pamphlets.'' 

5. ** Oldys is chiejhj kno wn by Oie caricature of the face- 
tious Grose, a great humourist^ both with pencil and with 
pen : it is in a posthunwus scrap-hook^ where Grose de^ 
posited his odds and ends, and where t/iere is perhaps not 
a eingle story which is not saHrieaL* — ^I. D'Israbli,^ 

And it is from this posthumous scrap-booh that 
D*Israeli chiefly borrows his account of the habits of 
Oldys. He seems to value evidence in the inverse 
ratio of its credibility. If we compare the accounts 
which Grose gives of Ames, Ducaiel, Warburton, etc 
with those in the Literary AneedoUs of Mr. Nichols, 

»♦ C. L., vi. 372. " Life of Sir W. R., pp. iv, vi, €tc.+ 
British Librarian, 1738. 8vo. p. 374. Langbaine, p. 336. 

Phcmix Britanmeas, 1733. 4to. p. 558. » C. L., vi. 365. 
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(idioee means of infomialioiiy and candour of dispodh 
don, are undeniable) we must inevitably prononnoe 

the Olio of Grose to be one of the most contemptible 
of books* Grose was a mere youth when Oidys died; 
and was never the man to appreciate his character* 
He inibnned Mr. Brooke^ Somerset Herakl» that 
Oldys was a person of no ecqpaeUy — and, at the same 
time, condemned him for not exercising his literary 
abilities ! He stated, according to the printed ac- 
count, that Oldys passed most of his evenings at the 
Bell in the Old Baiky. He infonned Brooke that 
his nswd praeHie was to remain in his library till 9 
P.M.J and then adjourn to the Iloni Tavenir^ It is on 
the authority of such a chronicler that IVIsraeli talks 
about the prevalent infirmity of Oldys, and his deep 
ptOaHans if ale; and perhaps this is what Bulwer 
alludes to when he. iniSrarms us that Disraeli has 
made Old) s peculiarly his own ! 

§ 2. An account of the manuscripts of Oldys. 

** OUfys's numuier^, or 0*Ji, as ik^ are someUmei 
designated^ are eonsUmtfy rrferred to every dtstinffuisked 
writer on our Uterary history » I beHeee Aat not one ef 
^em could have given us any positive aeeamt of CAe manu- 
scripts themsdves r 1. D'ISRAELI.21 

D' Israeli claims the merit of exhibiting a silhouette 
of Oldys. I re-exhil»t the aboTe as a silhouette of 
lyisraeH ; executed by the artist himself, and full of 

character. The equitable and modest cast of the 
outline^ I leave to the discovery of other physiogno- 
mists. 

I. C. Brooke, De Vitis Fecialium, Ms. in the College of 
Arms. » Ibid. « C. L., vi. 365. 
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Ab I am nol a disHnptUhed writer on cut literary 
hittort/, I may perhaps be able to give wmepontive 

account of the Mss. of Oldys. I commence with those 
ivhich were in the possession of Mr, Thomas Davies 
in 1762.«« 

Annotated Books. — Folio. No. 227 Nicolson's his^ 
torical Libraries, with a great nvmherof Ms, cuUtUUmB^ re- 
fgreneeif he by the kOt Wiikam OUfySf E$q ; fiery foAr^ 
21. 28. 17S6. [Tbia volume waa in tbe collection of 
Steevens, No. 1674^ and of Heber, x. No. £504. I daim 
the credit of identifying it. It was recently in the pot- 
Fcssion of Mr. Thorpe.] ^30 Fuller's Worthies of Eng- 
land, vnth Ms. corrections^ additions, &c. hy 3Tr, Oldys, 
ll. lis. 6d. [The price cancelled. — I conjecture this 
volume to be at Strawberry Hill. There Is a transcript 
of tbe notes in tbe Malone collection at Oxford^ Cat. p. 
15.] Octavo. 1371 Nicolson's Irish bisUvicalUbraiyy 
wiA Mi* addUkms by Okfye, and Utt if the Qeieemore ef 
Ireland^ 5s. 1724« — 1511 Lives and Characters of tbe 
English Dramatick Foets, by Langbaine and Gildon, vnth 
Mss. additions by Oldys, Ss. 6d. 1699. — Twelves. 2354 
Erie 8 Historical Dictionary of England and Wales, wiih 
Ms. additions, cdterations, &c. dndanueeoutU of the author, 
byMr,Okfy»f 58. 1692* Mavusceipts. Folio. 8612 Cal^ 
logne of books and pamphlets relating to the citj of Lon* 
don: its laws, customs^ magistrates; its diversions, pub- 
lick buildings ; its misfortunes, viz. plagues, fires, &c. and 
of every thing that has happened remarkable in London 

^ A Catalogue of the Libraries of the late William Oldys, 
Esq ; Norroy, King at Arms, (Author of tbe Life of Sir Walter 
Raleigh) etc. April 12, [1762.] By The. Davies, Bookseller. 
8vo. pp. 146. 
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from 1521 to 1 759, with some occasional remaiks. [This 
volume was purchased by Steevens, who allowed Gough 
the use «f ic It passed to Sir JWm Hawkins. — British 
Topogrtphj, i d67, 761*0 Qua&to. 361^ Of Londoo 
LSvariet: witfaflMcdotet «f coU«6t«noflMoli^ reniaiiK 
OB booktdlen, and on the first publish wtp of eatalogoM. 
•{Mr. Heber, whose copy of the catalogue of 1762 lies 
befbre me, has marked this article with N.B, N,B. It 
evidently set him on the qui vive,~\ — 3614 Epistolae G. 
Morley ad Jan* Ulituim. — d615 Catalogue of graved 
printa, of our most emioent countryman JbcJooging to 
Mr. iHdyt. [I coojeetiire thk Yolaiiie to be at Strav- 
berrjr Hi]L]-^5616 Qratbnes habit* ia N. a 16$5-* 
English Ymei. — S617 Memoirt relatuig to the family of 
Oldys. [In the British Museum, Addit. Ms. 42 iO. The 
bequest of Dr. Birch.] — 3618 Barcelona: or the Spanish 
expedition under the conduct of the Right Hon. the 
Earl of Peterborough; a poem by Mr. Fbrquhar, never 
k^am pMi^ted. [Thia seeme to have been copied from 
the frinted edition.] — The life ef AagiwtiM» 
digested into 59 adiemes, by Jamea Kohcy.-^OcTATO 
XT iimiA. d6S0 The Apophthegms of the English 
Nation, containing above 500 memorable sayings of 
noted persons ; being a collection of extempore wit, more 
copious than any hitherto published. [I conjecture this 
volume to be at Strawberry Hill. It was probably 
founded on a Mi. ooUectiott of earlier date. — - Life of Sir 
W. p. xxxii] ^ Deeeription ef all kinds offish. 
— 86fS The British Arborist, being a natoral, philologi- 
cal, theological, poetical, mythological^ medicinal and 
mechanical history of trees, principally native to this 
Island, with some select exoticks, &c. &c. not finuh'd.^ 
36ie3 Description of trees, plants, &c« — 3624 Collection 
of Poems, written above 100 yeari smce. — Trin- 

X 



Liyiiized by Google 



170 CURIOSITIES OF LIT£&ATU&£ 



at c liodia: the several raigDes of Richard II. Henry IV. and 
Henry V. in verse, supposed to be written 1650. [This 
volume became the property of J. P. Andrews. Park 
describes it — EetHMa, iv. 166.] — $626 Collection of 
Poems, by Mr. Oldys. — 86J57 Mr. Oldys's Diary, con- 
taining several ol)servatioi)s relating to books, characters, 
&€. [In the British Museum, Addit. Ms. 4245?] — 
36^8 Collection of observations and notes on various 
subjects. — 3629 Memorandum Book, containing as 
above.— 3630 Table of persons celebrated by the Eng- 
lish poets.-^86dl Catalogue of Ms. [sic] written by 
Lord Clarendon. — S6S2 Names of eminent English 
■writers, and places of their burial, &c* — 8633 Descrip- 
tions of flowers, plants, roots, &c. — *3633 Descriptions 
of all kinds of birds. QFinis.] 

This is a complete list of the annotated books and 
manuscripts of Oldys which were offered for sale by 
Mr. Davies in 1762. It appears from a memorandum 
presented to Nichols by Ducarel in 1784^ that Horace 
Walpole purchased some of the most valuable arti- 
cles ; which has led me to conjecture that Nos. 230, 
36 lo, and 3620, may be preserved at Strawberry 
HilL Other annotated books shall now be briefly 
described: — 

1. An account of the English dramatick poets. By 
Gerard Langbaine. Oxford, 1691. 8vo. [Oldys anno- 
tated this work till the year 1724. The copy fell into 
the hands of Coxeter, and afterwards of Theophilus Gib- 
ber. It was made use of in the Lives of t/ie Poets, Lon- 
don, 1753. ]2mo. $ vols. — Langbaine» B. M. p. 353.+ 
Berkenhout, Biographia Literaria^ 1777« 4to. p. xi.] 2. 
An account of the English dramatick poets. By Gerard 
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Langbaine. Oxford, 1691. 8vo. [Oldys purchased a 
second Langbaine in 1727 ; and continued to annotate it 
till the latest period of his life. It is preserved in the 
Britiah Museunoi to which estabhahment it waa bequeath* 
ed by Dr« Birch, The volume Is almost filled with 
notes, interlioeary and marginal, on the lives and works 
of the authors named. The handwriting is very minute, 
and the quantity of information extraordinary. Percy, 
Steevens, Malone, Reed, and Ruding, have made tran- 
scripts of these notes. The Malone transcript is now at 
Oxford. — Langbaine^ B. M,pamm* + Gent. Mag., 1784. 
pw 162. Malone Cat p. 8. The Lives of the 

most famous English poets. By Winstanley. Lon- 
don, 1687* 8vo. [Oldys firequently refers to his notes 
on Winstanley. Steevens seems to have possessed the 
volume. A transcript of the notes is preserved in the 
Malone collection at Oxford. — Langbaine, pp. 30, 39, 
etc. +6iog. LiUp p. 349^ etc. -f Malone Cat. p. 46.] 4. 
De Re Poetica : or, remarks upon poetry. By Sir Tho- 
mas Pope Blount. London, 1694. 4to. [A copy of this, 
work, with the notes of Oldys, was in the collection of 
Reed, No. 6690 ; and of Heber, iv. No. 156. The notes 
are not numerous. The volume was purchased, on the 
latter occasion, by Mr. Thorpe.] 5. The English Topo- 
grapher. [By R. Rawlinson.] London, ITSiO. 8vo. 
[A copy of this work, with the notes of Ames and 
Oldys, was in the possession of SnelJing. Gough ob- 
tamed the loan of it^Brit. Topog.» L Preface, p. 51.] 

Further proofs of the assiduity of Oldys in record- 
ing the results of his studies^ shall appear in the next 
sectioiL 

§ 3* Illustrations of the uncourtl^ style of Oldys. 

i2 
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" Oldys lived m Ote back-agfes of Engkmd; * * * and 
wtdfr lAt fWif ^ wtH^ptiijff tfiaf Dim tMHWil^ jQlib it 

Oldys lias recorded his sentimeiiis on style, and I 

shall repeat them for the edification of D^IsraelL 
Adverting to the mutable nature of our language, he 
remarks that it may moderate the conceits of those 
who depend upon a styk^ or nanner of expresaioni 
more than the matter eaqiressedy that will not, fike 
most other things, become obsolete, but maintain its 
perspicuity, and engage the taste of all ages.**** 

It must be admitted that Oldys, who was perpe- 
tually oooopted in the o(dlsctHm and olassificatiop of 
laet% rather underralned tfie attraolivo quaBties eC 
composition — but not to an extent which calls for 
much apology. The learned Campbell pronoimces 
him to be a ver^ inteUigent and judicious writer;-^ 
and if, like other anttquariefl;, he oocamonally IsUs 
into archaisms and inelegancies, he never attempts to 
make himself more conspicuous than his subject-— 
\\ hich is more than I should choose to affirm of his 
critic 

I now offer three qpedmens of the style of Oldys; 
the oommenoement of an essays a private letter, and 
a biographical anecdote. The specimens which Dis- 
raeli has printed, are inaccurate transcripts of mere 
memoranda and marginal jottings. 

V C. vi. 371. ** Bfitiih labiariSDi 1738. BfO. p. 138. 
* Bkg. Brit, p. saol* 
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Our fiunous Milton was the gieatest exampltt yAkh our 
-Bation has pradoctd^ of a qupcl impatient under any apprt* 
bensMOS of slavery ; and no one has shewed himself so zealous 
a champion for that freedom of our beiof^ whicli he contended to 
be flO essential to the dignity of oor species. This spirit of free- 
dom he demonstrated in his own poetry, by shaking off the m6ui- 
des of rhime : this spirit he extended mat% uivtiaally to the sen- 
tinenta of others, by publishing a discourse upon the liberty of 
the press: this spirit he adfaocad even to government itself 
against the sovereignty of one man : and this spirit be exerted 
against the bands of matrimony^ for confining us so inseparably to 
one woman." — ^William Olvts.** 

In this paragraph lliere are some uticourlily no- 
tions; but they are not expressed in an uncourfly 
style, I do not hesitate to call it a capital miniature 
of Milton ; and I believe the best of his biographers 
would be proud to daim it 

«Sir: 

I received last night two guineas by tiie hand of my 
worthy and houH*' friend Mr Southwell ; for which favour, and 
much more for the polite and engaging manner of conferring it, 
besides this incompetent return of my sincere thanks, I have 
beg'd him to make my ackuowledgrueuts more acceptable, than 
in my present confused and disabled state, I am capable my self 
of doing. I have also desir*d him to iutimate, how much more I 
might be obliged to you, if, at your leisure, and where you shall 
perceive it convenient, you wou'd so represent me to such hon^!* 
friends among y! num'rous acquaintance, that they may help me 
towards a removal into some condition, wherein I may no longei- 
remain altogether unusefuU to mankind ; whioh woud lay an obli- 
^itioQ inexpressible upon 

Y' n)ost obedient 
July 22 . 1751. Humble ServS 

To the Ilev^ Mr : Birch W*" : Ou)ys."«> 

" Univeml Spectator, 1756. ISnio. ii. 58.+LaDgbaine, p,374. 
» Addit ISs. 4316. Ait 4. 
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This letter, which is honorable to all the parties 
named, seems to have been written in the Fleet 
prison. Oldys lost his most invaluable friend and 
patrcnf^ the Earl of Osford, in 1741; and quitted re* 
luctantly the Ark rf IMerahKn^ The editorship of 
the Harleian Catalogue^ the Harleian Miscellany^ etc 
afterwards supported him; but a work to which he 
extensively contributed was suspended in 1750 — and 
it is to be feared that Oldys remained in prison till 
he was appointed Norfolk Herald extraordinary. — I 
revert to style. Detached specimens do not always 
convey an adequate idea of it. Comparison is essen- 
tiaL Accept, therefore, an anecdote in the imbrowned 
language of Oldys; and in the language of an ad- 
mired writer of our own times. 

** Mr. Edwttd Wiemafk, a walthy citizen, grreti newsmonger, 
and constant Ftarfl-walker, hearing there» tiie news of Sir Walter 
Balegfa's death tlie day lie was bdwaded, and saying, among 
other things, * His head would do very well upon the shoulders 
of Sir Robert Naunton,' then secretary of state, was coniplain*d 
of, and summon'd to the privy council ; where he pleaded, that he 
intended no disrespect to Mr. Secretary, only spake in reference 
to the old proTeib, that 'Two heads were better than one;* so 
for the present was dismiss'd. Not long after, when rich men 
were cali'd upon for a contribution to St. Paul's cathedral, Wie^ 
mark, at the council-table, subscribed a hundred pounds. But 
Mr. Secretary said, *Two hundred are better than one, you know, 
Mr. Wiemark which, between fear and charity, he was fain to 
subscribe." — W. Oldys. 

" The people were deeply affected at the sight, [the execution 
of Sir VV. R,] and so much, that one said, that * we had not such 
another head to cut off;' and another ' wished the head and 

* W, O., On Nicolson, p. vi. " Life of Sir W. R., p. cv* 
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biaint to htS upon Secretary NaimUMi's ehoolden.' Tlie ob* 
lerver saffisred fbr this; be was a wealthy cituen, and great news- 
and one who baonted Panrs Walk. Complaint was 
made, and die eitiien snmrnoned to die priyy-co«neiL He pleads 
ed dttt be intended no disrespect to Mr. Seeretary ; but only 
agtikit in reference to the old ^teirtA, thai * two beads were 
betterlban one r His eiense was allowed at the moment; but 
when afterwards called on for a contribotioa to St. Fanrs Cathe- 
dra], and having snbacribed a hundred pounds, the Secretary 
obawed to bim, that * two are better than one, Mr. Wiemaik f 
Sitber fiom thar, or cbarity, the witty citiien doubled his sub- 
teripHoo."--* • • 

The inferiority of the Btfie of Oklys is not very 
obvious from this comparison; a circumstance rather 

iretnarkable — for the latter fragment has been printed 
as the composition of I. D'Israeli, Esq.*> 

§ 4. Illustrations of the expertness with which 
lyisraeU has leaped over what most redounds to the 
honor of Oldys. 

" Oldys affords one more example how life is often 
closed amidst discctven'rs and ocquifdtions. The literary 
antiguaryf when he has attempted to embody his multiplied 
ingmrief, and tofauA hu seaUered desigtUf has found that 

Ae LABOR AB8QUK LABORB, < lAe UoHT vM cf ktbOKr^* 

at dke tmer^piiofi on ilk Mbrary if Fkmneejlntfy descr&es 
Me Te$earekB8 of Utunamt^ has diuohed Ms days in £le 

voluptuousness of his curiosity ; and that too often^ like the 
hunter in tlie heat of the chase, while he disdained the prey 
which lay before him, he was still stretching onwards to 
eatch the foigitioe T-^l. DIsrabli.'* 

I haye read this paragraph repeatedly^ with the 

* C. L., V. 230. " C L., vi. 391. — See also pp. 373 
and 377. 
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hope of discovering some ambiguity in it It too 
dearly means that Oldys had designed a general ao* 
oowt of our lit8ratux% whidi ho fy l^ to ozecsHtow 
Clawd en waa bespattered^ tliat aaoflier Uolonaii of 

Charles I. should appear more spruce ; and Oldys is 
reduced to the mere designer of too formidable an 
enterprise, in order that the admiration of the public 
should be kept in merfe for the future AuAinan of 
mar ■wrmnmhi' fiUmilMrfe He is admitted to haive 
been a prodigy of curiosity — who left us a barren list 
of manuscript works ! Now, I maintain that Oldys 
never formed the design attributed to him; that 
he executed to an admirable extent what he did do- 
sign; and that die principal &et was known to D^Ifr- 
neM. 

The favorite pursuit of Oldys was Biography, He 
commenced with biography in 1722 ; ten years 
afterwards he intimated his attachment to it;^ be- 
fore he had completed his fortieth year he produced 
one of the most perfect specimens of biography in 
the English language; and, in short, to biography 
his immense researches were chiefly subsidiary. D'ls- 
laeli observes that Oldys coM notffy fir isMtawt aid 
to a BiOGKAPHXA Bbitannioa; but does not even 
hint that he was a contributor to that work. He had 
read the statement in Kippis, in Grose, and in Chal- 
mers ; but he chose to conceal it I shall, therefore, 
detail the contributions alluded to^ and point out tiieb 
unportence 9-^ 

^ Langbaine^ p. 285. * PhoeDix Britaonicus, p. riu 
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CoolribiitioDS of W. (Xdys Id the Biographia Britmmkaf 
LoBtay mr^M. FolioyTVoit. 



Volume 






Vmx 
•Tie- 
•aais. 


.No. of 


i. 1747 


Georixe Alilit^t . 


Archbishop of CantaltaZX • 


1633 


Hi 






Robert AbLiot 


Bishop of Salisbury 


1617 


2i 






Sir Thomas Adams* 


Lord Mayor of London 


1667 


li 






W.Alexitfider,£arlof 


StatMiMA Md Diiinaflo 


loflv 










^WHtor . . * • 


« 






Charles Aleyn* 


Historical Poet 


1640! 








Edward Alley n* . 


Founder of Dulwich CaUem 


1626 


i! 


1 




William Ames 


Divine . . . , • 


1633 








John Atherton 


Bishop of Waterford • 


1640 


8 






Peter Bales* . 


Writiuff Maalir . 


1610? 


11 




ii. 1748 


John Bradford* 


Protestant Martyr 


1555 


16 




William Bulleyn* . 


Physician and Botanist 


1576 


9, 






Wniian\ Caxton 


Printer .... 


1 J91 


26; 




Ui. 17^0 


Michael Drayton* . 


Historical & Pastozal Poet • 


1631 


5 






Sir Geo. Etherege* 


Dramatic Writer ... 


1688? 


8 






geoiyagMpittlMir* . . 
8b sok^ AaMff . 


gwjmtk Wxitor . 
BtitiHwim ad Wanior 


1707 


11 






I4S9 


lOA 




Thomas Fuller 


Historian ile. . • 


1661 


20 






Sir Will. Gascoigne* 


Judge 


1413? 


13^ 


It. 1757 


Fulke Urevilt^ JUtfd 

Brook 


Biographer and Poet . 


1628 


124 




Rich. Haklu)t 


Nmral HlMaB . 


1016 


14 






WenceslauB Hollar* 


Engraver .... 


1677 


8| 


V. 1760 


Thomas May 


Historian and Poet 


1650 


6 





These articles have the signature G, — Ducarel 
ascribes them to Oldys,^^ who claims several of 
them in his annotations.^ The choice of subjects 
afibrds a remarkable proof of his intelligence and 

crimination. The twelve persons whose names are 
marked with asterisks were not commemorated in the 
General Dictionary^ — which was the most learned 
and Tolummous of the previous repertories of biograr 
phy — but now appear in our best coIlectionB, the 
General Biographical Dictionari/,^'^ and the Biograr 
phie Universelle,^ 

Ms. Memoir. ^ Langbaine, pp. 1, 213, 257, etc. 
»• Loudon, 1734-41. Fol. 10 vols. *^ London, 1812-17. 8vo. 
32 Vok, ^ Pans, 1811-38. Jm^» 52 Vol. 

l6 
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On the execution of the articles, I submit some 
short remarks. The life of Archbishop Abbot is 
especially commended by the author of the preface to 
tiie work; and was rq^rinted in 1777. Sva The Hfe 
of Edward AUeyn is also justly ehaneterised by the 
same writer as very curious. The article on Peter 
Bales, if rather discursive, is rich in information ; 
and contains, in the notes, a history of writiug- 
masters. BuUeyn, wlMwe works were formerly popu- 
lar, receives due attention. As Oough remarks, 
Oldys has " rescued him almost from oblivion,**^ 
Master Williani Caxton occupies more than twenty- 
six pages. Oldys bad carefully examined the chief 
portion of his rare yolnmes; and Dr« Dtbdin admits 
that his ^ perfirmoaiee it in every respect superior to 
that ofLewie/*^ The account of Drayton and his 
works is an interesting specimen. Oldys points out 
the numerous deficiencies of the splendid edition of 
1748; and his information seems to have led to the 
completion of it The life of Sir John FastoU^ of 
which the first sketch was contributed to the General 
Dictionary in 1787, is the result of extraordinary re- 
search. The 1 astolff of history and the Falstaff of 
fiction are ingeniously contrasted* The. account of 
Fuller is compiled with peculiar csre ; and affinds a 
remarkable proof of the extent to which the wridngiB 
of an author may be made contributive to his biogra- 
phy. The History of the fVort/iies of Ejigland^ which 
Oldys frequently consulted, is characterised with 
mudi candour; and he has very appn^uriately intrcH 

2^ British Topography, 1780. 4to.i. 133. « Typogiaphical 
Antiquitiesy 1810. 4to. p. Uxiv. 
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duced the substance of a Ms. essay on the toleration 
^ wit cn grave nt^ects. Sir William Gascolgne is 
oopioiisly historiied. OldySi with his mud ardour in 
searrh of trnth, obtained the use of some Memmrs of 

the family of Gascoigne from one of the descendants 
of Sir William, and a communication from the Kev. 
R. Knight, Vicar of Harwood, where he was buried. 
The life of the psttriotic Haklnyt dainis especial 
notiee. Oldys had pointed out his merit more than 
twenty years before;" and seems never to have lost 
sight of him. He has left an admirable memorial of 
the surpasih^ kmowhdge and learning, diligence and 
fddxl^9 rf thi$ naval hutarian^^-^^sod it well deserves 
to be separately re-published. The account of Ho^ 
lar and his works is written with the animation and 
tact of a connoisseur. Oldys justly describes him as 
ever making art a rival to nature, and as a prodigy of 
indiuiryB He also reviews the graphic collections of 
his admirers, from Evelyn to the Dudiess of Port- 
land. The article on May was his last contribution. 
He vindicates the History of the Parliament from the 
aspersions cast on it — in which he is supported by 
iSishop Warburton» hoftd Chatham» etc. 

It may be safely asserted that no one of the contri«> 
butors to the Biographia Bntannica has produced a 
richer proportion of inedited facts than William Oldys ; 
and he seems to have consulted every species of the 
more aeoessible authoritiesi from the jRawfera of Rymer 
to the inscription on a print Ifis ^ited articles, 
^t up as tlie text of Chalmers, would occupy about 
a thousand octavo pages. 

« life of Sir W. p. cix.+Britiah LibiwiAii, p. 137. 
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(Hdy» would no doubt hasve oontfauied hie Uhem, 
bad 1m Bib been tpsred. Ho was preparing aooouiMs 
of Otway,*® Mary Countess of Pembroke,*^ Katha- 
rine Phillips,** Thomas Rawlins,*^ Thomas Rymer,^^ 
and Shakspeure.^^ His ooUectiona on Shakspeare 
were ^ery oopiooi^ but not d^eMt; aa bo mfermed 
Dnwel a ftw day befhre kh dsaih.*^ 

A portion of the Mss. of Oldys was purchased, 
soroe time before the year 1778, for the proprietors 
of the second edition of the Bicffreqskia Britarmiccu 
Kippts deaeriboB tbem as a ** barge and uaelol body of 
biographical materials and we find tbem quoted 
on Arabella Stuart, John Barclay, Mary Beale, W. 
•Browne, Sam. Butler, etc ' 

Kippis promised an account of Oldys ;^ but did 
not reach tiie letter O. 1 ther^bre mioe more oonr 
mend our Hferofy onHquary to Sir Hanris Nicolas. 

A very remarkable feature in the farewell essay 
on Oldys remains to be described. D'IsraeU insidi- 
ously omits to notice one of the most important p<^ 
ttobs of hia labours ; aasumea bis inability to eKocuto 
what he never contemplated ; hints an impaisonmeBt 
of six years in the Fleet while he was sporting with 
the mountain nymph in Yorkshire ; prates about his 
ii^rmity and his de^ potaHom of ale on the moat 
oontemptiMe evidence ; censurea bis atjk^ and pro* 
duces no otAier specimens than absurdly-erroneoiiB 
transcripts of private memoranda ; and winds up with 

« Latigbaine, p. 400. « Ibid. p. 402. ** Ibid. p. 403. 
« tbid. p. 434. ^ Ibid. p. 433. ^ Ibid. pp. 455, 399. 
^ Ms. Memob4 ^ Biog. Brit., i. Frefwe, p. 20. Ibid. 

ii. Preface, p. 0. 
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a floeer at his solitary groans^ his poetical hagtf his 
pmehmmt Imdgett^ ale. — yet ha aimoaBees the esstj 
as a vM&taMm of Okiys! And liiia Is the essay 
which Bulwer trmnpets as an instance of iheprojui^ 

dity of anahjsis ! 

I have. almost deviated into serious reprehension; 
and can scarcely persuade myself to oondude in liie 
daoal style-— bat the formnlary ia incfispensabk. 

Those who are ftunihar with tiieairieal exhibi- 
tions must be aware that actors, when about to make 
their exeyxU^ are particularly solicitous of applause; 
and sometimes dtr^tUp the moduty of nature^ or even 
OKpresa imrt than U $H down for tfftm. Very nrailar 
chrcumstances oecnr in literatore; whidi lyisraefi 
has notably exemplified in his farewell essay on Oldys. 
The essay, however, has a species of merit to which 
no crifie can be insensible. It corresponds with 
€btt title of tile work — being indispntably one of tiie 
Cnttoiftifi at Sllifatiirc* 

In the art of concentrating error, Mr. D' Is- 
raeli may have formidable rivals — but he has not 
many eompeenk I hate pointed out tiiiee errors on 
tile eml law, in a aaiomiy of foor lines; and six 
errors on numismatics, in a curiosity of ten lines. It 
would be unhandsome, however, to dwell on those 
specimens. As Mr. D' Israeli is a graduate in civil 
kw, and a titled anti<piary, he mtnf bafo written 
ratiier careleealy — in the over-confidence of Ins qnafi- 
fications. I have now, as it fortunately happens, to 
examine a portion of his new curiosities on a sub- 
ject which he has considered more attentively. 
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He assures us that his article on Oldys was the re- 
«uit of "long and arduous inquiries'' — and that if 
** ever he conqpoeed with tiie -dmHtm of ak,vaiary*^ it • 
was on that oeeasum. We may fiuriy expect a sub- 
stantial aftercrop ; and I invite the reader to partake 
of some of these fresh fruits of persevering research ; 
and voUve eathuaiasm. 

FuTBt apedmeii. — Mr. D'Jaraeli has justly oharae* 
teriBedOldysaaaiiiaaof ^ unserving veracity^ — 
as a " prodigy of Uterary curiosity*** — as one with 
whom a " single Hne was the result of mnny a day of I 
research "^^ — yet he modestly pretends that the feel- 
ings of Oldys echoed in his own hoeom." Verily> 
lihis is a cbdoe spedmen of anOtheubgff, 

Second specimen. — It was stated by Mr. D*Is- j 
raeli that every distinguislied writer on our literary 
history had referred to the manuscripts of Oldys with- 
out being able to give ^ any podUve aeoount of the 
mannscripts thenuelTes P — and I undertook, ooneeiT^ 
ing myself to be a person sufficiently obscure, to sup- 
ply the desideratum. On this our Illustrator re- 
marks, that " Mr. Corney gives . . . what he caUs a 
^poiitive' account of these Mss. of Oldya" This re* 
mark should not be undervalued. Hie figure of 
speedi is of extreme rarity : it seems to be a maxim 
with most writers to avoid auto-quizzing ! ^ , 

Third specimen. — When a man controverts him- 
8^ we may safely pronounce him to be a oontrover- 
rialist of tiie true breed. ^ It must have been a 
strange deme of mine^" says Mr. D^Imeli, speaking 

" C. L., vi. 369, « Ibid. vi. 391. •» Ibid. vi. 378. 

« 
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of the contributious of Oldys to the Biographia Bri" 
Uomiech to conoeal that which all the worki 
knows."^ The same Mr. D^IsraeH, who ohoee to 
ooiioeiil the oontributioiis in questioiiy also dedues 

. that Oldys is only popularly known through liia 
own essay." ^ This is an undoubted specimen of 

Fourth ^peeiineiu — This qpecunen shall be made 
tip of two extracts. To Dr. P^rcy, • • • we are in*- 

debted, for directing us to the purchase of a large 
and useful body of biographical materials, left by Mr. 
Oldys."— Andrew Kippis, DJ>. 1778.^ « Mr. Comey 
• • • takes no notice whatever (tf that cooriderahle lof^ 
[of the Mss. of Oldys] which I had dSMeofwmf had 
been disposed of to Kippis for the Biographia Bri-- 
ianiiica,'' — I. lyisraeli, 1838.^^ A fact which was 
communicated to the public in 1778, could not have 
been duoonend by Mr. D'Israeli. He speaks^ on aor 
other oecattony of arigimd dUeoveriei :^ peihape this 
is intended as a specimen of sccomlary discovery ! 

Fifth specimen. — I censured Mr. D*Israeh for 
giving specimens of the secret emotions of Oldys as 
from a vcdume which he had fiftmoMy di nom r ed ■ 
because I found more than two-thirds of those specU 
mens in a volume which he stated to be far-famed. 
The charge admitting of no reply, he pretends that I 
^ captiously protest that these emotions are not 
meretf ainoe they afe found in a volunie now open to 
aU antiquariea.** There is nothing more convenimi, 
in certain cases^ than misnpresentation and evasion* 

M 1. 1., p. 70. Ibid. p. 79. ^ Bkig. Brit.^ Second 
editioD, I. p. XX. " 1. !.» p. 68. C. h., vi. 369. 
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Sixth specimen. — The assertion that I gave an ac- 
count of the Mss. of Oldys from the same materiaU 
trfaidi Mr. XKlflraeli had uMd, k too ridkukniB to de- 
•erro an answer — bat fab ao a or t i oo tfuit» ingMiiffii, 

I took no notice whatever of the portion which was ob- 
tained for Kippis, is undeniable. 1 said, however, at 
the end of the second sectioD) " Further (Hroofe of the 
MBdnity of OMya in reootding tho multB of hia 
atndieay ihall appear in next seetioa'*— and I 
therein described the Mss. — in the words of Kippis ; 
pointing out several articles in which they are cited. 
It must be admitted that the latter assertion of Mr. 
jyhm^ ia a maataffpiece of fMMng triHeUm* 

Seiventli apacfanoD^It k atatad by lifr. DlBraeli» 
with admirable gravity, that the contributions of 
Oldys to the Binqraphia Britaiinica were irrelevant 
to bis subject in the psychological character of 
tiie literary antiquary." So it appears that mental 
tendencies and qoaMflcations have no connexion wi& 
individual character. We may infer the practicability 
of giving a ])s)j( hological character of Bacon, without 
one word of ailusiou to the advancement of learning ; 
of Sfaakspeai^ wiflioat glancing 9Xtb»weU4rod^^$ 
and of Nelson^ or Wellington, witiiout having mte ha^ 
tie in Hu hook ! This is a curious di»0990ry on the 
application of pai/ckologi/. 

Eighth specimen. — I shall commence with an ex- 
tract: When Oldys was employed in oominling the 
Harleian Miscellany} which is a coUeetion of pam- 
phlets, it was not amiis to infoim tile world tiiat 
tracts were * prized at their weight in gold.' " — I. 
lyis&Afiu. Oldys made bis reuuurk on the prices of 
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tncti^ in 1781;^-^ and the Harleian MUcellani/ was 
i»t psbUihed tiU 1744^ 1^ If we we to believe 
Mi; IXlmmSi on Ab oeoeRoii» Oldys J h nm w lua eon- 
nezioii wHfa the Earl of Oxford— foresaw the death of 
his patron in 1741 — foresaw the disposal of the 
Hariwan books to Mr. Osborne — Jbresaw the publi- 
eation of the £Mmmm MuaMamf — and oveF-etatad 
die priaea of trasla^ IB Older to promote the sale of a 
wwk of which he Jbr&saiD that he should become the 
editor. It is evident that Mr. D'lsraeli has very ex» 
tcaordinary ideas on candour and chronology. 

Siidh are the pmbus fruits of his ardooas re* 
search* and TotiTe endmsiasBi. Snoh is the mode m 
^tf^BoA. he attempts to illustrate the Honorary Profes- 
sor — ^to yiudicate Oldys — and to yiudicate himself ! 



Art. XXIV. — The poet Shenstone — the 
schoolmistress Sarah Lloyd — the critic D'ls- 
raeli : an anticlimax, 

A de«p and tender ti^a of MtiiiiMit mnsy it no unftvqiiaBt 
tunest thnw^ yoorehamiiDg lucabiatioat; and Iniglit iattenee, 
•s one of the most touduDg, yet uaezag^rated ooooeptkme of 
hnmaii character, that even a novelist ever ibrmed, the beantifiil 
£way upon SAenilone.''— £• L. BoLwsa, Esq. M. P. to I. D'ls- 
BASLI, Esq.' 

" Phoenix BritannicttSy 1733. 4to. comp« pp. vii 558. 

The Harleiaa Miscellanj : or, a coUeetion of scarosy curiomiy and 
entertahdng pamphlete and tracts, etc. Londons T. Osborne, 
1744-6. 4ID. 8 Yols. < Eni^and and the English, 
Vmomt ii. 49. 
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D'lsraeli has two articles anent my favorite Shen- 
stone — a vindication of the poet, and a critical disqui- 
aitioii ou one of his choicest poems.^ Bulwer omitd 
to state which of the tharmmg bteubratimu called 
forth his laudatory eloqumioe; and, the Aunily like-, 
ness being very striking, I shall consider the united 
articles as formin£r the beautiful essay. 

It must be admitted that Bulwer, in addressing 
the aaid laudatioii to D'lsraeli hiiiiseii^ has evinced a 
very just comtpiUm of tharaeter. I contend, never- 
theless, that the heautiful essay is — but I shall pro- 
duce the facts, and leave the reader to enjoy the 
luxury of drawing his own inferences. 

Detached amotatiaiis may perhaps he suffideat for 
ihe ooeasion. I should not choose to incur the eK« 
pense of weaving my remarks into an ( bsay ; and, be- 
sides, an attempt to rival the heautiful essay might 
seem to prove the absence of that deep and tender vem 
rfioiHnmti without which it would be too much to 
hope for the applause of the sagadous distributor of 
celebrity.* 

§ 1. domuHe cf a poet^SAetutone vrntU- 

iMfedL" 

1. The doffmoHm of Joknmnh omi ike. fiuHdiouenete 

if Gray, . . . haee fatally injured afim noiunU getdue In 

Shenstone" — I. DIsraeli. 

D^IsraeU comes forward to vindicate the poet He 
has given a specimen of his peculiar ideas on tihe 

* C. L., V. 173-91. The domestic life of a poet. — Shenstone 
▼indicated. -|-iv. 353-9. Sbenstoue's School-mistress. ' Vide 
England, Book the fourth, paaum. 
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nature of Yiudication in his rhapsody on Oldys ; and 
be is anxious to do the same jnstioe to Shenstone. 
So much by way of pre&ce. 

2. Foivr meUerial circumstances iitflueticed his cha* 
racter^ aiid were jtroducHve of all his unhqppiness," — 

L Dls&ASLI. 

One material cbcumstance influenced his charao> 
tOTy and was productive of his unbappiness — which 

drcumstance D' Israeli passes over in silence. The 
source of his unbappiness was want of health* Even 
in his sixteenth year he had courted tbe capricioui 
nudd in tiie tooodi^ and in the wwet and at the mtn^ 
ral fiufUmni without sucoess.^ At thirty wb find Inm 
subject to JUs of fever, to hwness of spirits, to twitch" 
in^s of tJte nerves, to invohmtary vigils, etc.^ — and thus 
he wrote, at that heyday period of lifci to his inti- 
mate ifiend the Bev. Richanl Grayes: ^Ahouthalf 
the appetite, digestion, strength, spirits, etc. of a 
mower, would make me tbe happiest of mortals /*• 

d. " Four material circumstances, etc. The neglect fie 
incuirredm tktm pofOoai siudkt ^ wbkk he had devoted 
Uehopee;^ etcr— I. D'IsiukaLi. 

In 1737 Shenstone printed, (or private distribution, 
a small volume of poems.'^ In 1740 be published 
a shilling pamphlet,^ and in 1741 a sixpenny 
pamphlet' — all anmifmmtefy. In 1748 his name 

* The Woiks in vene and proie, of W. Shmtone, Esq. 
1764-0. 6to. 3 Vob.— i. ISO. • Ibid. iii. 90, 95, 99, etc: 
* Ibid* iii. lOl* ' FDems upon varicfos oeeasloiis. Oxford, 
1737. Sm. 8vo. pp. Tiii -H 7S. * Tbe Judgmeiit of Heicidefl, 
a poem. 1741. 8vo.-h Works, iii. 18. •The SdioolfliisUeas, 
a poem. 1743. 8?o.+Work8, iii. 53. 
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i^peared as a poet, without his sanctionJ^ In 1755> 
hamig been pmatd bj DodiUy,^^ he eoiitnlmted to 

etc." The ballad bad bean twelve yean ni moRti- 

script ; and the inscriptions were published at the 
instigation of Sir George Lyttelton.^^ In 1758 h» 
oontiibuted e fiirther portion of bis poena to the 
aame iniaodlany»^* aome el whidi wm intandM to 
appear atmmfmomA^^ Hk elegies, chiefly written in 
early life, were left in manuscript — Such is the poeti- 
cal history of Shmistone ; and it certainly affords no 
evideooe of his inotduiate appetite for poetieftl iune I 

years ago formed fir mcmy of us die favourite poems of 
our youthf ceased to deUgId us in mature 9'* ->-l* Dls- 

BAELI. 

Why have die Ebgie9 o£ Shenstone — the very poiw 
lion of fab poena wUoh he fofbore to pvbBah— •been 

chosen as the measure of his poetical stature? Why 
is the Pastoral Ballad — which Akenside " preferred 
to every thing of the kindy ^ther ancient or modem'' ^ 
— despatched with a aofitaiy epidiet? Hifo the 
iZt0«IAier^pfft0iif noelaim to adniiin^^ Haethe 
Ode to Memory ceased to delight us i;j mature life ? 
Should it have been left in oblivion ? 

^ A CoUeelioii of Potmi. R. Dodsley, 1748. 3 VoU. Vol. 4, 
1755. VcAb. She, 1768« lSao.-<*i. Sll. *f Works, iii. 200. 
» Ibid. iii. 357. » A CoUectum «(o. 338-63. » Worki, 
ill aee. ^ A GoUmImni tie. v. l etc. » Works» iii. 313. 
^ Eeeolleetiaa of somo particular! in tim life of the late W. 
SbonstoM^ Em|. {To W. Sewaidy Siq. F.B.S. by tho Btv. ^. 
OmTei.] 1783. Sm. Svo. p. ICS. 
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ThefetUures of this sad portrait are more particularly made 
out in another phce^' — ^I. D'Israeli. 

Shenstone^ like moBt dyspeptic subjectSy was apt to 
ipfaine;^ and our kuMd WMdd iometimes lelim 
kiiiiaelf at the expense of Ins e o ite a ponde nt s^^ lyis- 

raeli forms a portrait of our author^ by the junction of 
two of these querulous scraps. The interval, on 
vhiGh not a word is said, was sefenfceen Tears I ^ 

6. ^ Wkmm r ftmahm ku comparof he tk m rAm ike 
horrore armmd himy delivered up * to winter , silenccy and 
reflection ever foreseemg hhnself ' returning to tlte eame 
series qf melancholy hours' " — I. D'Israeli. 

I am no mateh ior D'Israeli in «n^wnM^ of qnota> 
tion, but diaU yentuva to duowin a woid of ciiticiBm. 

Shenstone foresaw a series of melancholy hours — be- 
cause he had just experienced Jits of fever^ and was 
^apprehensive of a relapse.*^ Ue admitted that he 
was delivered up to toMeri nknee^ emd r^fletstim — hot 
he admitted, at the ssme time^ that the summer had 
proved even a scene of jollity 

7. Shenstone was early in life captivated by a young 
Idcfl^ whom Gremet deecribes wiik all those mild mnd eerern 
gmoee ^peimve meimMtfi' etdr— L D'Israbu. 

This is an* amusing specimen of what D'Israeli — 
when exercising his critical sagacity on others — calls 
the imwceme of crUicUm* The nameless yotjmg lady 
whom Graves describes was his own sister.^ 

Works, iii. 60. " Ibid. iii. 45. Ibid. iii. 44, 311. 

» Ibid. iii. 98-9. " Ibid. iii. 232. " Recollection etc. 
pp. 40« 40. 
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* 8. " It was his own fnnlt that he did not accept the hand 
i^Ae lady whom he eo ienderiy loved ; hut his spirit could 
mtemdumobe a perpehmi itfiteMt her degroMim tn 
ike Ttmh ef eoeietyt by em meoemdsnOe weion jBoafry 
medpemerty^ — ^I. D'Israsli. 

A man of letters should know that Miss G. was not 
Miss C — I can believe that Shenstone might hav<e 
obtained the hand of Miss G.» whom he always te» 

membcred affectionately : it will be necessary to 
my ease" says he, " that whoever marries her she 
should be happy." ^ With Miss C, to whom alone the 
remark on loss of rank is apptieabk^'^ he seems 
scarcely to have passed the limits of flirtation.^ 

9. " It is probable that our poet had an intention of 
marrying his maid ^Mary CutlerQ." — I. D'Israeli. < 

A Amcfttn^ conception of character! It appears in ' 
endenoe, 1. That Shenstone made a jocular allusion 

to marrying his maid. 2. "^That he presented her 
with his portrait as a new-year gift — But, it is im- 
probable that he had such an intention. 1. Because 
he made a jocular aliusipn to it 2. Because 3irs* 
AtnM had much influence over him by her eharmt^ 
her incautcitions, etc. 3. Because in the envoi to 
Mary Cutler he calls himself her master — and love is 
notoriously a leveller. 4. Because about nine years 
elapsed between the jocular allusion and the presenta- 
tion ^4 the portrait^ 

10. ^ The .solitary magician, vsho liad raised all these 

« Works, iii. 162. ** Select Letters, 1778. 8vo. ii. 19. 
^ Works, iii. 86+Grave8« AeooUeclioD etc. p. 105. Works^ 
iii. 117.+10^95,etc. 
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iotMen^ [at the Leasowes] was^ in reality, an tinfortu- 

apMr patted tkmrng^ emd the rams lo^^ etc— I. D*l8- 

The Leasowes was originally a small farm-house, 
but Shcnstone exercised his skill and taste in Ibh 
proving it^ Masons^ carpenterB^ carvers^ etc. were 
put in requintion;^ and we find tliat Lady Lux- 
borough, with two other friends, and their five ser- 
vants, were entertained for nine days in this dilapi" 
dated farm-house^ where the winds paaeed threuffh, and 
die ramehdgedl^ 

11. " His elegant mind had not tHie firee, hy his produc- 
Hons, to dra w the celebrity he siyhed (ifter, to his Itermitaye^** 

' — I. D'ISRAELI. 

The Leasowes was oiie of his ;»*<Nluc^i0iit — the <<0^ 

sprirtf/ of his fanctf* ; and *<loiig before he died,** says 
Dr. Nash, " it had attracted the notice and procured 
him the friendship of persous the most distinguished 
for rank or genius."^ 

* 12. « This arUde has been written in paint i^Oe reader 
has noi aiready pereeiffedf ^at they [tbe hopes and expec- 
tations of Shenstone] had haunted him in early life ; sich- 
ening his spirit after the possession of a poetical celebrity^ 
unattainable by his genius ; some expectations too he might 
have cherished from the iuleiU he possessed for political 
stmdies," etc — ^I. DIsraxli. 

The chief misfortune of Slienstone was constitu- 
tional debility. An infernal lawsuit also robbed him 

" Giaf«8, ReeoUeetion, pp. 71-2. Woifcs, lii. 191, 226. 
» Una. iU. 227. * Hist of Worcestezabiie^ 1781. FoL t 
530. 
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of fan peaee far ais of ftbe boal: yaaa of fais hkJ'^ 
Bodi Amo &ets lyimaH coneeiili I Aoodnr mireo 

of unhappiness is often alhided to in his correspon- 
dence.^^ D^Israeli, with his usual candour and con- 
sistency, asserta it to ha¥e been a jiiaster-passum for 
literofy>wir''--fratedB that k ««dMMiU»5m^p*— 
HMt the pflihwify ol tliir ^fsM maimil gemm"* wm 

mediocrity of genius'* — and sums up «■ above, sup- 
porting his conckisions by a falsification of the 
TEXT of ShenatODO I 

The tanith it m» myatery. SJienrtoao had intended 
to follow some lucraliTe professbn;^ hut Ae iadoleiioe 
which too frequently accompanies debility, and the 
rural delights of Harborough, overcame him.^* He 
soon perceived his error,^^ and even foretold its con- 
sequences — but be could not retrace his steps. He 
next dienihed hopes of pretameD^^ whioh he never 
obtained; and, finally, he dung to the hope of a 
pension — which death intercepted.^^ In 1748, which 
was his thirty-fourth year, he thus addressed Mr* 
Grayes: ^ I have lost «§r xoad to happineB^, I eon- 
lass; and» instead of pursuing the way to the fine 
lawns, and venerable oaks, which distinguish the 
region of it, I am got into the pitiful partfrre-tjarden 
of amusement^ and view the nidaJier scenes at a dM" 

Explanation would be impertnieiioeii I mliier eon- 
mend the passage to the notice of those who think it 

» Works, iii. 338. Works, iii. 10, 44, 59, etc. 

• Graves, Recollection etc. pp. Sl-d« ** Poems, 1737. Ded. 
+Works, iii. 35. *• Ibid. iii. 82. " Graves, Recollection, 
pp. 165-6. • Works, iii. 161. 
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irksome to labour in their vocaiian,— It is observed by 

Grave§, whose career was better adapted to secure 
happiness, that the effects of an inactive life on Shen- 
ptODe are too evident in his correspondence^*^ — but 
one of the calamities of D^Israeli is obliquity of vision. 

§ On the editions, poetical character, index, and 
embellishments, of the Schoolmistress. 

1. " This Jirst edition is 7iow l^ing before me^ with its 
qdetuHd ' red-letter/ its ' seemly designSf* and what is more 

• precioust its * Index.* L D'Israsli. 

The first edition was printed in 1737 — five years 
earlier than this ardent explorator of the curiosities 
of our national literature supposes. It has neither 
red4etterf nor seemly designs^ nor Index* 

2. The purpose of this poem has been entirefy mis- 

conceived. * * • it has been admired for its simplicify and 
tenderness^ not for its exquisitely ludicrous turn r — I. D'ls- 

RAELI. 

Who could ,mi8coftcetve its drift? Neither Sarah 
Lloyd, who sat for the portrait, nor any one of the 

simple vassals who yielded obedience to her birchen 
sceptre. Read, Mr. D'Israeli, the conclusion of it — 
an eulogy on the inventor of Slirewsbury Cakes I Re- 
member, alsO) that in quoting the second stanza you 
found it convenient to alter the punctuation, and 

omit the tender line : — 

Who boasts unruly brats with birch to tame**-— 

8. This discovery [of the character of the poem] / 
owe to^goodfirtune of possessing the original edition of 

• Tiie Si Jiool-Mistress; "—I. D'Israeli. 

llecoUectioD etc p. 56. Poems, 1737. pp. 17-22. 

K 
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To Hie etfition of 174d Slwiistoiie added a ludi- 
crous INDEX, to show fools — as he very significant- 
ly says — that he was in jest ;^ and D'Israeli, who 
cites the anecdotey admits that he is indebted to that 
index for his dttoomy. Can he disoom a choice ol 
uifeieBces? 

4. " But * (he fool ^' his sithseqitejit editor^ whoj I regret 
to say, was Hobt rt Dodsley, thought proper to suppress this 
amusing * huUcrous ituUXf"-^!, D'Israeli. 

Dodalej made no alterationa in the coUectare edi* 
tion of 1764» without the concnrrenoe of the most 

judicious friends of Shenstone*' — so that the suppres- 
sion might have been attributed to an assembly of 
fooUI But what is the fact? In 1758 Shenstone 
communicated to Dodriey, for puUication in hia mi&- 
oellany, a reTised and enlarged copy of the Seheol^ 
mistress — omitting the crude and useless liiiiex.^ 
The fool^ therefore, was William Shenstone, Esquire. 

5. tntth that what is placed m the brndsk^ 
over lAe thakM'hemee^ and <lb« kii^ek4ree, i$ khe a fMe§ 
inofMCsr ToAer Attn a jsMhk^ mm / hat the Jf^nu^pieee • • • 
Mfr. Mymde hae modi nffiemUfy Umpting:* ^'LWl^ 

BAELl. 

Mynde was the engraver employed but certain- 
ly did not eteh the fruit^^piece — nor couJd he make 
any thing tempting. The compaviaon whidb D^Israeli 

offers is one of the wildest conceptions that even a 
novelist ever formed* The setting sun more resembles 
a TiPULA 8ULV£STBj[S| 01 Fathci^long-lfiigs I 

« Works, iii. 69. Works, i. Preface, p. 7. « A Col- 
lection ete. Edit 1758. i. 241. « Woiks, iii. 54. 
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6. I thall now reslare the ludicrous index, and adapt 
it to tie stanzas of the later editionJ* — I. D'lsaAELi. 

The achievement of lyimeli is the trimiiph of 

criticism ! He discovers the ludicrous trim of a poem 
which had been described as partly burlesque before 
he commenced his charming luculnratums ;^ and re» 
stores an index whidi the improved taste of its author 
led him to suppress I If we may heHeve Bcilwer» 
these are specimens of a great whole^ — the history of 
our vernacular literature. 

I take leave of Shenstone and Sarah Lloyd with 
the familiarity which old acquaintance justifies. To 
I^IsraeU and Bulwer it beoomea me to make a ceromo- 
nioQS bow. — I consider the heauHfid essay as one of 
the most impudent and absurd pieces of criticism that 
ever spoiled child of popularity ventured to pubhsh 
— that ever spoiled child of popularity ventured to 
praise — and as perhaps without paralleli except in the 
€m(»MH of Kittralitvf • 

As the article on Sh«a8t<Hie is now considera- 
bly extended, and occaaonally aeummated, a short 
note is all that can be requisitOi 

Mr. lyisraeli objects against me that I <*look 
upon the case of Shenstone like an apothecary." We 
may conclude that he would consider it as imperti- 
nence in an apothecary, to look ^pon iAe case ofanit^ 
vdUd! 

Tlie remark, in one respect, was not infeficitous — 
for many persons consider that I have hit tlie case of 

** Groves, iiecoUeclioii etc. p. 142. ^' England, ii. 4. 
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Mr. D' Israeli very exactly — though, from the chronic 
obstinacy of his complaint, the treatment adopted has 
not been attended with all those beneficial effects on 
iStiB temperament of the patienly which the experi- 
ence of ordinary cases might have led his friends and 
admirers to expect. 



Art. XXV.~M. de Buffon and the Tour dt 

Saint Louis — a critico-topographical sketch. 

^ Bv^ffhn often quiUed M tower he studied tR» whiek 
woe placed in tie midtt ef He garden^ for a wedk la it/*^ 

I. D'IsRAELi.l 

Johnson remarks, in very characteristic phrase^ 
that to ^ abstract the mind fWnn sll local emotion 

would be impossible, if it were endeavoured, and 
would be foolish, if it were possibW The charm 
of such associations is indeed extensively felt; and 
periiaps no lover of literature could visits without 
recei^ng some beneficial impulse, the Tour de Saint 
Louis at ISIontbar — the favorite study of Buffon. 

It is therefore desirable to ascertain its exact site ; 
and it obviously comes within my jurisdiction to cor- 
rect an author who would mislead. 

Tlie lamented Cuvier, who was a warm admirer of 
Buffon,^ and is one of his best biographers,* describes 
as the most curious of the contemporaneous accounts 

' C. L., i. 59. ^ Journey to the \\ cstern Islandf, 1775. 8vo. 
p. 34G. • Mrs. R. Lee, Memoirs of Barou Cuvier, 1833. 8vo. 
p. 12. * Biog. Univ., vi. 234-43. 
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of him the Visite d Buffmi of M. Herault de Se» 
ebelles.^ To that narratiye I shall have reooime for 
an ehiddatioiiof thepoint atissiie; and aa perpetual 
cntidsm, unless imperatiTely demanded for the sake 

of literature, is as repugnant to my feelings as it 
would he irksome to the reader, I shall intermix a 
portion of anecdote and deecription* 

M* de S^ohellesy a young avoeai du nd ci ismily 
and lbTtone»' visited M. le Comte de Buflfon at Mon^ 
bar in 1785 J He had recently complimented that 
eminent writer as the Interpiiete de la Nature ; 
and was yery graciously received.^ Bufbn was then 
in his seTonty-ei^th year; but his appearance was 
that of a man of sixty, and his literary ardour was 
unabated.^ His favorite topics of conversation were 
natural history — composition — and himself}^ I omit 
the eifusions of his vanity, to introduce some morceatue 
dbtm of more importance to students. 

Newton ascribed his discoveries to ^ industry and 
patient thought"^* BulFon said " Le genie n est 
qu'une plus grande aptitude a la patience."^- He 
was no doubt sincere in this very consolatory opinion; 
lor he meditated much before he took up Ihe pen — 
revised and altered wilh unexampled perseverance 
what he had composed — and bestowed on it such re- 
peated perusals, that he had all his writings hj heart 
He seems to have advised an exclusive attention to 

^ Visited Buffon, 1788. In-d^Voyage Montbar. Paris, 
An ix. In-8. * Beugnot, Biog. Univ., xx. 222. ' Voyage 
d Montbar, p. 1. * Ibid. pp. 2, 6. * Ibid. pp. 6, 17, etc. 
^0 Ibid. pp. 23, 48. " Hist, of Grantham, ie06. 4to. p. 173. 

V. 4 p. 15. Ibid. pp. 20y 18, 46. 
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the capital works in each class of literature.^'* Such 
advice, however, should not be received without cau- 
tioQ — Ibr Becondary works frequmitly afford impcnrt- 
• ant hiotSf and capital worlu sometimes exhibit as- 
tounding fictionfi. He eonndered precnrion of ideas, 
and their correspondence, as the most valuable pro- 
perties of composition ; and declared himself to be 
still a learner in that exalted art^^ His studies were 
his greatest pkasore^ and oocupisd the duel partum 
of his tune. To some person who expreased sor- 
prise at his celebrity, he made this memorable reply, 
J'ai passe cinquante ans a mon bureau."^* 
The residence of M« de Buffon was no chateau; 
but it contained twelve xooms^ was in excellent onier* 
and yery wdl fttrmshed. The garden was planted 
with pines, plane-trees, sycamores, etc. flowers being 
intermixed. It was very steep, and had thirteen 
irregular terraces. There had formerly been a pit in 
which were kept lions and bean; and smne extensive 
aviaries still remained.*^ 

I proceed to describe his ftrortte cabinety as it 
appeared to M. de S6chelles when he first viewed 
it. — The entrance was by green folding doors^ within 
which was a screen on each ode. The room was 
paved with tiles» wainscotted, and hung with jmnts 
of the birds and some quadrupeds belonging to liie 
Histoire Naturelle, The only furniture was a couch, 
some old chairs covered with black leather, a table 
on which were some manuscripts, and a small black- 
lck>king table. His writing^esk^ a coarse piece of 

V. a M , p. .52. »« Ibid. pp. 25, 47, 24. Ibid. pp. 

14,44. *7 Ibid. pp. 4, 10, 11. 
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dmbiiilrtree fiiniitttTe» stood near tbe fixe-plaoe. It 
WIS open; bat there was noChing to be seen except 
the manuscript on whidi he was llien engaged, the 

Traits siir FAimant, His pen lay by the side of it ; 
and above the desk was a cap of grey silk which he was 
■ocustomed to wear. Before it was his arm-chair, 
an old afbir in bad state^ on which had been oare- 
leaely thrown a red morning gown ^th white stripes. 
Opposite the seat, on the wall, was an engraved por- 
trait of Newton. — I shall add to this curious picture 
the em{^tic words of M. de S^cheiles : ^ Ld 
Bt^fbn a jmd la plus jpwuk la pha bilk portion 
de ga vie* Li mU M tudtadke pmqm torn m cu* 
vraffes."^ 

This favorite cabinet was in the Tour de S, Louist 
at the distance of presque un demi-qmart de lieuej of 
abont five hundred English yards^ from tiie mansion 
of Bnifon — and situated rextrimUi de eesjar^ 

The precise situation of the Tmr de S. Louis may 
seem perhaps, at'ter all, a very unimportant question* 
Fact8» however, are never nmmpcnrtant: ^ey are 
the parents of inferences — Ihe parente of the whole 

circle of science. From the statement of D' Israeli 
we should conclude that BufFon chose the old tower 
as his study for the convenience of a refreshing walk 
on every fflde> The inference would be erroneous. 
The Tifvr de SL Lmde waa» as I have had occasion to 
remark, abont five hundred yards firom the house. 
Now, Buffon was very methodical; and chose to jpur- 

»• Ibid. pp. 13, 14. " Ibid. p. 17. 
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sue bis studies at that distance, not merely to avoid 
intniBioii — buly says M. de SeeheUe% ^paroB qiiil 
om€ <l j^fMffvr «r tmaux de m9 aftdral*^ To com- 
prehend the force of these words, we must remember 
that Buffon was a man of business as well as a man 
of letters: his iron-works sometimes occupied four 
hundred pain of haiids.^ 

I bava no indination to censure D^Israeli for 
tbe Blight inaoeuraey contained in the above text; 
but have chosen to illustrate it, because it exempli-" 
fies the coimexion between iacts and inferences — 
and may have its utility as a short and easy lesson 
for some of the numerous artificers of books who 
are now carrying on their operations. Such were 
the reasons which led me to transfer it from the 

\* Patience under criticism is not one of the con* 
spicuous virtues of authors; but it must be admitted, 

in their defence, that criticism is sometimes insidi- 
ously and rashly exercised. When administered by 
an accredited Professor^ and in just proportions — 
neither orer-sharply, nor hifimtmmaUy — ^it should be 
submitted to wiUi the best possible grace. Now, I 
maintain that Mr. D^Israeliy in thb particular, is 
utterly graceless. 

When I have treated him sarcastically — for he is 
mi anfy sarcastic in hinm^f but the came that sarcasm 
tfm0lft€r9— his excitement overflows m the **Bbfleof 
the fish-market" When diaimstanciw have permitted 

» V*k M., p. 18. " Ibid. p. 29. 
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me to express myself with my habitual moderation, 
he letonis it with jomum. ThtiSy he calls the arti- 
de on the Bayeux Tapestry, a meek diuertoHm ; and 

he says of the above article, in which I pass no cen»- 
sure on him, that I am evidentiij ashamed of it ! 



Art. XXVI. — The romance of modern his- 
tory—last words of the Due d'Enghim. 

" At the murder of the Duke d'Enghieriy the royal 
victiniy looking at the soidiers, who had pointed t/teir /usees, 
midt * Grenadiers/ lower your arm$i otherwise you will 
fliMffy or o$ify wnmd me!* To two ihem who proposed 
§0 He a handkerekirf over his ^es, he said, *A loyai 
soldier who has been so qftm exposed to fire and sword, can 
see <fte t^aproaeh of deadk widk naked eyes, and wOhoui 
fear,' " — ^I. D'Israeli.^ 

<« I was just going to ask you,*^ said Spence in 

conversation with Pope, **a very fooUsh question, 
'What should we read for?' For? why, to know 
facts — I readily forgive Spence for asking this 
very foolish qu/eeHon^ since it led him to place on re- 
cord a wry judicious answer ; an answer which, if it 
had due influence on writers and readers, would pro- 
duce an immeasurable improvement in the state of 
our literature. 
On tiiie first glance at the extract relatiTe to the 

* C. L., V. 335. * Obaerfatioiis, etc. by tb« Rev. J. Spenoe, 
1820. Sm. 8vo. p. 45* 
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m 

Due d'Enghien, I pronounced it to be a fictitnu 
Entertaining decided notions as to the value of facts, 
nolaloiDS perhi^ nnular to thoie 'Msh dictated the 
above-reoorded mawer, I made some exelamatfatt 
not veiy complimentary to Xyisraeli, and marked tiie 
extract for illustration. 

I did not feel confident that I should be able to 
trace it to its source ; but, with aocesB to one of the 
richest libraries in the worlds y^nm every desirable 
fecility is afforded to tiie researdies of Che studious, 
there seemed a chance of success. The search scarce- 
ly occupied ten minutes. The curiosity of literature 
proved to be a mere transcript from the Annual Me^ 
gitieri^ but D'Israeli, who loves to attempt emenda* 
tions, transposes the paragraphs of which it connstSy 
and so adds to fiction — absurdity. 

No authentic account of the arrest and execution 
of the Due d'Enghien could be expected while France 
remained under the domination of NapoUoa In 
1814 M. le Comte de Firmas-P^^ published a 
well- written biographical sketch of the unfortunate 
prince.* He admits, " les derriiers mots qu'on lui 
prite n'ont pas assez (P authenticite paur que wnu les 
con$aerians ieu** In 1815 M* le Baron de Maigueri^ 
aided by various communicationfl^ wrote a more eir^ 
cumstantial account of bis life.^ M. Michaud, in a 
letter which 1 owe to his courtesy, dated Paris, le 1**" 
Aomt IS15, describes the notice of M. de Marguerit 

» A. R. for 1804, p. 160. * Notice historique sur L.-A.-H. 
de Bourbon-Cond^, due d'Enghien, etc. A Paris, Michaud 
freres, 1814. In-8. + 13arb»er, Diet, des ouvragea anonymes> 
1822-7. No. *23027. * Biog. Univ., xiii. 149-57. 
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• 

as very complete and accurate, *^ parrequ^elle a ite 
Jburjiie en grande partie par des personnes attacheei au 
prince.** To M. de Maiguerit I shall ihereSare ap» 
peal ht die kui wtrdi of^ Dtie ^Emghim, I lum 
read with attention two important pamphlets of later 
date:^ they do not impeach the accuracy of what I 
am about to transcribe 

*^ On quitte lasalle du conseil, Ton descend dans le foss^ par 
un escalier ^troit, obscur et tortueux. Le prince se retourne 
vers Tofficier, [qui avait iit ^leve dans la maison de Cond^] et 
lui dit : ' Est-ce que Von veut me pUmger tout vivant dans un 
cachot 1 Suis-Je destini. ci perir dam la oubliettes ? — Non, mon- 
seigneur, lui r^pond-il en sanglottant, soyez tranquille/ On con- 
tinue de marcher, et Ton arrive au lieu du massacre. Le jeune 
prince voit tout cet appareil et s'^crie : * Akt grSce au del, je 
mourrai de la mart d'un soldat.* • • • Murat et Tun des aides-de- 
camp de Buonaparte ^talent presents k Tex^cution. En allant d 
Ift mort, ie due d*£nghien d^sira qu'on remit k la priucesse de 
Rohan, une tresse de cheveux, une lettre et un anneau. Un sol- 
dat s'en etait charg^ ; I'aide-de-camp sen apery oit, les saisit en 
s'^criant : * Personne ne doit faire ici les commissions d un 
traitre.' Au moment d'etre frapp^, le due d'Eogbien, debout, et 
de Tair le plus intrdpide, dit aux gendarmes : * AllonSf mes amis. 
— ^Tu u'as point d'amis ici,' dit une voix insolente et feroce : 
c'^tait celle de Murat. II fut k I'instant fusilld dans la partie 
orientale des fosses da chlttcau^ Tentr^e d'un petit jardin." 

After transcribiiig the above melaDclioly 
thre, I am in no diapoation to oondude m the style 

of the preceding articles; and shall therefore leave 

• 1, Pibces judiciaires et historiques relatives uu proces du 
due d'Hnghien [par M. Dupin aine]. Paris, Baudouin fiires, 
1823. In-8. — 2. Extrait des M^moires de M. le due Uovigo, 
conceruant la catastrophe de M. le due d'Enghien. A Paris^ 
C. Gosselin, etc. 1823. la-8. 
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the reader to shape his own inferences as to -lihe 
extent of information, the ideas of historical tes- 
timony, and the evidences of a love of truth, 
whidi ace discoverable in the campikT of the 
CurioiOtol oC Sftiratm. 

The comment on this article is chiefly re- 
markable as affording the materials of two new 
canons of historical criticism — whicfay for the benefit 
of stadent8» I shall draw out in form: — 

Caton I. An aecoont nai tohoUy mcondiimt with 

the best authority, is a sufficient authority. 

Canon II. WTicn a subject is mentioned incident- 
ally, it is not necessary to aim at accuracy. 

These canons should be fixed in the memories of all 
tiiose who propose to read the Uvely ndtceOamf^ er 
other lively works of the historian of fiim-fiams^ 
qmrreh, calamities^ etc 



Art. XXV 1 1. — ^An immaculate edition — Os 
Lusiadas de Camoes, per Dom Joz6 Maria de 

Souza-Botelho. 

Whether trneh a miraek at am itimaeylate edUion of a 

never 

tempt has been made to obtain ^is glorious emgulariiy — 

and loas as nearly realised as is perhaps possible in the 
tnagnijicent editioji of As Lusiadas of Canwens, by 

Dcm Joze iSotiza, in 1817." — I. D'Israeli. ^ 

» C. L., i. 117. 
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Disraeli, in exhibiting his pretensions as a c ul- 
tlvator of literary history, hazards the expression 
harren IMuyrefi^.^ Now» it is scarcely poBsible to 
tdLe a safe step in litoraiy history, or in editonhip^ 
witliout the aid of tiufl barren htbUography ! I could 
cite in proof numerous instances ; but one may suffice 
— ^the immacukUe editum of 0« Jjusiadas. 

The volume is entitled, Os Lusindas, pocma epico de 
Imu de Camoes. Nova cdi^do currectUf e daiUi a luz, por Dom 
Toze Maria de Sauza- Botelhoy Morgado de Mntteus^ Socio da 
Academia Real das Sciencius dv Lisbua. Paris, na officina tj/po" 
graphica dc Firmin Didut, 1317. Folio. Portrait of Camoens^ 
and eleven plates. 

This edition was printed at the expense of M« de 

Souza for private distribution. If we except the 
Marlborough Gems^ the Bute Botanical Tables^ the 
Worsley Mu»eumj and the Blundell Statues, it is per* 
haps the most magmficent of that class of books. 
Tlie type, whidi is of peculiar beanty, was east for 
the purpose ; the paper is of the finest quality ; and 
M- Firmin Didot, a true lover of the art, bestowed 
extreme care on the composition and press-work. 
M. Gerard, who contributed the portrait of Camoens, 
undertook the superintendenoe of the embellish- 
ments; and the gravers of Forstcr, II. Laurent, F. 
Lignon, Richomme, Toscbi, etc., faithfully exhibited 
the drawings of Desenne and Fragonard. 

The appearance of this volume Jxed attention* It 
was reviewed by M. Raynouard with all the richness 
of information, accuracy of taste, and lucidness of 

' Atb«iMniiDy 1835. p. 62S. 
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manner, which distinguish his writings;' and a com- 
mittee of memhers of the Institut Royal, ccnnprifliag 
MM. Viaoonti, Qti6nii» ete., which had heen appoint- 
ed to examine it as a work of art, after expressing 

their admiration at the successful efforts of those- 
who contributed to its execution, thus concluded 
their report 

" Ce travail, que M. de Souza a consacr^ ^ I'honneur du 
poete son compatriote, et a Tavantage tie Ui litt^rature de son 
pays, deviant des aujourd'hui, par la communication liberale fjir'il 
en fair fi toutes les nations du monde civilise, im movnmcnt plus 
gloruiij, plus utile et plus durable que ceus mtme que Can peut 
irig&r avec k marbre et le Oronjie."* 

The nohle sentiments which animated M. de Souza 
in this enterprise, shall be explained in his own 
words; which I transcribe from the original Ms. 

A Monseigneur TArcheT^ue de Canfeorbeiy et les auties 
Gardient du Mus^ Britanique. 

fCoiuelgiieur, Miloide et Messieais 
Venant de terminer une ^ditioa du Camo^ que j'ai aoiga^ 
avec le seatiment d'amour pour la Patrie, et d*enthoosiasiiie pour 
le Foete qui a si Inen chants les terns de notre gloire, permettes- 
noif Mooseigneur, Miloids et Messienn, de toqs prier de vouloir 
bien me fiuie Itumneur de plaeer I'eiemplaiie cy joint dans 



' Journal des Savans, 1818. pp. 387-98. The J. des S.was re- 
established in 1816; and is an inexhaustible treasury of informa- 
tion. It contains above 1400 articles by MM. Abel-Remusat, 
Biot, Ch^zy, Cousin, Daunou, Letronne, Quatrem^re de Quincy, 
Raoul-Uochette, Raynouard, Silvestre de Sacy, etc. MM. F. 
Cuvier, Flourens, Naudet, Villemain, etc. have lately become 
contributors. The editorial labour of 21 years has not abated the 
zeal and activity of M. Daunou. * Ibid. p. 389. 
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Ta biblioth^que da Mua^e BriUmiquey cet ouvrage ne deyaut pas 

dtre vendu. 

J*ai I'honneur d'tMre avec la plus haute CoQsid^ratiofL 
Monseigneur, Milords et Messieurs 

Voire tr^ humble et trbs obeissant Serviteur 
D. Joseph Marie de Souza.^' 

I shall now iuquire to what extent the views of M. 
de Soasa were realised. The first edition of 0$ Ia^ 
giadat was printed at Lishon by Antonio Gongakei 
in lo72. 4to. A second edition was printed in the 

same year, and much resembles it ; but in the former, 
the privikgio has em Lisboa, a vinte & quatro dias 
do nes de Setembro^ de MDLXXL"-*-and in the 
lattST) ^ em Iisboa» a. xiiiy : *de SetembrcH" eta^ 
M. de Souia had before Mm two copies 6t the first 
edition, (one of which had been transmitted to him 
by Lord Holland,)'' but could not obtain a sight of 
the second edition for the purpose of collation*? He 
therefore adopted the first edition as his standard; 
admitting^, howeTer, from the seeond a few readings 
which had been communicated to him in manu* 
scripts 

About the year 1825 a copy of the second edition 
was obtained for the Boyal Library at Pans;^ and 
the text having been eerefully collated with that of 

* Vide Bibliotheca Heberiana. Part VI. 1835. Nos. fjU:> 
and 606. I availed myself of this opportunity of comparing tiie 
two editions. It is stated in the catalogue, that the second " ap' 
pears to have been printed as a fac-simile of the first edition, and 
probabljf some years (i/ler it P* ^ Os Lusiadas, 1817. Adv. p. 
yi. ' Ibid. Adv. p. iii. « Ibid. p. 378. ^ Brunei, 

Nouvelles Recbercbes Biblu)graphiques» 1834. Ixi-8. i. 259. 
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the first hy M. Mabfin, a man of lettera conTenfant 

with the niceties of the Portuguese language, it be- 
came evident that the second edition had been revised 
by Camoens himselp^ M. Mablin published the fe- 
Bult of hb ooUation in 181^6.^^ He records, and criti- 
eally discosses, about ^fdrty emendalions which are 
contained in the second edition, but were not admitted 
into that of\%\1i so that the volume which had been 
projected with such rare enthusiasmy which was 
printed with audi oonsumniato art^ adonied widi 
such exquidte taste, produced at so immense an ex* 
pense, distributed as a model of editorial care, and 
crowned with unlimited applause — fails to possess 
what constitutes the chief excellence of a classical 
edition — fula to exhibit what it was the especial ob- 
ject of M. de Sousa to establish and perpetuate^ a 

PURE AND CORRECT TEXT ! 

The precipitancy with which M. de Souza adopted 
the conclusion that the second edition of 0« JLmiadoM 
had not been revised by Camoens is most unaceount> 
able. Father IKogo Barbosa Machado^ the orade of 
the literary history of Portugal, stated in 1752 that 
the second was a revised edition. Dom Jose Carlos 
Pinto de Sousa also made the same statement in 
1797 ; with the addition that there were then two 
copies in Portugal— >one in the Royal Library, and 

^ Rajnooaid, Jounuil d«s Savans, 1836. p. 528, etc. " iM- 
tre h. racad^mie royale des sciences de Lisbonne^ sur le texte des 
Liisiades. Paris, 1826. In-8. pp. 77. " Foy esta obra 

[Os iMsiadtiSf 1572.] recebida com tal aplauso do orbe literario 
que no mesmo anno se reimprimio mait eorreeta.** Bibliotheca 
Lu:>itaDa, Lisboa^ 1741-59. Fol. iii. 74. 
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the other in the library of the Marquis de Angeja.^^ 
This teeond edition is indeed one of the rabbst 
BOOKS IN bzistbncb; bat» if the public libraries of 
France could farnieb no copy of it, if the two co^nes 

alluded to had disappeared before 1817, M. de Souza 
could easily have obtained a collation of its text — for 
it is pieserved among the treasures of our own 
NATIONAL MusEVM.^^ NoT was tfaat the sole iii> 
stance in wlndi M. de Souxa undervalued bihUopm* 
phy. The edition printed at Lisbon in 1609, faith- 
fully represents the revised text of 157^; and is, says 
M. JNIablin, sans contredit une des meilleures.'* 
M. de Souza had niot teen Uiai edUian i^^ — but it is in 
my own small collection. 

I am aware tliat the encomiastic anecdote was 
chiefly borrowed of an estimable writer and that the 
counter-evidence contained in the above remarks was 
not at that tune accessible. But, why was the anec- 
dote repeated in 1B84? Had tiie lights held out by 
Raynouard and Mablin never penetrated the beechen 
shades of our county of Bucks ? I shall not pursue 
the inquiry — having sufficiently commented on this 
portion of the Ctimsiti«( of ftiuratuif • 

. Is the comment on llie above article gemane f 

The point might be doubted, for the Honorary Pro- 

" Bibliotheca Historica de Portugal. Lisboa, 1797. 8vo. p. 
101. B. M. Cat. 8vo. li. Art. Camoens. I have minutely 

examined this copy, aided by Uie valuable pamphlet of M. 
Mablin. " Lettre, etc. p. 7. Os Lusiadas, 1817. Adv. 

p. ix. ^ Vidi J. AdaiDSOD, Memoiis of Camoeiu^ 1820. 8vo. 

a. 371. 
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foaaoT escapes without me injurious epithet — bQl» 
from other drcumstaiioes^ it appem to h«?e beoi 
written by Mr. jyjsm^ 
He is now eoirnnoed that harrm UhHograpky 

makes a Jructifcrom figure in liter ary history ; and 
it is announced that what he artistically calls his 
" large picture of the history of maDy"^^ is to be 
<«eritica], philosophical, and bmographieiar^^ To 
explam this mystery, he infmrms us that ^ bibliogra- 
phers are a class of men wlio are always at hand, 
ready at a beck," We may infer that he has received 
some new light touching the expediency and utility 
of the cofifiinc^Mm rflaboun* 



Am, XXVIIL-— The three species of Dis- 
covery — in part illustrated by L I^Israeli, 
Esq., D.C.L. and F.S.A. 

I hone di§eovmr'^l. DlsaABLi.^ 

This short text would invite to ample discussion; 
but the subject has been incid^taUy illustrated in 
most of the i«eceding articles — to which let me add 
a sort of corollar}'. 

There are three species of discovery; 1. The dis- 
covery of that which no one else had discovered. 2. 
The discovery of that which no one else can discover. 
8. The discovery of that which every one elsie has 
discovered. 

^ Athenttum, 1835. p. 026. » Pablishen' Ciieular, No. 1. 
^ C. L.,pmfMi. 
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L The £nt flpeeiei of diflocyfeiy ia tbe cboioest 
produet of human intellect and enrioatejp — addom ob* 

tained without laborious research, and patient consi- 
deration. It forms the proudest triumph to which 
the votary of science or literature can aspire — and 
evevy inrtancB of baoeloaa daim to ii^ deaerrea eii* 
poaore; deawvea^ if advanced taitaMicNiflii^ to be 
disproved by facts — if insidiously^ to be held tip to 
unsparing^ censure and contempt This, it has been 
seeoi ifi not an oceaaion which invites me to descant 
on the* happy art — nor shall I here ennmerate ita 
laureate fSboA : their Baaaea and symbob appear on 
the adamantine wails of the Temple of Fame ! 

2. The second species of discovery is a contribu- 
tion to the diffusion of error. What proof have we 
that the cnffiaal Ms. of the Code of Justinian iraa 
diaeoveredat AmaM?* What pioof Oat Odon bov^ 
a mace at the battib of Hastings, in order that he 

might not spill bloody hut onhj hrenk bones ?^ Are 
there testons of Henry VJLLL with a head stamped on 
tach side Have we evidence to de^ve Vaaari and 
Ral^ctf the honors of antfaonfaip?' Are we to be- 
Hove that Cervantes e ompomd Ihe mott agreeMe honk 
in the Spanish luiu/iuige during his captivity in Dnr^ 
bary ?^ Did Philip HI. of Spain die in the twenty- 
fourth year of his age V Is it true that Purchaa spent 
kU Hyk in trmodo ?^ — ^that Lady Qethin had no eot^ 
ception of dmmo of virtue — that Newton was led 
to meditate by a smart blow on the head /^^ — that Col- 

*Art.i. •Ait.it « Art iU. • Arte. it. and iz. 
* Art. vUi. ' Art. X. * Arts. xi. and zii. * Art. xx. 
^ Art.xxi. 
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lins burnt his odes before the door of his publisher 
«lc. etc — Hie man who corrects one prevalent 
€Ror, or adds one ftct to the pubUshed massi is en- 
titled to thanks ; the service, trivial in appearance, 

may dispel a host of false inferences, and lead to im- 
portant results. An author who, through extreme 
ignorance, or the reckless ambition of discovery, con- 
tributes to tiie diffusion of error — is not so valuable 
a member of society as a village sc^ioolmaster* 

3. The third species of discovery, with no claim to 
brilliancy, has at least no mischievous tendency ; and 
it somotimos proves a source of amusement. £x. Gr. 

Tabie-^aoki ivory are stiU used firmemaranda:' 
Aristarehus himself could scarcely condemn such in- 
nocent information — or, if disposed to express himself 
in the irascible moocU could only condemn it as the 
superfluity of discovery* 

I dismiss this expansive suliject — ^wfaiehy in truth* 
would almost require a Hcomd series of illustrated 
€mMtUi of Eitirature. 

Tlie new Illustrator very unceremoniously des- 
patches this article, as it stood in the former edition, 
by dedaiing — ^it ^ calls for no remarks from me." I 
have introduced some additional ixmdbes ; and hope 
he will now recognise himself — at least in one section. 

Perhaps, however, he would have acted judiciously 
by despatching, with the same cool phrase, the other 
portions of the Curiaeiiiee qfLHerature Hhatrated. 

" Alt. xxiL C. iu. 41. 
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Art. XXIX. — The science of Literary Eco- 
nomy — ^' Masterly Imitators.** 

'« A Trick of following their Leaders 

To entertain their gentle Readers."— St. Botlbe. 

An experienced person inibmiB ns that **ihe 
eraft of au^unrship ha» memy myt^eriesJ*^ This is 

mere tantalization : it becomes me to be more com- 
municative. 

There exists a science which has escaped all our 
encyclopedists. Occasional traces of it are discover- 
able in antiquity; bat its elaboration has been the 

work of modern times. 1 have named this hitherto- 
nameless science, and shall now define it. 

Literary Economy embraces the various means 
by which the producing classes of the community of 
literature — somethnes erroneoudy called au&m — 
are enabled to meet the demands of the consuming 
classes — in common parlance readers — with the low- 
est amount of capital, and the least possible quantum , 
of the labour of research and composition. 

A general view of the science would occupy more 
space than it would be convenient to allot ; and, as 
the disclosures involved in it might check the demand 
for the commodities of hterature — a demand which, if 
no objection attach to the articles on the score of qua- 
lity, it would aibrd me extreme pleasure to promote 
— I shaU now only notice its comparaliYely obvious 



< C. L.y i. 201. 
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instrumentSy DraniaripHonf TrcmdaHon^ and Omoer- 

I - must apologize for deviating from one of tiie I 

established rules of literary ecorwmy — in citing the I 
authors to whom I am indebted. i 

Spedmen of Tnamr^^thtu 

Hout'^'^ The tMte of Iub day, ran wholly in fiiTour of anti- 
quity: 'No modern mttten were worth looking at' Picart, 
piqued at auch prqudioe, etehed several pieces in imitation of 
ancient maalers ; . . . These prints were much admired^ as the 
woriis of Guidoy Rembrandt^ and others. Having hnd his jofce^ 
he puUished them under the title of ijH{p0sfKrea «Mooeel8f«""— W. 

** Picart had long been vexed at the taste of his day, which ran 
wholly in favour of antiquity, and no one would look at, much . 
less admire, a modern master. He published a pretended collect- 
tion, or a set of prints, from tlie desis^ns of the great painters; in 
which he imitated the etchings and engravings of the various 
masters, and much were these prints admired as the works of 
Guido, Rembrandt, and others. Having had his joke, they were 
published under the title of Lnposteurs Innocem" — I. D'Is- 

• 

Tnmseribers sonetiines improre on their exem- 
plars. Gilpin very gravely informs us that Picart was 
piqued : D'Israeli rejects this alliteration — but admits 
that he was vexed. Gilpin writes Imposturei inaoeeKkt 
s innocent impontiooa: I^Israeli writes In^Mfieun 
imweene » innocent impoetor& Admire^ je lovers of 
rhetoric, the personification ! 

* Essay on Prints 1781. 8vo. p. 110. +1792. 8vo. p. 77. 
' C.L.9ii. 13. 
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Second specimen of Transcription. 
** Some of his friends had advised him [the Duke of Bucking- 
ham] how generally liee was hated in England, and how needfull 
it would bee for his greater safetie to weare some coate of raaile, 
or some otliei secret defensive armour ; which the duke slighting, 
saied, ' It ncedes not ; ther are uoe iiomaa spirits left.' " — Edited 
by J. Nichols, 1783.'* 

" I discovered the following notice of the Duke of Buckingham 
in the unpublished life of Sir Symonds d'Ewes. ' Some of his 
friends liad advised him how generally he was hated in £ogUuid, 
and how needful it would be Ibr bis greater safe^ to wear some 
coat of mail, or some other secret defensiTe armour^ which the 
duke slighting said, < It oeeda not; there aie no Boman spirits 
left.' L D'IsRASLi.* 

Manuscript authorities add to the dignity of com- 
position; but the perusal of ancient Mss. is rather 
laborious — as Heir von Raumer, or Sir Harris 
Nicolas would testify. The most ecMmomical method 
is to transcribe from psint, and to dte the transcript 
as a Ms. 

One inconvenience, however, attends this method* 
We cannot cite the authority with the requisite 
minuteness. In the abore^ and in ibree simillur in- 
stancea^ we have only — HarL Mi. 646.^ 

Specimen of Translation. 

" L'Abbe de Marolles avoit une si grande dcmangeaison 
d'^crire, qu'il lliisoit imprimer jusqu'a des Listes & a des Cata- 
logues de ses amis, **• M, Menage fit mettre sur le Livre de la 
Traduction des Epigram ines de Martial par rAbli^"- de Marolles, 
^^ifgramme* contre Martial,* — ^M. CHA&F£iiTi£&y. 17 V 

* Extracts from the Ms. Journal of Sir Simonds D'Ewes, 1783. 
4to. p. 39. • C. L., iv. 170. « C. iv. 121, 124 bis. 
' CarpeutariaDa, Paris, 1724. Iq-12. pp. 42-3. 
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"Thit Abb^ [de Ifftiolles] wu « mott egregious scrilibler; 
and to tormailed with Tidlaiit fits of printing, that he eten print- 
ed lists and catalogues of hn IKends« * * * On a book of his w- 
nons of the Epigrams of Maitial, this critio (litage] wiote^ 
Epigrams ag(timi Mmiial," — I. D^Iseasu,* 

This speciiiien calls for two remarks* Dryden or 
Pope wouM hxfe said Heh of acnhtlvng — but D^Is- 
raeli has fits of refinement — Did the homed Ma- 
nage write on calf-skin f I apprehend he employed 
M. k Eelieur to quiz M. TAbbe. 

Second specimen of IhxwdatiatL 

^ Mignaid peignit una Blagdeleine sur une toile de Rome, & 
Garrigue alia donner aossitdt avis en secret an Chevalier de 
Clairville, qu'il devoit reoevoir une Magdeleine dn Guide, qui 
passoit pour on dhef-d'oeuvre. Le Chevalier pria Garrigue de lui 
en faire avoir la preference qu*il promit de paier. Le tableau iut 
vendtt deux mille livres.''*'M. l*Abb6 de Moitvillb, 1730.' 

" This creat artist [Pierre Mignarrl] ])ainted a Magdalen on a 
canvass fabricated at Koine. A bruker, in concert with Mi- 
gnard, went to the Chevalier de Clauville, and told him as 
a -secret tliat he was to receive from Italy a Magthilen of Guide, 
and his masterpiece. The chevalier caught the bait, begged the 
preference, and purchased tlie picture at a very high price/'—* 

I. D'l8aAELI.»« 

Tliis translation occurs in the article Masterly Imi- 
tators — but it is not a masterly imitation. Why was 
the name of M. Garrigue omitted P He was a dealer 
tn euriontiesi Why are the words deux miUe livrei 
translated by a very high price f This leam too 
much to fancy. 

• C. L., ii. 147. » Vie de P. Mignard, Paris, 1730. In-12. 
p. 90. »C. L.,ii. 11, 
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Specimen of Conversion, 

" M. Pnmit, Chanoine r^gulier de Chancebule en P^rigoid, 
pueouroit ceite Province pour hire des recberehfls idatives 
k noe Histoire du P^rigord quH aroU entieprue. II arrive i 
raiicien Chateau de Montaigne^ poisdd^ par M. le Comte de 
Sigur de la Eoquetie^ poar en visiter les aichivee, e'il s> en 
troavoit. On lui montre on vieux coffire qai lenfennoit des 
papiers condamo^ depais long-lenis il Toubli; on hii pennet 
d'y fouiller. H diconvre le Mannscrit original des Vcjfogei de 
MoHtrngne, Pnnique probablement qui existe." — M. na Qvsa. 

A prebendary of Perigord^ ttavelltng through this province 
to make researches relative to its history, arrived at the ancient 
chateau of Montaigne, in possession of a descendant of this great 
man. He inquired for the archives, if there bad been any. He 
was shown an old worm-eaten coffer, which had long held papers 
untouched by the incurious generations of Montaigne. Stilled in 
clouds of dust, he drew out the original manuscript of the Travels 
of Montaigne."— I. D'Israeli." 

When the cost of an edifice threatens to exceed the 
estiinate^ the projector looks about for cheap mate- 
rials; and conyerts them, with more or less skill, to 
the purposes required. It is precisely the same in 
literature. D*Israeli converts the materials which he 
obtained of M. de Querlon into a cvHosity, 

We will examine his performance. — Why is the 
name of M. Ftunis omitted? He was a diseorerer of 
the true class. Why is his /tfiprar^/Tr^W concealed? 
It evidently led to his success. And wliy is he eject- 
ed from the Abbey of Chanceilade ^ Is he made a 
Prebendary of Perigoid by way of compensation? 
The office was a nonratityl There were indeed 

u Joumil du Voyage de Michel de Montaigne en Italie^ etc. 
Farisy 1774. liM. Due. pi^Um. p. ii. C. L., i. 32. 

L 
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thirty-four Canons of Ftriqnnix. On what authority 
is it said that the chest was wonn-eateih and that M. 
Pruais was tt^d in dmrds of duBt 1 These are cuh- 
OUB Bpeeimens of embeUisknmt/ 

N0W9 suppose that A. should convert the namliye 
of D*Israeli ; and that B. should convert the narrative 
of A. Would a shadow of the truth remain ? 

I have freely availed myself of trangeription on this 
oooasioii ; and shall ckise with a specimen of amoer^ 
#tON9 from the learned author of Hermei. 

And so much for Transcription, and so much for 
Translation, and so much for Conversion. So much 
Uiewise as to the subject of thit treatise^ Literary 
Eooiroif7 — £or which be all honor paid to nomi- 
nal audiOT of the CiirMlM af ftitcrstarf. 

I have discovered a science which Bacon 
omitted to reijister — which has eluded the micro- 
scopic eye of M. Ampere; and I have established 
the claims of Mr. Israeli as one of its Totafie& 

With what coin does he reward me? He passes 
over my sagacity and my generosity; declares that 
the article " calls for no remarks and so — blowing 
at the house of cards whidi it has cost him such infi^ 
nite pains to buHd — ^rejects the honor of being con- 
sidered as one of those who — 

M • • • entertain tbsir gentle readeif." 
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Art. XXX. — Hints on Camaraderie laiU- 

raire — with select specimeog. 

Le proverbe th^rapeutique Pane-moi h cam etjetepamnd 
h 9hi, est applicable ^ presque toules lee ooaditioae el tout lee 
Ml ; meie sous le vojone Justifi^ dfniie miuu^ tncroyable 
daoe Phiatmie de la v^Uique dee lettres^ suttonl It eertaliiee 

^poques plus rapprocli^ de la ndtie." — MoLBOir. 

We m indebted to M. de MoUoq for one of 
the eariieet eieayg on camaraderie lUUraire.^ It is 
written with considerable animation; but it wants 

profundity, and the adornment of specimens. 

The term may require explanation. Cam a r a de r i r 
LiTT^BAiBB denotes iSb» exoeasiTe laudation bestowed 
by one writer on another under the expeetalion of a 
prompt repayment in the same coin, and Ihe repay- 
ment itself. The object of the traffic is, the accumu- 
lation of popularity — which leads to the accumulation 
of pelf 

It is elear» from tins defimtiooy that no nan in his 
sober senses would hmsh the ridies of his phrase- 
book on so unattractive a subject as the quarreh of 
authors — with so wide and ^wery a field before him^ 
as camara/d/arie Uttkvire. 

lliers aie two bsanehes of it L CamaradmeUt' 
em maeque, and 9« Camaraderie HUSraire mtverie. 
To the former pertain anonymous paragraphs insert- 
ed in newspapers, and anonymous articles contributed 

^ £Digrclop6iie dei Qeos da Monde^ iv* 643. 

lS 
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to reviews — with auto-review* of both descriptions , 
and to the latter, those paragraphs whieh bear the 
name of their respectiTe authors. 

The first brandi is almost a torra iNooeinTA* 
Without some positive enactment — without a return 
of the names of all those who have exercised the art 
of preparing ultrarlaudatory paragraphsy reviews, eta 
— lihe subject must remain intangible. Perhaps the 
Honorable Member for Kilkenny will make a motion 
for such a return. In the interim, some idea of the 
anonymous system may be obtained from the five 
volumes of Periodical Criticism hy Sir Walter Scott, 
Bart* — allowance being made for its operation in the 
bands of reviewers of inferior stamp. 

The second branch preseut;^ no difficulties, llie 
materiab are abundant. I offer a selection of c^peci- 
mens, as a guide to aspirants and collectors. 

Lord Orford, hononnbly known under the name of lloraoe 
Walpole (a name that pvesents to the mind, taste, fancy, and 
learning) has said ** etc^ — ^I. I^Israeli, 1795.' 

Speculations sometimes fail Horace Walpole 
died in 17979 wifihout having made a response. He 
could not foresee that lyisraeli would become the 

Horace Walpole of literature^ — and characterise the 
veritable Horace Walpole as one of the Pucks of Ute- 
rature.^ 

The sepulchfal monuments of Mr. Ooa|^ ibcm a splendid 
wotk of this kind, [illostiatiTe of ancient manners] which has de- 
servedly gained their author the distinguished title of the English 
Montfiiucon."— I. DIsraeli, 1793.* 

' Essay on the Literaiy Character, 1795. 8to. p. 208. * Bol- 
wer, England, ii. 49. ^ C. L.^ vi. 84. * Dissertation on 
Anecdotes, 1793, 8vo. p. 7. 
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This was another unfortunate speculation — unfor- 
tunate for both parties ! Mr. Gough made no re- 
sponse. He died in 1809 ; and in the aforesaid 
D'Israeli chose to denounce our English Montfaucon 
as a man rarefy over-kind to any im«— as a light-Jinger' 
ed antiquary — as a purloiner of relics of royalty !^ 

These specimens^ it must be admitted, are not 
yery attracdve; and, indeed, are rather offered by 
way of caution than of guidance. Our prospect now 
becomes more exhilarating* 

^ See also some very curious matter further confirmiDg this 
disputed pointy in Mr. D'Israeli's Quarreb of Authors : a work 
replete with interesting anecdote, selected and arranged with infi- 
nite taste."-— S. W. SmoBR, 1820.' 

We have been taught to enjoy the two ages of Genius and of 
Taste. The literary public are deeply indebted to the editorial 
care, the taste^ and die enthunasm of Mr. Singer, for exquisite re- 
prints of some valuable writers.'' — ^I. D'Israeli, 1823.* 

* 

The due observance of proportions and the deli- 
cacy with which the infinite and the exquisite are 

balanced, render this a choice pair of specimens. 
The most fastidious collector might give it a place in 
his scrap-book. 

" Mr. D'Israeli, the modern * Indagator invictissimus ' of 
every thing that is curious and interesting, and precious, re- 
lating to our history and literature," — T. F. Dibdin, J 824 ^ 

I discftver many hundred new thingt in it, [The library 
Companion] and your skilful reference to existing objects • • . is 
most happy and peculiar. * * * I shall often be looking you over^ 

^ C. L., vi. 108-9. ' Anecdotes, etc. by the Kcv. J.Spence, 
1 820. 8vo. p. 144. » C. L., vi. 370. • Library Companion, 
1824. 8vo. p. 201. 
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aud I have no doubt I shall be able to supply some important 
corngenda for a future edition/'^I. D'Is&aeli, 1B24.^^ 

The Rei?. Dr. Dibdfin, ^trboat worlni ridily deserve 

illustration^ is the laudator general of men of letters — • 
his critics excepted. He has performed the duties of 
bis office with considerable vivacity — but, on this oc- 
camoDi without sufficieDt inquiry into to laudabilily 
of bis object The answer, is charaeteristic of its 

author — a perfect curiosity. 

Memoirs of tbt Embassy of the Maishel de Bassompierre to 
OieGoiiitorEiiglendbilSSd. ThUMUtedwitb NotM.evo.1819. 
I recollect no ▼olame of tlM sise in oiv faUtorioel lilsnture ao d«- 
sitsUe fox the genenJ reader as tbe present. Its Taried tnfenna- 
tion is peipetoally enlivened by a seaiduBg spirit, whidi strilies 
at die results of historical evidme^ deducing infeiencesy and de- 
tecting nice discriminationsy such as a mind practised in the 
liusiness of life, and drawing from its own etperience, could 
alone disooTer, and which prove that the writer has been con- 
vefsant with courts more modem than those of the historioal an- 
tiquary. The writer, or tbe Editors as in the coynessy or the pride 
of his talents, he styles himsdf, is John ITtfaoii Crohtr^ l^^mn, 
M .P. Secretary of the Admiralty ; a gentleman in office, who has 
had the rare merit of occupying bis leisure by Ittefatofe.**-— 
I. lyiSBABU, 1828." 

"To Mr. D'lsraeh's love and knowledge of literary history, 
and to iiis friendly assistance, the editor is very much indebted;" 
— J. W. CROktR, 183i," 

The rayail tahOe fired off by D^Israeli must have 

been a severe trial to the feelings of Mr. Croker. It 
was more than the reguUUions prescribed; and he 

1" Reminiscences, by tbe Rev. T. F. Dibdin, 1836. Bvo. pp. 
731-2. " Commentaries on Charles I. 1828. 8vo. i. 131. 
" Boswell's Johnson, 1831. 8vo. Preface, p. xani 
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aofiwered it, a£fcer an interval wkh e»tT«in« econoioy 
of ammuiiitioiL 

^ Mr. lyiiiteli* fmm wbMe notics lis tcH mfcimid icider 
may Icm moch, and wbo in the temper oS Ims writingi u well at 
in the neieaich which thqr di^lay, may be a naafol model ht 
succeeding anthon^ calls Bonyan * the Spenser of the people/ ^» 

ROBCRT SOVTHST, 1880.** 

Vive muchos afios, excelentisimo Senor — and con- 
tinue to produce works which will attain longevity. 
Continue also to praise^ where praise is due; but, 
when you deliver Mb. to Canton — i«nember the in- 
flnenee of your name. 

" One writer I must single from ihe rest — I speak of yourself 
. . . the Horace Walpole of literature ... the most elegant 
gossip upon the learned letters . . . you who hare studied the 
literary character so deeply . . . have portrayed so well the 
calamities of auf/iors ... all the perseverance of the antiqua- 
rian, and all the enthusiasm of the scholar ... by examinaiion 
you re-create . . . drawing new views and bold deductions 
• , . the most novel deductions . . . the most graceful truths 
. . . a deep and tender vein of sentiment . . . most touclnng 
conception of character . . . your charming lucubrations . . . 
those classical and most charming essays . . . every part is 
adorned . . . every page displays a beauty and none an imperti- 
nence . . . specimens of a great whole ... to fill no inconsi- 
derable vacuum in English literature , • . to add a permanent 
glory to the letters of your countiy "... etc. — £. L. Bulweh 
to I. D israeli.** 

Hie Judidaitt and modeH Bulwer asserts that we 
have not evm $eeandary nameg m HiHoiy. Our 
IWners, our Lingards, our HsUamSy our Southeys, 

our Tytlers, are beneath his notice ! But, what an 
irradiation of panegyric on I^Israeli — and what bright 

Pilgrim's Progress. 1830. 8vo. lift} of B. p. acvi« ^ £ng« 
land. Book the fourth, spartim* 
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beams of reflactioii may we not anticipate from a oer- 
tain hutory of our vemacukar lUeraiwre I 

In despair of being able to discover a eboicer spe- 
cimen, I shall conclude. It may be suiiicieut to 
state, for the information of those collectors who love 
method, that the results of their researches may be 
classed as qteeukitive or re^pontive-^-'pronyirt or tanfy — 
propoffumate or disproportionaie—^e^ 

Perhaps it would be prudent to withhold tins 
fragment of an article on camaraderie litttraire — as 
it may tend to deprive me of the benefit of the act. 
But» I owe it to the chair in which I have the honor 
to sit; and, besides^ it arose out of the perusal of the 
CurioKttuij of ftittratttie. . 

*^* This article, says Mr. D'lsraeli, " calls for no 
remarks from me;" but I cannot take leave of my' 
fellow-traveller on the highways and hy-ways o/'litersr 
ture with the same abruptness. 

Authors do not always perceive the real tendency 
of their genius. — Mr. D'lsraeli declares, with refer- 
ence to the final and most elaborate article in the 
CurianHes of LUaraiure, that the feelmgs of Oldys 

echoed in his own bosom.** No two men of letters 
could be more unlike ! Oldys was a faithful and 
assiduous searcher after truth — but no artist in com- 
position : Mr. ]>Israeli very frequently sports with 
&cts— buty in his serene momentBy is a dever phrase- 
MAKER. Oldys constantly cited his authorities — and 
was perfectly unobtrusive : Mr. Disraeli unfairly 
conceals his authorities — and is perpetually exhibit- 
ing himself in distortions, in misapplied sarcasm, and 
in witticism. 
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On no occasion haye we better reason to expect a 
display of skill, than in this species of war&re. Mr. 

lyisraeli, it is evident, is proud of the success of his 
former encounters. He has now overshot the mark) 
and loft himself defenceless* 

He has set his seal to my estimate of his charac- 
ter ; and has more tiian justified the tone of my criti- 
cisms, lie has cast away liis tact, his taste, and his 
temper — in order to cusert the dignity of his station 



And so concludes the series of articles. I have 
endeavoured to unite interest of subject with the 
charm of varietyi and to avoid those inferior aneo- 
dotes whidi D^Israeli so pointedly calls Me vertf 
farthing pieces ofhistorg ! I 'conld not undertake the 
intenninable toil of a complete survey of the Curiosi- 
ties of Literature ; but I profess to sketch the general 
course and character of the stream — and to convey 
some notion of its mictoy of its mndtngs^ of its shalF- 
hws, and of its fallg. Objects out of number present- 
ed themselves to notice; and, even on the limited 
plan adopted, I have sometimes feared that — 

** I more volniniiious should grow 
Than Holinshed of Slow.** 

I now crave attention to a serious episode. Cri- 
ticism is an yngradotis task ; and, on other accounts, 
one of the least attractive branches of authorship. It 
is an ungradous task ; because the motives to it are 
often misinterpreted — especially by those who take 

«• I. L, p. 1. 

l5 
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uo real interest in the state of literature. It wants 
tiie pradcRntiiaiit allractHiiL of audionihips for wofki 
ol oeoaaiaiial critidaiiv bowmrer eieeuled^ wood. fMoa 
into eowparatiTeobliTioik 

But criticism requires no advocacy. To Litera- 
ture we chiefly owe the formation of the national 
character ; which in turn it faithfiiliy nAects* It is 
the impeiiahable medal wfakh trammita our featorea 
to the compatriot of every daaa— ^ to <iie most diataat 
chmes — to the generations of futurity. It is the 
choicest species of national property ; and whatever 
tends to preserve it from deterioration merits ap- 
plauae. Such ia the object of criticiam; and I am 
persuaded it would aoon acquire dignity, if the public 
would cease tu tolerate the deception and imperti- 
nence of the invisible piece-workers of the craft. 

Criticism, properly exercisedt is no other than the 
vindicatioii of truth; bu^ however inoontrowtible 
its importance, there ia aoope hr variety of opinion 
on the mode of its application. Should its dictates 
be enforced by stern reprehension ? Should they be 
clothed in such holiday and lady terms as scarcely 
imply cenai^re? Ia it allowable to introduoe irony 
and sarcasm ? The medicnie^ I conceive^ ahould be 
suited to the nature of the complaint, and to the 
idiosyncrasy of the j)atient. 

If truth seems to have presided — if we discover 
proofs of that care which the public claims — the 
Ikulta arismg from defective education, from the ab- 
sence of experience, from the unobvious nature of the 
requisite authorities, or from the occasional urgency 
of despatch, should be pointed out with urbanity; 
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and the i^iare of commendation wUeh justioe and 
candour demand, should be freely bestowed. 
If m a«thor has nufted the benefits of a eareful 

education, of travel in foreign countries, of intercourse 
with men of letters, of access to the best depositor 
lies of books, of more than oompetence^ and of an 
eslended hie of faanm^ we may be allowed to vnae 
oar expectatioos; and to ^x p r o as our disappoint- • 
ment, should serious disappointment ensue, without 
peculiar reserve. If such an author, asserting a jmre 
love Uteraturef solicits the patronage of the public 
— and retnnis it widi the permikm of trufcK with 
the most impudent pntanoes of diseo^ery, with the 
most absurd errors, witii perhaps the most extraordi- 
nary examples of the concentration of error which 
the wide field of error affords; if such an author, 
dated by the praise of theee whose praise should 
Btimnlite to eouidlenoe^ and by the inntati?e dbonts 
of tiie periodieals, presumes to east his eensures and 
his ridicule on some of the most valuable w riters which 
the nation claims ; presumes to aet criticism at defi- 
aniMb to dedare i^iMX ^pnim wmiot mtg hngtr 9gimd 
hit eektrityf* and that ♦* ctnmte camei emimm what 
AfffisM ^ rmoard tfjmUiefiv&m^ — it can require no 
apology if a lover of truth and literature endeavours, 
by the most forcible means which he command^ to 
eonvinee tiie public to what extent its confidenee and 
its ftivm have been abuaed — if he endeaveuia to re- 
eover the anther himself from timt inebriated state 
which the fumes of excessive praise have produced — 
and to prevail on him to exercise those abilities 
which he unqnestiauably poesesBe«» in a manner more 
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condiidhre to paUie utility and Us ownpermaimt re- 
putation. 

Such were the considerations which led to the 
oomposition of this volume. The history of it is 
correcdy stated in the exordium, with the ezeeplioa 
of what is obviously fictitious; one dreumetanoe only 

requiring to be added. It was intended to be a mere 
• squib — a hint to more competent critics — to which 
design its fanciful form seemed appropriate; but, 
before I could make mudi progress in it, the public 
voloe bad directed me to Enpkmd oRd M En^hy by 
FAward Lyttoii Bulwer, Esq., M.P. — a work which, 
in spite of its occasional extravagances, has been read 
by thousands at home,. and will often be appealed 
to abroad. I bore in remembrance that Miltoui at i 
no auspicious period, had described our nation as 
" not beneath the reach of any painty the highest that 
humfHi capacity can soar to ;" and could not but feel 
astonished at an attempt to estiinate the intellectmU 
fpirii the time in the shape of an act of hotaage to 
D^IsraelL This astonishment increased when I 
found him placed at the head of our miscellaneous 
writers — the vocabulary of eulogy almost exhausted 
in his favor — and a conspicuous station allotted to the 
Curiosiiies of Zaieraiure I The critical project forth- 
with assumed an importance which I bad not before 
attadied to it I felt the necessity of exertion, the 
expediency of elaboration ; and I conceived that by 
extending it^ without altering its form, it might also 
serve as an exposition of the arts of the fofulae 
cu^fi^— ae a picture of the writb-with-ease school 
OF LFTSRATURE. The whot sckool of UtmOmf ez- 
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claims Bulwer. The phrase, it miigt be admitted, 
requires explanation; and with such explanatioii I 
flhall condiide this episode. 

The eontmeiital critics make perpetual allasioiis 
to the cktssical and romantic schools of literature* 
We have two similar schools of literature in England 
-—the classical school, and the ivrite-witJi-ease schooL 

An autiior of the classical school aims at perfectioiL 
He values Aristotle and Quinctiliaii, beeause their 
precepts seem to rest on the eternal bams of reason 
and propriety. He admires the choicest works of 
antiquity, because they exempHfy his ideas of excel- 
leoee* When he undertakes to communicate infoi^ 
mation or amusement^ he weighs the tendencjf of his 
project — matures the plan — and cfistributes in due 
proportion its subordinate parts. He appears before 
the public in his best attire. Is the object of his 
woik matter of hot ? He is conrinced that there .is 
nothing more beautiful than truth ; and he spares no 
pains to attain it — suflers no prejudice to induce him 
to conceal it. Is it fiction ? If he cannot reach its 
happier flights, he at least makes it subservient to 
the impfovement of morals and taste. He feels that 
his native language has its peculiar character, and he 
respects it He may not have been endowed with 
the richer gifts of nature; but he exerts himself to 
raise the public taste to that standard of excellence 
which studious reflecticm has led him to foim. He 
considers quality as the test of authorship — as the 
only substantial clium to Uterary distinction. 

An author of the write'icith-ease school chiefly aims 
at popularity. He rejects the established rules of 
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art, and the models of antiquity, as incompetent 
guides in this age of exqiuaite intellectuaUtj — as 
trammels which would latfaor ttfoH than impfOFe his 
nstural gait Hie deieoto in ihe Hweler-pieoes of 
romantic literature he converts into precedents. 
When he projects a new work, he studies above all 
things the taste of the public — beiore whom he ap- 
peals with as much ceraaoDy as an wmoiked ariir 
Jherl Does he undertake Boattevs <xf fiiet? Re- 
search is toilsome; and to compare the various 
authorities — to adjust their discrepancies — requires 
time. He therefore seeks ease and rapidity of execu- 
tion in implicit confidence-^ aware^ moreover, that 
reviewers are often very dinH^ghted. Does he un- 
dertake av&wed fiction? It is difficult to reach 
novelty of conception, and he substitutes for it 
novelty of form. He is sufficiently amhitioua of 
smartaesi^ and tcieks out his nadve laagu^ with 
tbe dieap imported trumpery of a bsBBar. He may 
possess excellent abilities ; but he writes Amm to the 
taste of the public. He considers quantity as the 
test of authorship — as the principal claim to literary 
<iistinctfton. 

I do not eihifait the portnits of individual^ but a 
picture of tiie schools. The oolouring is after nature; 

but perhaps the lights are too bright — the shadows 
rather too broad and deep. I add therefore, as an 
inscription^ the chaste yet glowing sentence of M"^ 
Louise Oaenne : Ne scyfons jamais asses daasiques 
pour r^prouver Shakspeare, asses romantiquee pour 
reprouver Racine; mai^ partout ou nous sentirons se 
reveler le genie» que ce soit sous la forme ideale et 
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aecomplie du olunqiie ou mm k loniie oiigiiiafe et 
▼aii^ dtt romantique, pr^paroM de Pm^smt M tret$em 

dm etmnmim/ ^ 

I resume the chair, and proceed in my accustomed 
Btrain ; in order that no invisible cnJdc should have it 
in his power to twit me witli — 

Infriix opoiM waankp qmm p o aeit lotum 

NMOMt." 

An author whose work has reached its Jiinth edi- 
tion, may be said to wear the chaplet of popularity. 
Dr. Mavor, I am aware, outhved the 2oOth edition of 
his JEi^fluk SpMinjf-'ioak^ and Mre. Aimdell now ex- 
iihs in tibe 60lih of lier DomuHe Ceohm^ ; hat, ortfio- 
graphy is essential in times of refinement, and cookery 
is studied by all sensible persons as one of the conser- 
mtive arts. On the oti^ hand — as the substantial 
productionB of literature are now more than ever at- 
tainable, ihe pubUc would not so readily exchange 
the precious metals for curumtieB if it did not place 
confidence in the dealer^ and believe them to be 
Ijenuine articles I 

A ninth edition has been tacitly admitted. To 
speak accurately} one wOh portiim of die work has 
rew^ied its maA e^tion. But even this is more 
than common success ; and it leads me to oflfer some 
short suggestions on future editions. 

I reoommendy in the first inatancc^ an editio expur- 
ffttittf or fatmibf iditum the superintendence of which 
should be confided to the executors of the late Mr. 
Bowdler. The office would be no sinecure. 

As a successor to the family edition, I propose an 
illuitrated edition. To this should be prefixed An 
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Inquiry into the Literary Character of 1. I) Israeli^ 
Esq, (towards which I have furnished various liints) 
and a collection of testimonial as is usual in classir 
cal publicatioiis. Some extra copies of the testiino- 
nia might be entitled Specimens CHHeal Sagacity ; 
and would form a valuable note-book for juvenile 
reviewers. The peculiar attention of the editors (for 
no individual could successfully illustrate a work to 
which a host of authors has contributed) would be 
further required; 1. On the citation of authorities. 
2. On the translations. S. On certain instances of 
metamorphosis, and 4. On typographic economy. 

Master Purcbasy the unheardrof traveller, justly 
condemns those writers who omit tiie citation of 
authorities — ^ as if their own assertion were sufficient 
authoritie in things borrowed.'' This omission on 
the part of D' Israeli should be supplied. The names 
of Huet, Manage, etc would occupy small space ; and 
abbreviations might be devised for those of M. Ame- 
lot de la Houssaye, M. de Manure Abb6 de Mon- 
▼ille, and M. de VigneuUMarville alias Dom Bona- 
venture d'Argonne, Chartreux ! 

The chief varieties of translation have been com- 
mented on with ability by Lord Woodhouselee ; but 
he omits pkamedc translation — in which D^Israeli 
excels. It is an imitation of the sound and colloca* 
tion of words, rather than of the sense. Kx. Gr. 
" The great and admirable Voyages [from Madrid to 
the £scurial etc] of the King Mr. Philip." — The 
inhabitants were passed on the edge of the swordy" — 
^ It altered his health," etc. This mode of transla- 
tion may eventually assimilate all languages ; but, to 
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the lover of idiomatic purity — the occurrence of it is 
like the screech of an owl in the midst of an air by 
Gfisi or AlbertauL 

Very curious specimens of metamorphosis oocnr in 
the lively miscellany — specimens which might have 
posed Peter Burman himself! Who has not heard 
of the learned antiquary M. Le Grand d'Aussy i^ 
Who but lyisraeli could metamorphose him into Le 
Ghrand d^Assoucy ! I apprehend he means D^Assoucy, 
empereur du burlesque — the pitoyable auteur of whom 
said Boileau : — 

** £t, jusqu'i D'Aaaoney^ toot trouva des lecteurs." 

The disposition to provide ahee^ Weraiure is one of 

the hopeful signs of the times. It prevails with our 
eminent bibliopolists, and suits the public taste ; but 
it requires to be met by expedients. Favorite phrases 
are found in all classes of composition — from the par- 
liamentary speech of Her Most Oradous Majesty to 
the most trivial of critical essays. They save time to 
the composer, but waste that of the compositor. I 
therefore submit^ as conducive to ecouomy, that such 
phrases be prepared in stereotype, £x. Gr. i have 

DISOOVEBED — I SHALL PRESERVE — SECRET HISTORY * 
FT IS SAID — MS. LETTER OF THE TIMES num of 

genius — flim-flams — etc. I have also to ad\nse the 
exclusion of the one thousand and one superfluous 
notes of admiration which Master sfvoi hath foisted 
into the volumes. 

Voltaire observes, ^ On doit des igcards aux vivants ; 
on ne doit aux marts que la virite" I doubt the cor- 
rectness of the maxim ; but, whatever be the pun- 
gency of these illustrations» have avoided all infrao- 
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tion of it D'Israeli shall bear me witness. " I en- 
joyy" says he^ dating from the shades — of Bradeu- 
hull Houses ^ a Bort of poithunwut leputation." The 
definet author feoeitea &a preeise ankhmt of his 
lAtSmy la vSritt ; and^ if I eaonot call oo him to etUer 
one sentence of what he has icritten — I hope to have 
some influence with those who read for facts — and 
with futura editors of the Curi/omHu of JJUratwre* 

It lamaiiia for ma to annoanee the immediate 
▼aeatioii of Ihe chair; and to commit die d^sDce of 

my sayhiys and (hnngs to other critics, their heirs 
and successors. To my patrons, some explanation 
is due. If I have ever felt ambitioi^ it has been 
the amlMtioD of aulhonhip; but, a more exact renew 
of the state and prospects of literature has oonvinced 
me that not to be an author will soon be the chief 
mark of distinction I It has convinced me that this 
mice teachaiUe nation is about to be transformed into 
a nation of authors — that her litmtore will become 
deteriorated in proportion to its over-production-^ 
that the vocation of the critic will resemble that of 
the most humble of parish functionaries — and that his 
labours will be just as effective in the prevention of 
dbncesl 



biyiiizuo by <jOi 



28& 



1S3im on &mtKohtx»ui 

DSDUCSD f BOM THB PAACTICS OF ▲ VST&RAN ; AMD ADAPTED 
TO THft MMAKVf G4PACITr« 

« 1V> observe die ridiculoiis ettitodet in wbkh greet men ap- 
peer, when they employ the style of the fish-maiiet, may be one 
greet means of restieining that ferocious pride often breaking out 
m the v^blie of lettoes.**-*!. DIuubli. 

I PERCEIVE signs of immediate warfare be- 
tween jjien of facts, and men of idecu — between the 
daatktd mshooi, and the w r iie w M -e a m sekeoL Some 
lunti on oontrovenf may therefore be no inappro- 
priate adcBtion to tboB Tolmne— tiie soUior of wfaioh 
first sounded the trump of alarm in the field of literfr- 
ture. 

A gystem of taction adi^ted to the occaaknif ia an 
olmoua deaideraikum; but it ahoiild be baaed on tlie 
widest experience — and who can caleulafte the dun> 

tion of the contest ? Homer sings a war of ten 
years ; and Schiller records one of thirty years. It 
would be absurd) therefore, to speculate on the ceflsa- 
tion of hoBtiSitiea; and injudlGiouB to defer inatrac- 
fion on the score of its future perfectibility* Hie 
series of ideas now developed, if beneath the dignity 
of the theme, may have some utility as a rudimeatal 



Liyiiized by Google 



236 IDEAS ON CONT&OVERSY. 

ESSAY ; and the d propos of its appearance may atone 
for its defects. 

We are not entiiely left to the exerdlBe of our 
inventiye fiumltiee. A Veteran of oelebrity ^ a man 

of ideas — has already astounded us by his mov^ 
nients : anil lia^ evinced his familiarity with the 
numerous resources of stratagemicaL science. From 
fafe practioe we deduce our pieoepfs; and Urns, as a 
POPULAR autihor dgniBcantly remarks, we enable tlie 
reader to combine the delight which is derived from 
anecdotes, with the philosophif which is founded on 
examples* 

Idsa I. AUDI ALTERAM PARTEM is an ap^ 

PROVED Rm.B IK AVPA1R8 OP CONTROVERSY; BUT IT 

IS SOMETIMES SLIGHTED. — If, therefore, the work of 
your opponent should be inaccessible to the public,^ 
let the reply be made accessible.^ Let its appear- 
ance be pioektmed in the dxwnaht in the hM/omoi' 
ddii etc — and you may dianoe to obtain a tonpo- 
rary triumph. 

Idea II. EsMSMBEa that ir a titi.s b£ ob- 

SCURBy IT RAISES A PRXJUniCB AOAIMST THE AUTHOR.*'-'^ 

— The title of your pamphlet should beam with 
brightness. Adopt, for example, 7%e Hhistrator 

Illustrated. You have the authoritv of a late Profes- 
sor of Criticism for the peculiar application of the 
word iihutrated; and of a late Professor of Poetry 

* Curiosities of Literature Illustrated. Sm. 8?o. pp. 160. 
' The Illustrator Illustrated. 1838. 8 vo. pp. 81. ' Curiosi* 
ties of literature. Ninth editioo. ii. 60. 
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for the collocation of the triad of words — vitnessy 
TTte Examiner Examined,* If modesty should in- 
duce you to conceal your name — say, the Author 
of* * \ 

Idea III. Rbmbmbbe also that a prep ace, be- 
ing THE ENTRAKCB TO A BOOK» SHOULD INVITE BY 

ITS BEAUTY.'** — Iiitroducc, ill accordance with this 
judicious maxim, an eulogy on yourself: if ever we 
attain the beautiful in composition^ it is when we 
endite con amore* Introduce also, in proof of your ex- 
quisite taste, a glowing review of some iUmtraJted 
ornament of the Bihliothtque du Mojide.^ It may 
even be stated, should such be the attractive fact, 
that you have sometimes mused in silence and oblivion 
between the Abb^ de la Rue and John Pinkerton.^ 
K to proemial beauty you 'msh to add utility, cen- 
sure your rivals. Perchance you deal in anecdote 
and literary history. Declare, in consequence, that 
Andrews is " too often trivial that Seward is " too 
often careless that Thomas Warton wrestled with 
barren antiquarianism and that Joseph Warton 
had a "fragmentary mind."^ If any one of your 
works should have been less success! id than the 
othersy announce the severe accuracy'' of its con- 
tents.^ Advert, in no equivocal terms, to the very 
curious synchronism — the dawn of philosophical 
thinking," and the dawn of your own lucubrations. 

Idea IV. Should appairs become serious, en- 

< [By E. C] Oxford, 1809. 8vo. pp. 57. * C. L., i. 103. 

« I. 1., p. 2, etc. 'Ibid. p. 5. • Ibid. p. 3. • Ibid. p. 7. 
» Ibid. p. 3. 
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DBAVOUB TO FORM ▲ LiTXRAttY UMIQS ^ AMD TO 
OONOILIATB THB WAVBRIM6 8CRIBB8d — ^InVoke llie aid 

of Lucian and Erasmus** — ^men of renovvu, and smart 
controversialists. Allude to your friendly colloquies 
with the learned Mr. D.*^ — though he held you very 
liffhtfy. Celebrate the ooiurteey <tf Mr. T.^'-^ihougfa 
he may have chanced to dic^Mirt hunaelf on yonu 
superficial research^ your of affectation^ etc. De- 
clare, in extra-pathetic phrase, that your sarcasm on 
Miss A. was a con^ratulatian I ^'^ 

Idea y. In adumbbatibg trb chabactbb of yoob 

OPPONBNT, abstain PROM BXCE88IVB rLATTBRT. — 

Describe him as an " obscure individual :" this will 
enhance the value of your marvellous efforts to illus' 
irate hun ; and may help to convinoe the public of 
his previous incapacily as an Ukutraier* Dedaie 
diat he ^ never emancipates himself for an instant 
from his morbid moroseness this will stamp you as 
a discoverer of that which no one else can discover; and 
it must also inevitably reduce the drcle of his readers 
— for we live in the age of eomie literature 1 Call 
him a ^ solemn idiot," an ^ atom of spite,'"^ a 
clod,'* ^7 a " carl;" ^8 and complain of his " want of 

taste and manners should be be a boiohelar, he 
can never hope to proceed; and you may be sure 
his bw^ will never become the book cf &e boudoir. 

Idea VI. If you address the literate and the 

" I. I., p. 12. " Ibid. pp. 18, 22. »» Ibid. p. 80. 

" Ibid. p. 27. » Ibid. p. 80. " Ibid. p. 12. " Ibid, 
p. 48. «• Ibid. p. 2. *» Ibid. p. 77. 
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RBriXBD, IT WOULB BS IKPOLITIO TO XXBIBIT TOUB OF- 
POMBNT A8 VJWT lUSIBIrB TO THS MI8VORTU1IB8 OV 

manxm^A eensare has beon lanced at your singular 

statement that Camoens perished in a hospital:'* 
declare, in consequence, that your " hypercritic can- 
not perceive the distinotion between a natural oea- 
Mlain of life^ md ite .extinctioii fran want and 
misd v/'^ An exposure has been made of your 
numerous misrepresentations and. errors on the poet 
Shenstone : declare that he had mariT/ sorrmus — but 
that <^ it is not his least misfortune to have found a 
vindicator in Mr. * * An exposure has been 
made of your senttmeiital fiction on the pidlUe ignilioa 
of the Odes of Collins : declare that your man of facts 
estimates " the agonies of a neglected poet at the 
FSUCE OE PRINT AND PAPER I"^^ Such remarks place 
your opponent in no amiable bgbt $ and if they do 
not piove liiat you are a hnAit of gyq^ at 
least prove that you cau write prose poetically ! 

Idea VIL An ovkr.hAmxibtt to Min.TiPi.ic cua- 

BACTSEISTICSy MAT BKTBAT IMTO UVINTBVTIOlfA^ 
XOLOOT t ^ PRAT TOU ATOin IT." — ^Do WA^ SS R POPU- 
LAR writer onee did, call your opponent a ^ man of 

facts there are mauy readers who possess a cer- 
tain genius for drawing comparisons. Do not call 
your opponent a ^^baounerer of dates it is a 
maxim thai chrondogy is one of the eyes of hi»> 
tory. AToid olgeoting against faun that his head is 

» I. I., p. 26. " Ibid. p. 79. " Ibid. p. 66. « Ibid, 
pp. 10, 19» etc. *^ Ibid. p. 37. 
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unfit to " hold together ttvo opposite ideas of the 
same thing with reflecting persons, it may tend 
to obtain for him the dbaracter of a man of con- 
sUtency. Prmf you avoid lemarkiiig that no one 
can oomplain of <*1lie spangles of his style t**^ it 
may lead to the awkward inference that his style 
possesses some more substantial and valuable quali- 
ties. 

Idea VIIL To obviate miscomcbption, fore* 

WARM THE INEXPERIENCED READER AS TO THE CRI- 
TICAL QUALIFICATIONS OF YOUR OPPONENT. State, 

in limine, that neither his " habitual pursuits," nor 
his ''native dispositions," fit him for the enterprise:^ 
the less you know of him, the more decisive this evi- 
dence of your extraordinary penetration. Compare 
l]im to " Midas," with his erect auricles you may 
perhaps pass for another Apollo — ^at least, with those 
who believe in mythology. Pronounce him to be 
a ^ critical charlatan i**^ tiie pubfi<^ it may be said, 
is not always nnfecvorable to charlatans, critical or 
otherwise — but short is the period of their celebrity. 
Produce some striking instance of his want of lite- 
rary taste. Assert, for example, that he " seems 
half inclined to criticise" Don Quixote :^ you may 
surely avail yourself of fidt^m^ when writing on so 
celebrated a work of liction. It may also be ad- 
visable to apologize to the reader for your extreme 
condescension in holding "a branglement with a 

* 1. 1., p. 46. » Ibid, p. 80. ^ Ibid. p. 2. » Ibid, 
p. 30. * Ibid. p. 74. ^ Ibid. p. 33. ^ Ibid. p. 1. 
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Idea IX. As authors amm apt to pobtijbjb iv 

THE 8TATE1CBNT OV TBSIB MOTIVU» YOU MAY COV- 

jaoTUBB TH08S OF YOUB ADTSBSARY^He may have 
pleaded a love oftrM and Kteraiure :^ pass over his 

plea in silence — for it is not to be conceived that i/ou 
should sympathise with him in so romantic a notion ! 
Inanuate, rather* that he has £uled in some attempt 
at authorship — and thmfoire tamed critic:^ this 
may pass as a proof of your ineomparabie acquaint- 
ance with the secret history of our vernacular literature. 
Denounce, in illustration of your heautiful theory, his 
^ raMd hatred and ill-concealed jealousy" of popular 
writers:'* should you be believedy he can hare no 
diance of escape — but must pierced by a hun- 
dred missiles. 

Idea X. In moticiho thr work ov your oppo- 

XXITT^ YOXT MXBD VOT AIM AT THB MINUTE ACCURACY 

OF MXBB BiBLioaBAPHBRs.— The IttiSf of lus work 
may indicate no extreme respect for your own TrcLBS 

OF HONOR : modestly omit a certain portion of it — 
though it chance to destroy his physiognomic beauty.^ 
You need not specify the nxe of his work : when you 
avoid affirmatioiiS) you also avoid error* Say you 
observe diat ^\Ab trad is printed at Greenwich:^^ 
this remark (which reminds us tiiat his subject pos- 
sesses traxitility) will prove that you did not conde- 
scend to read on to the conclusion — witness the 
eollophm : ^ London : F« Shoberl) Junior, JLeioester 
Street, Leicester Square.** — As hibliography is made 

»C.L.I.,e;,tt«fe. « I, I, p. 77. "Ibid. p. 77. »Ibid. 
p. 1. * Ibid. p. 81. 
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up of ^deBt 8ise% colopboiMy etc. — ^^aml ia oae of the 
essentiab of literary history — Ihe public wiQ no 

doubt be satisfied, from this specimen, of your incom- 
parable qualifications for the projected history of our 
tfemacular lUeraiwre, 

Mm XI. In additxoit to your bibliogbaprxcai. 

BLUCroATIONS, TOO MAT CRtTlCALtY CVARACTBBI8S 

THE WORK OF YOUR OPPONENT. — State, cxordially, 
that the produce of his ipare hours occupied several 
yean you reduce liim to a mere plodder — enyi- 
ous of your distinction as the laureate essayist olhalf 
a century. Should he hare pointed out six errors in a 
curiosity of ten lines — state, as the sole result of his 
labours, the detection of half-ardozen nullities : 
this will prove that you possess a sufficient share of 
erudition to write t^Heedoehidkedfy ! States in oon- 
dusion, diat his criticnsm is conveyed *^ in language 
as mean- as his subjects:"*® the subjects being your 
own, it may seem like modesty to condemn; and 
your extrBr<frdmary tact in the appfeetation of eha- 
ractery will he evident to Ihose who are aware tiiat 
the subjects are Qiieen EHsabeth, Ralegh, daren- 
don, Newton, Bufibn, etc. In support of your cen- 
sures on his ^< uncouth pen," produce some glaring 
spedmens. Suppose he shoidd have said ^coeval 
anthoritieBy'' when you tlunk emUen^trury was lihe 
exclusiTe word: sBude to this evidence of his non- 
synonymous genius at least three times.*^ Suppose 
he should have said that ^ Burnet saw Mary once a 
week:" slyly convince him of your immense superio- 

" 1. 1., pp. 12, 16. " C. L. I., Art. 3. » I. I., p. 8. 
» Ibid. p. 80. Ibid. pp. 42, 51. 
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ntf BB a phme-maker, by writmg ^ Burnet noted 
ber hebdomodally Suppose he should have said 

that Sir Walter Ralegh " did not undervalue the fide- 
lity and varied attainments of Hariot" : exclaim, "O 
thou appraiser of small wares V'*^ No one can be m- 
sensible to the peculiar feUdly of this designation — 
when applied to the reviewer of the Curumiies of 
Literature. 

Idea XIL If convsMiEiiTy you may avail youb- 

BELW OF THE IVFOKMATION AFFORDED BY YOUB OFPO- 

NSNT^This practice^ to view it fimxrabtyf is a covert 
compKnent; and may serve to smooth the asperities 

of warfare. I cannot, therefore, omit to notice it 
Your opponent may have ascertained, at the expense 
of conaidmble research, that the Mss. of the Pan- 
dects are ^ chiefly of the fmtrUm^ eeatarj re- 
peat the statement as your own; and add, with smta- 
ble gravity, " This he admits."** He may have 
said, on the authority of a manuscript note which 
dbance threw in his way, that a certain anecdote on 
the poet Collins was recorded by Griffiths:^ with 
the solemnity of a revealer of secrets — ascribe the 
same anecdote to Griffitfis.^'^ He may have enume- 
rated the principal biographers of Sir Isaac Newton, 
assigning ihe^anonymoui articles to their respective 
authors:^ repeat the names of Birdb^ MicollB» etCi, 
with all the imitative fidelity of one of the ptiUaeiu 
family 1*9 

« 1. 1., p. 58. ^ Ibid, p, 35. C. L. I., Art 1. « 1. 1,, 
p. 14. <• C. L. I., Art. 22. «I. I., p. 66. '•C.L.I., 
Art. 21. ^ I. I., p. 63. 
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Digitized by Google 



244 



IPBAS ON CONTROVERSY 



Idta XIII. An assertion not mathematically 

ACCURATE, MAY OCCASIONALLY BE MADE FOR THE 

SAKE OP EFFECT. — As this idcu is f&miliar to the 
majority of oontrorenialists, no accumulation of ex- 
amples ean be requisite — but its importance forbids 
me to pass it over in dlence. Your oj^ponent may 
have estimated the duration of the popular feeling on 
base testers at about etghU&i years refer him to 
the Bemamu of Camden ; and dechue^ with all the 
oonfidenoe of a vietor, that the learned historian 
informs ue it was ^ two hundred years and more.**'^* 
Your opponent may have twitted you on the state- 
ment that Philip III. of Spain died in the " twenty- 
fourth year of his age:"^' add, by way of explanation 
and eorrsefioN, ^ For the word read — and 
^ipeal, in support of your corrective amrtiony to 
L'art de verifier les Dates.^''' If Master Camden^ 
and Dom Clement" should chance to contradict you, 
the.£Mst may escape detection — for who would dis- 
turb ^ tvmoms of Camden on account of a base 
tester? — and it is certain that many readers, I might 
safely say the fair proportion, have an aversion to tiie 
art de verifier les dates* 

Idea XIV. A Fact or ARGUMaHT of av imcomts- 

VIRNTLY FOBMIDABLE NATUR]^ MAT BS MBT STRATA'- 

GEM ic ALLY* — lu CTery species of controversy, there is 

scope for the exercise of stratagemical ingenuity. I 
shall draw two examples from one subject — pre- 
mising that other subjects possess more fertility — 

» C. L. I., Art. 3. I.,p. 21. •» C. L. I., Art. 10. 

•» 1. 1., p. 43. " Remaines, 1614. 4io. p. 208. ** A. V. 
D., 1770. p. 823. 
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and that the resources of the art are inexhausti- 
ble. Has your opponent denied the Florentine Ms. 
of the Pandects to be the original:"^ reply* that it 
« may be fiiirly styled an originaL'^^ £yery one ad«* 
mits the uUlity of the exchange of artidei ! Has he 
laboured to prove the continued validity of the Roman 
law ; exclaim, " Who denies it A bold ques- 
tion very often poaes. It may escape recollection 
that Loid Karnes saye^ off ^ world knows it was <<in 
atUoim for ages."®* — Clever specimens of this de- 
scription are sure to obtain extensive notice. The 
consuming classes of the community of literature are 
ooUector$^ readen^ and itudatU. The mere wJkttiorB 
are out of lihe question. The readert^ however, may- 
give you credit for roHoeinaHve ingenuity — and the 
students cannot fail to observe your stratayemiccd inffe- 
nuity. 

Idea XV. Ih quotino Youa oppombmt, you may 

DBVIATB FROM THB RULES LAID DOWN BY THBORBTI- 

CAL cuiTics. — "Nothing," says Franklin, "gives an 
author so great pleasure, as to find his works respect- 
fully quoted."^^ Quote, nevertheless, your opponent : 
it is not probable that he will consider hU case as 
wiUdn the category. Has he said that Herodotus 
" incidentally gives an excellent definition of his- 
tory'*?^: quote him, omitting the word incidentally 
— add that Herodotus certainly never intended itl^^ 
— and you make it appear that he has no extraoi^ 

•« C.L. I., Art.l. I.T.,p. 14. » C. L. I., Art. 1. 

** 1. I., p. 16. ^ Essays, 1719. 8vo. p. 15. *" Works, 
1806. 8vo. iii. 453. C. L. L, Art. 15. " X. I., p. 50. 
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dinary skill in drawing an inference. Has he been 
compelled, by your whimsical circumlocution, to ^5- 
mme that the most agreeable book in the Spanish 
language means El ingienwto hidalgo £>• Qicyote de la 
Mtm^ ? :fi* pretend that he consents to assume** — 
and infer that he is disposed to criticise that immortal 
work ! ^ Has he said, in one of his choicest exordial 
paragraphs, the other expediait may -not be practi* 
cable. I promise therefore^ no more than a plain 
statement of iaciB''?:^ mar ibe quotation at plea- 
sure^ — and you make it appear that he cannot write 
tolerable English, even when advancing towards a plain 
staiemaU facU! The diffBience between theory 
and practice^ has been noticed by many a writer; 
and it is yery obvious in controversial quotation. 
To conclude this idea^ you 

*^ May boldly deviate from the commoD track/' 

Idea XVI. If the tbxt of your ofponbmt 

SHOULD BB UM8UITBD TO FRAOMBNTARY BXHIBITIOK, 
TOU MAT SUPPLY ITS DBFICIBMCIBS BY INFEJimOV* — 

On a subject which requires in»mtimy no precepts 
can have the force of examples. I commence, there- 
fore, with examples : " I *11 have our Michael Cassio 
on the hip !"^^ — by this dUtinffuished member of the 
society of English Bibtiophiles.'*^^ — Your fifty 
years are reduced to eighteen !"7o — « J deny the sen- 
tinel," — "I deny the mace; *tis no mace; 'tis a 
stafil"^^ Such inventive efforts may seem to prove 

C. L. I., Art. 8. «M. I., p. 32. C. L. L, Art. 14. 

«^ 1. 1., p. 48. Ibid. p. 19. Ibid. p. 51. Ibid, 

p. 21. " Ibid. p. 18. " Ibid. p. 17. • 
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that your opponent is another lago — that he has no 
small share of conceit — no small share of asperity 
and petolance. In shorty the leader may fiuncy him 
to resemble the critic so strikingly portrayed by Mr. 
Alfred CrowquilL 

Idea XVII. In quotwo your own works, yov 

ABM AT LIBIETT TO IKTaoOUCl AMY COVVXHIBMT 

xMBiiDATioHs.-^The mssim that we may da a$ we 

Hke with our oum is so extensively adopted, that it 
may appear superfluous to assert its applicability to 
quotation — hut^ as this essay is the only didactic 
work on eontroTen^, and should ther^ore be com* 
plete in all the ditisions and sub-divisions of the 
art, I resolve to furnish a specimen. Suppose you 
had said that Lady G — , wlio was in reality a " most 
excellent person^" had no conception of the dignity 
of the female diaracter» thatkami of vtrtfiM^ wfid the 
duHes of homntrJ*^* Yon may have an unconquer^ 
aUe aversion to apologies; but should the daring 
fiction have been sharply censured — you may alter 
the punctuation, omit tlie more offensive parts, and 
quote it thus: she had no conception of the dig- 
nity of the female iimieter/'^^ 

Idea XVIII. A fact or argument which cannot 

BE M£T WITH ANY CHANCE OF SUCCESS, SHOULD BK 

EVADED, — Is evasion a part of controversy ? The 
question has been proposed; but not decided. Far 
Me noHeif as Master Chaucer saith — it may be allow- 
able to assume au affirmative decision.— Odon, you 

w C, tr. sr. w c. L. I., Art. 20. » 1. 1., p. «1. 
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have asserted, bore a mace at the battle of Hastings 
that he might not spiU bioad, but OHfy break 
bmuirt^i it would be ludess to explain ; for your 
critie 18 evidently an ovev-^ye person — qnito inem- 

sible to the charms of flippancy I You have stated, 
in support of one of your pretended discoveries, that 
Vasari was a mere painter and goldsmith c""^"^ to yield 
80 capital a point may be a provoking alteroatiTe; but • 
do not attempt a defence — for Uie fietion is utterly 
iudt'fensible. You have ascribed to John Stow, the 
narrative of Edmond Howes — and on this error have 
built one of your exquisite phUotophical reflections 
submit in silence to the censure of your critie — to 
his impertinence on Mnute and hhwgj on edible curiO' 
sities, etc. — for the error did not become a F.S.A. ! 
You believe that " Garth did not write his own Dis- 
pensary"— and projecting a similar discovery oa 
Ralegh) have pretended to learn from a Ms. Aat he 
** often consulted Hoskins on his literary works 
bear with patience the taunts of your opponent — and 
forhear all allusion to the Ms ! You have been de- 
tected in offering the pint of Tom Heame^ aa a 
muameript emriosUy from the Ashmolean Museum; 
and in yarious errors of transcription:^ eyade the 
serious charge — entitle your article black-lettbr 
DATES — and crave mercy for " mis-cop}ang the 
black-letter numerals.'' You have been censured for 
presuming to try one of your pkih$ophicai esperi- 
ments on the character of Queen Mary IL:^^ pass 
over the charge of deceptioTi^ invention^ etc — and en- 

~ C. L., i. 246. ^ Ibid, r, 236. ^ Ibid. i. 330. ^ Ibid. 
234. C. L. I^ Art. 18. « Ibid. Aft 19. 



Digitized by Google 



IDBA8 ON COMTROTBRSY. 



deavour to amuse the reader with temarks on 
demodal visUt^ Melf^triists, mmiaiitres, pkhtre$ large 
oiUfi^ etc Yoabave asBiinied the hialnlity of a cele- 
brated literary a?itiquar?/, on whose life and liabits you 
profess to have made arduous inquiries, to execute a 
work which he never projected^^ — in order to knagnify 
your own merit on the eoore of a similar work which 
you have had the temerity to announce: this may 
have been a very clever device ; but pass over it in 
silence — for it cannot now be the most gratifying arti- 
cle in your retro^feetive review. YoU have exhibited 
an unpeialleled aseemhla^ of misr^iiresenlatlon and 
error on the poet Shenetone : you may not be able to 
produce a defence — but you can supply its place by 
vague remarks on the evidences of geniu^ the psychology 
of genmsj the ealtmities of genius^ eta Your opponent 
has too accurately stated the amount of your claims to 
discovery ;M he has named the proprietors of some of 
those ornaments which you have been accustomed to 
display on the promenade of literature ; he has dis*, 
closed a portion of the secrets of that art which ydu 
have most intensely studied — the art of acquiring 
popularity."^ The feets cannot be denied : they must 
be evaded. Declare that the essays in which they ap- 
pear — caU for no remarks /^^ — The applicative nature 
of these specimens is almost beyond question ; and I 
seem to hear iSbe reader exclaim, ^ How incomplete 
would tfals HanMooh for Coniroioenidutt have been 
— ^if the author had evaded the subject of evasion 

• • 

■» C. L., vi. 391. •» Ibid.v. 173-91. iv. 353-9. C. L. 
I., il^ 3S. * Ibid. Aft. 39. Ibid. Ait 30. ''I. I., 

p. 77. 
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Idem XIX* As brrom of bvxrt DBScmPTioir 

If AT BX COMMITTBDy IT 18 DB8XRABLB TO ACQVIRB A 
FACILITY IK BVBRT 8PBCIB8 OF PALLIATION. Ao- 

cording to the Welsh Triads, there are three excuses 
for remitting punishment : there are certainly three 
spedas of palliation. 1. Palliation proper — ^in which 
the error is reduced to its lowest denominatioiL 2. 
I^niaftkm reflective — in which the blame is laid on 
another person. 3. Palliation extraordinary — in 
which it is converted into self-laudation. 1. Pallia- 
tion proper* — ^You have been censured for calling the 
Paiu20d!» of Justiniaii} tiie Code:^ iX, perchance a 
D.C.L. — call it ^ a mistake which It required no 
very recondite erudition to correct"^ You have 
been censured for naming a French ambassador 
FiOeny^ — instead of De Beaumont declare at 
tiie hacaid of retaliation, that tiie *^ name is wholly 
insignificant** You have been censured for ante- 
dating the most af/reeable book in the Spanish language^ 
by a quarter of a century ; and for shifting the site 
of its composition to another quarter of the world :^ 
compare ihecensuro of these enormous errors, to the 
cannonade of a sparrow on a chimney-top,^^ — The per- 
tinency of these examples seems to obviate the nec es- 
sity of addition or illustration. 2. Palliation reflec- 
tive. — You have been censured for some palpable 
error on Philip IIL of Spain :^ call it a derieaH 
error^^ — and the censure may fall on your amanu- 
ensis. You have been censured for describing a 
tester which no one ever saw:^ it may have been 

" C. L. I., Art. 1. I I., p. 13. C. L. 1 , Art. 6. 

»' I. I , p. 28. •» C. L. I., Art. 8. I. I., p. 31. C. 

L. I., Art. 10. » 1. 1., p. 43. C. L. I., Art. 3. 
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an erratum of your intellectuals — but transfer it 
to your typographer,^ You have been censured for 
denying the existence of some information in the 
edebiated work of Tlraboschi:^ ezpoee the imper- 
fection of the index ^ — and the censure may fall on 
the index-maker. The amanuensis, the typographer, 
and the index-maker, may be left to conduct their 
own defimoe. Palliation extraordinary. — To con- 
vert palliation into sel^laudation is one of the master- 
strokes in the art of controversy. I shall produce 
two examples. You have been censured for record- 
ing an obvious jktion as literary history declare 
that you were ^ guided by a right feding.*'^^ You 
have been censured for some metaUographk ab- 
surdity:*®* attribute it to the "wantonness of an im- 
provident fancyr The reader may infer, and the 
inference cannot but advance your palliative eiforts^ 
that the man who possesses tight fitUxng and famieg 
— eouki only have been censured by one who pos- 
sesses neither ! — Perfect accuracy is scarcely attain- 
able by mortals ; and you will no doubt receive the 
thanks of men of letters, for discovering such inge- 
nious excuses for fallibility. 

Idea XX. Wini a view to keep your opponent in a 

STATE OF CRITICAL ALARM, YOU SHOULD OCCASIONALLY 

£NioMATizs. — ^He may have written a meek disserta- 
tion on ^ some rude and &ded needle-work pre- 
dict that it will turn out a ^ serious affiur for him" — 

and that he will find the remnamis flatter about 

1. 1., p. SI . «» C. L. I„ Art iv. • 1. 1., p. S4. C. 
U U Art 8. 1. 1., p. 33. w C. L. I., Art. 3. «■ I. 

p. 20. C. L. 1.^ Art. 2. 
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him,^^ He may have written a somewhatrquizzing-i- 
but-certainly-sufficiently-methodical essay on a teston 
of Henry VIIL pretend that Camden nods assent 
to your superior numismatic information; and after 
adverting to an iUiairative essay by tihe learned 
Douce, say that you might add something which' 
Mr. ♦ • ♦ shall not at present learn** '^^ Such expe- 
dientSy however, should be resorted to very cauti- 
ously. It may lead your opponent to produce some 
potent testimonials in fiivor of his meek dissertation 
— to call in Camden, who may horizontally shake 
his venerable beard at you — and to announce the 
existence of a critical sentence touching a certain 
FOFDLAB writer, ^ which Mr. * * * shaU not atpretent 
ham^ 

Idea XXI. The points whereon you may have 

BEEN CBIXiCISED RATHE& XWITTINGLY, SHOULD BE 
CARBFULLT NOTED WITH A VIEW TO RETALIATION. — 

Your opponent may have named you the Iwely 
au^wr represent him as an enemy to that ^ moo- 

city which displays all things in their true shape." 
He may have called you, in his ironic way, the 
Columbus of UUrary hiUory and may have alarm- 
ingly thinned the ranks of your discoveries : declare, 
on some topic which he has right seriously and amply 
discttssed^^^^ that he has " only revealed a circum- 
stance to be found in the most common sources "^^^ 
He may> have censured your embellishment of 
fsucto/* and nonnntation of authorities:'^' denounce 

I., p. 18. '««C.L.I.,Art.3. I.,p.22. ^« C. 

L. I., exordium, etc. 1. 1., p. 11. C. L. I., Art. 8. 

"1 lbid.Art.ll. LI .p.45. C,L.L, exordium k^gUode, 
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bim as a man who has nothing but fiusts in hia 
head,"^** and censure the parade of hb autho-^ 

rities/'*** He may have made some sarcastic remark 
on your " spangled phraseology:"^*^ proclaim, to the 
whole JUpublique des LettreSf his thoroughly un- 
gentlemanlike style/' He may have cited your 
metrical attempts in order to shew, by UaUcs^ that 
every line had its fault : remark, on some poem 
which exhibits wit arid airy grace^ that it could not 
have been written by ^ any of the ancestors of hU 
lunily He may ha?e repeatedly exposed your 
bibliographical superficiality:^^ retort that he ^ can 
work and wriggle his way through a priced catalogue 
as well as any other broker grub." 

Idea XXII. On thb subjbcts which tou have 

MAL-TRSATSD MOST KQJLEQlOVaLYf YOU SHOULD 
ANSWER TOUR OPPONENT MOST TRlUMPHilNrLV. — 

The more ineffectual your means of defence, the 
more urgent the necessity of exertion ; and the more 
audacious your statements, the better the chance of 
their being credited by the mM thinking pwpk! 
Suppose that, in writing on Spanish Mstory, you 
have given an absurd fiction as an authentic anec- 
dote ; and have abbreviated the life of a monarch by 
some twenty yearsJ^^ Suppose, moreover, that your 
opponent diould haye censured these misdoings 
draw him at your chariot wheels oyer three pages of 
sarcasm ! Suppose that, in writing on La Guir^, 

"* 1. 1., p. 9. "* Ibid. pp. 45, 80. C, L. I., Art. 14. 

1. 1 , p. 43. C. L. I., exardhm. 1. 1., p. 61. 

C. L. I., Arts. 7, 24, eic. "* 1. 1., p. 69. »** C. L., i. 
285. » C. L. 1., Art. 10. »»• I. I., p. 41, etc. 
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lande de Juliey you have unadvisedly attempted to 
faistorise, to ratioeiiiatoy to 9entimentaiize^^^~md that 
yonrfulora in erery attempt has been made 
TepreaaBt your opponei^ aa an kBotie pioddery and 

ask, what business has Clod with Cupids and 
Zephyrs 

Mm XXUL Iw THE ABaiKcs to vAcn^ m 
rmvm wABmau or KAnodVATmry it mat aa nm* 

DIINT TO VITUPBEATK^o— III iAoB bfUldl Of eontTO* 

versy, no art can equal the gift of nature — but some 
short instructions may be desirable. Should you» for 
inatancc^ have occasion to introduoe the olNMaioaa 
word ra$otd — add* ^ abiene, Mr» * * % rMDoif*^ 
If yonr opponent shonkL have declined to repeat the 
obvious error of some noted author whose work he 
had aTowedly consulted, you may slyle him a vile 
mqffmtiOT of evidence.^ ^'^^ You cannot, without a 
manilssi Tidalum of xoological nomendatufe^ ex- 
presaly eaB a biped by the name of a qnadraped'— — 
but you may intimate that your opponent, with cer- 
tain charming lucubratims before him, resembles a 
M a drawing fvom." ^ You may also intnaate, 
aa a eontraat to ^na miaeemly figure^ and m pcoof of 
your command over liKw more lofty species of mwo- 
tive imagery, that he is a " wild cat of the moun- 
tains I" To multiply examples, might be an in- 
fringemmit of cop3Tight It is sufficient to state that 
a mm oontrovenrial pamj^let may be made to serve 
as a Vituperative Vocabulaiit ! 

»• C. L., i. 363, etc. C. L. I., Art. 14. 1. I., p. 

48. Ibid. p. 28. Ibid. p. 21. >» Ibid. p. 8. 

»^ ibid. p. 80. 
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IDEAS ON CONTAOVfiRSY. 26^ 

Idea XXIV. A conteoversial peroration should 

BE COUCHED IN TEEMS AT ONCE ORNATE Am STRIKING. 

— ^It i» pitisble to oompaie (as tbo gbotfe of Samuel 
Johnson sagacioiiily mnarka) incipient graadenr 
with final vulgarity." The reader should not be 
exposed to the sensation — nor should his opinions be 
ailowed to vibrate between the victor and the victim. 
To obviate such casualtiefl^ ttie resouroes of art 
should be called into employ. Throw out, aoeoid- 
ingly, a premonitory hint on the success of your en- 
counters with " some of the pride of chivalry :** it 
will be easy to anticipate the result of a tilt with a 
earl in a leathern jerkin." As yon- appropii^ 
qoiAe die moment which is to decide the fete of your 
opponent, it may be advisable to give further note 
of preparation by stating that his criticism " is a 
nuisance in literary controversy, and required abate* 
ment"^^ You may then declare^ with the solemnity 
due to so important an occasion, that you have placed 
him han de eombai — or if you are anxious to express 
the idea with perfect originality? and with all the 
charm of vernacular elegance, say that lie has not 
a leg left to stand uponJ'^^^ 

Idea XXV. It is coksolatort to bblievb that 

^ EVERT work must BE JUDGED BY ITS DESIGN.**— 

And now, Mr. I>*Israeli, I shall epitomise the rules 
of controversy as deduced from your latest work — 
The Mhutrator JUustrated, 03* You may ascribe 
the meanest motives to your opponent without a 

Refected Addresses, Art 10. ^ I. U ^ S. ^ Ibid, 
p. 80. Ibid. p. 81. 
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shadow of authority^ yott may Ua-atate facta with 
recklesa leflKmtery ; you may introduoi fiUfied and 

Jictitious quotations; you may have recourse to the 
most contemptible evasion ; you may abuse with all 
the virulence of a charlatan who has been unexpect- 
edly deprived of tin maik — if the den^n of your woA 

ia ^ TO A88EBT THE DIGNUT OF TOUR STATION*"'^' 



Gieenwidiy 81 July 1838. 



i 



>» 1. p. 1, 



It i$ noting power of thought to eoneehe or worde 

to express the contempt I have for you, Mr. D'Israeli." — 
Richard Porson, Regius Professor of Greek in the 

Unhersity of Cambridge. 



THE END. 



LoiutoB ; Printed by S*iuu«l fieiitiey, Donet Street, Fleet Street. 
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